ONTARID LECISLATURE.

SESSION — THIRD PARLIAMENT

TugspAy, Jad, 18,
The Speaker took the vasle at 3 o'clock,

REPORITS,

" Mr, Fraser' presented the fifth report of
the Private Bils Committee,

Also, the Fourth Repert of the Rallway

Commitice,
BILLS INTRODUCED.

The following Blils were Introduced/anl
read the first time :—

Mr, Wills—To facilitate the formation of
joln§ stock companies for the mancfactare ol
utter, cheese, and other dalry produots,

Mr. Crelghton—To enable women to vote
a! municdpal electlons, and on by-laws re-
quiring the assent of $he eleckors,

Mr, Deroche—Respecting the Streefaville
and Port C.cdit Rallway Company.§

ORANGE INCORPORATION,

Mr, MERLICK gave notlce that he would
‘o'morrow move tha$ the veport of the Com-
mittce on Private Blils be referred back to
the Comm:ities with instructioas to declare
Bhe preamble to Blll No. G4, respecting the
incorporation of the Loysl Orange Aassocia-
fion of Weetera Ontarlo provea,

PAYMEN{ OF WITNESSES IN CRIMI.
NAL CASZS,

My, MOWAT moved tha first reading of a
Bill to provide for tho payment 'of erlmi-»l
witposses, Ho gail that he might reiniud
the House toat at lpruant some wilussses
were paid in criminal prosecuilouns, namely,
theos who came under the class of iadigent
witnesses, Though there was no express
onactmens for the payment of wany wik.
neeses who wers now pald, there had been
a degreo of ‘iberallty In coumabrulag the
glatute iu thel rospeot, so that in reality
many were now paid who could nsk roally ba
called indigent witnesscs, Ho went on to
point ou$ the d'iflon'tles which had becu en-
countered in [rawing the measure. Oae of
there difficuliles was as to tho olasscs of
witnesses to which She iaw should apply, It
they had such an act iF mu:t apply to
cases of treason and felony, bub it was very
difiicult to draw the line beyord thoze at
which they shon'! step, witheoot including
all offeucce of & crimiagl charaster under
Provicelal and Dominfon Acts., If they all
not draw the Jine somewhere, tir089 who had
large experisuce 'a these matters aswuroed
him thet the npumber of coraes
would be evormously larze, and they
all krow Low larges a olass of
cares wiilch weracalled miedemeanoursdid no
poise?s a criminal chiaracier, Buochcases wer
very vumearous, and they would ba likely to
increase if they providad for the paymen’ ol
all witnesces who might ba summoned to give
evidencs In them, What they would like $9
do wcu'd bo to make provicion for the pay-
ment of criminal wiineases la cascs of orims
according to the popular signification ol ths
terma. Ao thoughs 16 exbremely doabtfal if it
would be evpedisnt $o gobeyad treason sad
felovy, which wounid embrace aboul five.
pixths of thoso caves in whick wiknesses for

the Crown shculd receive pay. Anothsr |

quesiion wasr, how far, and Defieo
what Courve, thoy should anthorizs
the payment %o be mads, The con-
olusloa they bad srrived at was ihat wit.

nesses i the Couris of Common Law, Oyer |

ard Terminer and Goneral Gaol Dellvary,
CGeueral Sesiions, and Conaty Judges’ Ceiml.
nal Courte should he paia, excluding thosa
who attended as wituesses In cazes befors
Justices of the Peace i matters which were
ander thelr jurisdlction, If they found it
derirable to alter the law hercafter 1t ould
be done much more earily In exiending the
ceecs 'n which paymeat should be made thun
in lergering them, In 1874 the total nun.
ber of wituesres summoned vo atiend Conaiy
Judgea’ Ciiminal Courfa aroughout the Pro.
vinco had been 2,235; the tolal mumber si-
tending the Assizes and Sosslons, 4,219, or in

all, 6,454, Addiag others who mizh% be

supposea %o come wlihia the operation of tho
Jow the number wizht be locroased %o msy
between 7,000 and §,000, Thiy would giveo
hon. gentlemen gou:c idea ol the snm thai
would be required to meet the expenditurs,
$aking the averags at $5 cach. Another
auestion waz ae to who should mske the pay-
ment, sud upon this auvject tlere had basa
great differences of opinion, ssme thiaking

was the praoctisce, he believed, iu Eagland
snd In some of tha Amerloan States, Anothar

 ghat the time bad come wheon all such ox- |
s should be defraycl by the looalities, |

method was for the whole amount to be paid

out cf the general reveaue, To thls plan

he thought there were several objeations,

one of them being

that so close a check upoz |

payment con!d not be oxerolsed ag when pay- |

ment was made by the localitlesr, Thay hed
alro to look at the future, as our revenus way
to a very large extent fixed, aud it was ot
desirable to put charges upon genersl revenus

which might be defrayed by localities. |

Arnother mode was to have a portlon pald
from tke general revenue, uuf a poruion by
the munioipalities, this belng in aocordancs
with the'plarnow followed witliregsvd tootluor
expenses connectod with the admiaistiation
of justloe. They had made a rough estimate
of the proportion to be pald by each,and had
found it %0 be about one-third by the general
Government and two-thirds by she localitl«a,
The conclmsion they had ocome %o cn the
whole was $hat 1§ wonld ba best to tollow the
plan as nearly as porsible now foliowed with
regerd to the other expenses of tire adminls-
tration of justice. The Bill was nvt a very
lorg one, snd It contalned such clauses as

::dre necetsary to carry out the provisions he

In answer to Mr. Scott,

Mr, MOWAT uald 1t was not Intended $o
m;nu In oases of felony in the pre-
Investigaticn before tne Justices,

In answer to Mr, Merrlok,

Mr, MOWAT aald the Government did
not intend to z2ltor the law In reference to
the payment of witnesses for the prisoner,
No Government could stand such an expon-

diture as would bve vired o all
witnesses for prilona:q Raibwdny

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.,

Mr, GOW presented a report of the Patlic
Accounts Committee, seking for a reduction
cf the quortm: from nine to seven,

Mr, MACDOUGALL complained that the
motion to submit questlcns to sub-Commit.
keos had been deteated fu the Comm'ttes.
sud the resvlt was that as a Corumittse of
Investigation it was a fallare,
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Mr. GOW asld both partiss had heon |

anxious to have a thorough iuvas.
tigation, One pariy thought the best way
would be t5 have sub.Committees, the other
that it would be besttolhave tho enquiry lnthe

full Commiktee. It would bs veryiw-omyg for |

any gentlomen to withdraw booausa thele viaw
was notadopted, Such a oourse ag that
wimttlf cause the Clsruption of all the Com-
wittecs.

Mr, LAUDER advocated a change In the
end of the financial yeur, It :ugs unde:

stocd when 2o large a Ceramittee was ap

polnted that the objeot was tohave sub Com.
mittees appointed,

Mr, WOOD denled that there was any
such understanding. The Committas hsd |

not objected to the appoluinicnt of sub Com- |
miitees on questiors of mimor importance, |
but bad feolt that the mcre s:rlous mattors
:l;uuld be dealt with Ly the whole Comumit- |
s
The report was adoptel, i

MATTERS OF ADMINISTRATION,

Mr, MOWAT latrodaoad a Bill rexpocting
certain administrative matters therain men.

used. He stated thas the Bill contained
three olauses, which r:lated tn as many sub. |
jects. The firat clause propaeed to relleve |
the Licutenant-Govarnc:, when he desired,
Irom the neceesity of sloning ceartale doru-
ments by givieg him pow:r to appoint a
Deputy Governor sim'lar to that possessed
ll?v tho Governor-General vnder the Dritish

otk America Aot avd under hlr somuais-
slon, The elgning of marriage lisanses, for
instance, was a vory onserous duty, some-
tiroes ocoupylng several consecutive days,
while marriage cortificates were not signed,
and In like manver when his Heuour was ab.
sent there wcro documents of a reuting and
formeal charaoter wlich it wais inconvenient
to leave umaigned. Daring the illness of tha
Iate Governor grest inconveniencs was ex.
perienced in this respect. He proposed
not to icterfers with the datiss of the Licnt..
Governor as definod by the Beitish North
Amerlea Act, but {o coafine the operation
of this measure to those mattors which were
within the legislative anthorlty ¢! this
Honwe, Wlth regard to the sucond clause,
it had been found thal from the lacrease of
busines2 in the ocarts inoress:d acec mmoda-
tlon was required at Osgoode Hall, The
amount 2 the hands of the Court of Chan-
cery bad increased from something lke §30,-




