a stagei—

M:. Hodgins—To authorizs an addltlon o
the capital of the Canada Landed Credit Com.
pany, and for other purposes thereln men-
tioned.

Mr. Ferrls—To provide for the payment
by certaln muniolpalities in the united coun.
ties of Northumb:rland and Durham in
which certaln gravelled roads have been con.
structed by the sald united counties of an
amourt for the construction of such roads,
and to vest the roads in the sald municl.
palities, :

Mr, Springer—To incorporate the town of
Waterloo.

Mr. Ross—To avthorize the county of
Huron to issae debeatures to redeem thelr
outstanding deben for which no sink-
ing fund has been provi

Mr. Baxter—To enable the oorporation of
the viliage of Caledonia to issue debentures
to redeem those now ouftstanding,

Mr. Patterson (York)—For $he rellef of
the Vaoghan Plank Road Company,

Mr, Meredith—To amend the Aot to in.

corporate the Yorkville Loop Line Rallway
Company.

AMOUNTS PAID TO RETURNING-
OFFICERS,

Mr, PAXTON moved for a refurn showing
the amount pald to each returning-officer
and his deputles for their services at the

last al and any subsequent electl
_Cmf.nuod. Yy 1 eotions,

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE,

Mr., HODGINS, in moving the second
reading of the Bill to amend the Adminis-
trat'm of Juatice Aocts, eaid the result of
the present law bad been to mix up jury and
non jury cases, so 2s to detaln jurors and
witnesses unnecesearily while non-jury cases
were belog tried. He proposed to separate
the nrlmﬁul and jury cases from the non-
jury oases and Ch sults, He thought
an equity judge could very well try cases
where there was no jary, He proposed that
s month should elapse botween the com-
menoement of the two sittlngs, A#$ present
the time varled botween three and sixtesn
days, and one of the two Courts had to seek
accommodation outside of she court-house in
these cases, sometimes in the Town Hall,
and onoe, he belleved, in Cornwall, in a
ohurch, The present time of notlce for
trial at common law and hearing in Chanoery
differed, and he thought {1t would
be advisable to make it uniform —say ten

days, the time adopted in England uader the |

Judicature Act. In the countyof Yoik
there were always from thirty to eighty re-
manets at each Assize, and his Bill proposed
to El:e power to the parties on application
to have thelr cases trled without delsy. He
also proposed to give power to the Court of
Chmrry to decide spplications for a new
trlal, There wasat present a great waste of
judicial strength fu the Coarts of Common
Law, acd he thought when the question did
not d on a misdireotion of the jnnge.
cne judge might decide the matter alone, 1t
was generally found that very litle Lusiness
was done durlng the first week of term, and
he thought the rule which {a vailed fu the
Court of Chancery, the Court ol
Appeal, and the Supreme Court of
Cansda—that the Court shoald mnot ad.
journ until the business wasthrough—should
applied to the courts of Common Law. He
also proposed that it should bs no longer ne-
oessary %0 bave a re hearing before an ap-
peal. There were ssveral other provisions
the Blll which he need mnot enter into in de-
tall, and there wers other amendments which
might well be made, which he had not folt
at liberty to Introducs. He proposed to glve
power to the Lieutenant-Governor to direot
the adverthin? through any department
without the form of an Order in Counsil
With regard to the proviaion of the Blll for
the employment of shorthand reporters in
the law Courts, a Committee of the Law So-
olety had made a report whioch he bellev-
¢d was In the hands of most honourable
members, It was found that in many of the
leading States In the Union the system of
shorthand reporting in the law Courts had
been in operation for a number of years, and
had reaulted In reducing very largely the ex-
penses of litigation, If the judge was a fast
writer he might get through his ocate with
comparative rapidity, but if he was a slow
mﬁ gr new to judlolal work, the time
wWas  ve much  longer
and besides he might have dlffioalty
In disposing of questions affecting the admis.
vibility or rejection of cvldence. In the
Unlted States, snd ¢5 some extent In Eng.
land, the system of shorthand reporting of

|
|

|

the evidence had been tried, the result baln
that the work of she Courts was accomplish
in at least one-third of the time required by
the ordinary plan, thus leszening the exy.anze
of witnesses and all others whose duty 1t was
toattend the Court, He wished to ask the
lay members of the House if it was not do-
sirable to introduce euch & svstem in Ontarlo
when %0 very material a saving of time and
expense oould bs effscted, to say ro.
th of its advantages In enabling
the judge, jurors, and counsel to glve greater
attention to the evidence, and to observe
more closcly the demeanour of the witnesses,
He pointed out that the judge In hearins
oases had a threefeld duty to perform: the ob.
re of the demeanonr of the witnesses,
the goiting into his mind the substance of
thelr evidenoe, and the wriling dowa of tas
evidenoe as quickly 2s he could, Thls ia.
volved a large amount of labour, of which
those v ho had acted as arbltrators would b
able to form some idea, Ho quoted from a
letter written by a  Chlel  Justce
in one of the Suprsms Courts
of New York expressing in strong
te:ms his appreclation of the valae of shors.
hand reporting jn economizing the tim> and
iabour of all concerned In lagal procsedings,
and stating that ec valuable had the system
been found that an Act bhad been passed >
autborize the employment of shorthand re.
porters In even magistratey’ courts, those
held by Justices of the Peace in the clty of
New York Lord Penzance and one of the
Lorde of the Seselon in Sootland bad ex-
nreased their favourahle opinion of the svs,
tcm, and the exporlence of the judges ana |
counstl In our Election Courts had contirmed
euch opinicns, With regard to $he ex
stterding the employment of short nd
writers, he would polnt eui that the
revenue from law stamps amounted to
between $75.000 and $95,000, and that in
collcoting this revenue the members v t1c
legal professlon had been virtually acilag as
tax gathercra for the Province, The oharg:*
copuected with Osgoode Hall, the paymeat
of deputy clerks of the Crown, &c,, being de-
ducted, » surplusc! from $25,000 to $45,000
would remaln, and be thought that this
balance should be applied sowards defraylng
the expeuces connccted with the siliema,

Mr. BETHUNE objected to the firg} seo
ticn, as practically the judges mow he the
power of arranging the circuits as sought in
the Bill, With regard to the jary lists, he
tkonght that the ju should also have the
dlocretion of arran the matter them-

sclves, He alse objected to the lmgnulﬁnn |

of any further labeur upen the Court ol
Chancery, which was already overburdened
with work, no less than 523 cases having
becn dispozed of by thas Court last year.
la 1869 there had been filed $hroughout the
Province 1,335 bills in the Court of Caancery,
while in 1875, without aany lacrease of judl.

| cis]l power, the numbsr had risen to 2,071

. With regard to the clause respectiag

Trisity Term, hs (Mr, Bethune) would
be In favour of abollhi Trinlty
Term altogether. The matter of employlng
shorthand writers In the Courts was one of
very great importance. His experience In
eleotion trials as well ss In the Court of
Chancery had convinced bim that such a
gvstem would effeck a very great saving in
time, Xo polnted out the dieadvantages of
the presons system to the partles in sults,
as tLey oould not obtaln wpll; of the jadge’s |
notes unlces at the discretion of the judge,
and a3 a matter of favour, Ha thought they |
shotld be regarded as parts of the evidence
in the cause, and therefore as public pro-
perty, and that there should be a provision
allowing parties In the sult to have copies,

Mr. MEREDITH said that there was no
doubt but that the mixing of tho jury aund
non jury oases was a great losa of time and
evergy, The provislon by which the Couré
of Chancery was to have powers of the
Courts of Law as to applicatins for new
trial wonld, he thought, meet with a good
deal of objaction from the profession, IHoe
approved of the clausa renderlng it unnaces-
sary to re-hear before appealing,

Mr, HARDY eaid he took objeciion o a
'ara pumber of the provisons of the Dill.
He thonght the Acks of 1873 and 1874 had
gone as fer in certain directlons as it wax do.
eirable $o go; and he did not approve of an-
other change being made just when the pro.
f:ssion were becoming familiar with the two
Aots now on the book, Ualess thoy could
improve in a very lIarge degrse wupon
the present Acts they should mot
Interfere with them at all, 1% was rather re-
diarkable tha$ in nearly all thess Bills intro- |
duced by Chancery Ilawyers the object
was to reform the Common Law_Courts, |
while the Auﬁl:n Stables of the Uourt of
Chanoery were left uncleansed, H»> was not |




