candidates, He be'liwad that both gn;:tlamm .:
bad acted impartialty,but candidatos would |

eproposed to glve the Gov. |
eroment power to allocste the sheriff and ;

reglstrar to elther of the divisions of the |

not believe that, H

county, The Bl proposed to create addi.

tional polling places in the distriot of Algoma, |

The law hitherto had been that the elections
there should not take place during the win.

ter, but he had added May and November fo |
the months when electlons could now take |

place. e proposed that a

titlon should

not be filed without a ressonahle verification, |

and also that there should be a depoasit of
movey, as provided by the Dominion Act,
Instead of wmecarlty by bond The
Dowinion Act previd for $1,000,
Egtuthe Ontario law reulred onl 9500, and

Buuiu uvue uy Wispuniw we Vppes. . -
sal to make the amount similar tothat in the
Dowinlon, He aleo proposed that s trlal
ehculd be commenced within six months aftor
the petiticn was presented, and should be
continued from day o day jalso that no trlal
should take place during the sesrion or with-
In fifteen days afterwards without the con-
sent of the candidate, If slx months elapsed
additionsl securities should be pru?ldari’ by
the partics. The 32:d wection provided a
very lmportant amendment, namely, that
where the question was one of cor.

t practice, sbe trial shomld be by two

. ru
juggu. If » member were found guilty

of corrupt practices the penalty was very se.
vere; not ouly the loss of a geat but,disqualf.-
fisatlon for eight years from gltting n this
House, or voting, or holding any office in
the gift of the Lieutenant-Ciavernor or any
muvicipal office. In crimival oasez a man
had the opportunity of belng trlod by twelve
men, and he therofore thought there would
be an advantage in giving a man the benefit
of two minds in these cases.  I'here would,
he thought, be no difficalty found in arrang:
Ing the sitting of the judges so that the pre:
sent number would be sufficient to try the
cazes. AfS all events, the expericnce which
wculd be gained between this and the next
general election would be saffislent to guide

*the llouse in future, Then, it bad besn

found that members had been found guilty
of corrupt praotloes, rightly found gailty un.
der the law, but of practices commistted by
them unknowingly, which might be deaig-
nated as trivial, and which had no effect on
the result of the clection. This had
allected all partles. Some sllght action
which no ore anticipated would be a corrupt
practice had been held to fall within the
terms of the Act. It had seemed to the Go.

vernment extremely just that if a candidate |

committed any act which was technically a
corrupt practice without corrupt intent, and
with an Ignorance which was involuntary,
and where the evidence showed that he had
hovestly desired to have a pure election, and
that the act In gnestion did not materially
alfect the result, the electlon should not be
held to be vold and the candidate should not
be dlsqualified, It was neczesary to be can-
tious not to let in the corruption which it
was desired to keep out, and he had there-
fore made the condition to which he had re-
ferred, He thought the House would agree
with him that this rection was so hedged
around with conditlons as to renm-
der 18 »  seoure cne to have
He thought the publle sentiment required
that they should desal even more libarally
with carea in which the act was that of an
sgent, He did not propoee to alter the law
of the agenoy, but where an agent did an act
of a trivial character without the knowledge
of the candidate it ovght not to void the
election, He thought she late elections bad

 been a great credit to the conntre. No

general election bhad been held in Ouatarlo
which bad been anything llke sn free from
corrupt practiccs as the last, There had
been a gocd many trlale, aud several
persors had been unsested, and in almost
¢very oaee this aroge from some trivial thing,
and not from what the common sense or the
conscience of the community regarded as cor.
rupt, or from soything which had any resalt
on the election., e thought election trials
thould not be discouraged, They 2hould
rather encourage the investigation of corrupt

practices, and therefore they proposed
0 far to leave the coets to be
Cispesed of as If these provisions

were not Introduced into the [law,
The 38th sectlon provided that persons, other
than candidates, found guilty of corrupt
sots resulting in diequalification, though not
worally culpable, cculd be relloved at the
option of the judge before whom the trial

.f

|

|

|
|

took place on thelr making application to

him, The 39th olaure Imposed the psyment
of costs upon agents found guilty of corrupt
practices, and the two tollowlng clauses were
chlefly connected with this matter. Another

e R ———

- than wpon the other politie

tection extended the jurladiction of the
Court of Appeal In questions of fact, There
had been a very strong feellng that candi. |
dates who had been disqualified, though not

morally culpable, should be relieved to some
extent. How far thls rellef should

 externd was a matter for the House to dissuss

and declde upon, He was of oplnion that in
cases where—though there had been extenu.
ating circumstances the judges had not heen
able to take into accocunt—the candidates |
were pot morally culpable, scme relisf gshould |

be afforded,

Mr. MEREDITH held that the severity of
the present election law, which had
worked well, should not lightly be relaxed; |
that the law regarding the payment
of even the smallest wsums of money
for corrupt purposes should not be |
interfered with. 1t would also be very dan-
gerous toallow the Individual opivion of any
judge to be declsive 28 to what consbtituted
moral culpabillty, lHe opposed the idea of
this HHouse being constituted a Court of

. Appeal from the declsions of the judges upon

disqualified members. Though two o! the

| gentlemen now suffering the penalties of the

electlon law belonged to his (Mr, Mera.
dith'a) party, he would sooner allow the law
to take its course than risk shaking the
confidence our people now bad in our judi.
ciary, and in the mode of oondacting
the adminlstration of justice, Ho had no
objection to having election oases tried by
two judges instead of one, but he did object
to the provislon by which person: enjoying
the income franchise should be obliged to pay
their taxes before voting As he favoured a
very large cxtemslon ¢f franchise, and be.
lieved in the inherent right of every oltizen
of the ccuntry to vote, he could see no justi-
fication for sach a provislon, He favoured
many things In the Bill, and he hoped that
it would be conzidered entirely free from
pa-ty ccnalderations, (Cheers)

Mr, HODGINS referred to some of the
judgments in the Election Courts as showing
tho difficulty the  judges had in declding
upon the culpability of candidates, and the
inconelstensy In their declsions, Tha House
should therefore be chary of imposing upon
the judges the additional dlfficulty of dsclding
upon the alleged corrupt practices of persons
other than the candidates. He did not think

.there would be much additional proteotion

to respordents in requiring an affidavit, Hoe
was glad that agents would bs made,toa oor-
tain extent, Hable tor their own corrupt acts,
for under the present law not a sin-

le sgent had been pnnished for his
ﬁlegnl prectices, He thounght that the
notices of the varlons polling plases
in electlons should be distributed to the same
extent and Inmuch the same wayas thavoters’
Hzts row were, and should, inaddition, be pub-
lished in one newspaper in the constituency,
He thovght, too, that the returning-officer
should have the power of counting ths bal.
lota in cases where deputy-returning-offisers
were charged with {mproperly receiving or
rejecting ballots,

In reply to Mr Lauder,

Mr., MOWAT sald that in framlag
she Dil he had of course at the
tlme only referemce to election oases
then decided, and was not yet famliliar
with the judgment of the case which had
subse¢uently been decided,

Mr, SCOTT objected to bringing Into 4hls
House discussiona as to the moral culpabliisy
of dirqualifieci candidates, He was of opin-
fon that tho present law had worked admir-
ably well; it was pot too stringent, The
effect of the 35th sectlon of this Bill wonld
be to say to the people, ““You can do a little
more now In the way of corruption than you
could, but you must be careful that it may
not be found out.” A Bill which would have |
the effect of relaxing the severily of the
present Iaw came rather strangely from the
party of hon. gentlemen opposite, and was an
acknowledgment that the present law had
fallen with greater severity upon thelr own
party, He
thought that provislon should be made
whereby the petitioner might havo the power
of examining not only the respondent, bat
his agents and prominent supporers, As
to income f¥anchise voters, it was pos-
sible that the writ might be jsaned at a
period of the year when ths taxes could not
bave been paid He would refer to other
watters in Committee,

Mr. BRODER ssid the present isw had
worked well, He was in tavonr of some of
the provisions of this Bill and opposed to
others, The small number of disqualifica.
tions which had taken place showed that it
wes poeeible to carry out the present law. |




