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Arsembly, the holding of offices under the
power of

Crowz, muulelpal officor, and the

Voting, for & conslderable perioa of time,

Taey Propored to ask the House if it would
Bot be advisable in cases where charges of |

Corrupt acts were made against a candidate
that the decision should not be left to two
judges instead of one, so tias all might have
the protecticn which the united judgmens of
two judges would afford They proposed

to qﬁg the Court of Error and Appeal
the authoritative duty to review the jalg-
ment of the judges upon matiers of fact,
which allough they row held it was not
practically exercised, Serious oo

: nenoos
had arisen from the decisions of
eingle Jadges, which were practically

without appeal, They
i6 advicanle to give larger authorisy
to the Court of Appeal than it now held.
They also proposed to adopt the provislon of
the Dominion Aot which rendered agents
perscnally liable for thelr corrupt acts by

therefore thought

- which disabilities fell upon candidates with-

out their having any knowledge of sach oor-
rupt acts. (Hear, hear.) He thought all
would consider this provision a good one, a8
it would make agents more cautious in their
conduct when they knew that costs or even
tines would be inourred by their commiiting
corrupt acts. (Cheors. )

Mr. MEREDI''H sald he supposed that

| wha!: the finding of the judges did not agree,
the jadgment would be considered in favour
- of the candidate under trial,

Mr. MOWAT sald that when this hap.
pened no corrapt practices were fouad,

Mr. MEREDITH—But there may bo an |

appeal’
Mr, MOWAT—Yes,

Mr. DEACON—Will two judges preside
at the trial of vhe election ?

Mr,. MOWAT—Yes.

Mr. GIBSON was proceeding to ad-
dress the llouse when the (neatin of order
was raised, that a disotssion should not take
place on the first

Mr. SPEAKER ssid 1t was oot onstomary
to allow a debate on the first reading, nniess
Ll:nr; t'llv:u s bona fide intention of opposing

6

Mr. MOWAT hoped the rule would not
be strictly enforced on thls occaslon, as he

was anxious to get any suggestions that
might be made by hon, members,

Mr. GIBSON sald he was just prooceeding
to offer some suggeations which he thought
might be adop but had no objection to
the Bill, as he belleved 1is principle was a
right one. He was of opinion that tha'time
within which an election patition could be
put in should be limited, and that a petition-
er should nok be allowed, as he now was, to
hold a petition over a candidate’s head for a
whole year, (Hear, hear) Thore was
another matter which though perhaps not
exacily pertinent to the preseat Biil was
very pertinent fo the situation of some hon,
members who had formerly had rcats ia the
Houge, but who had been, he had no hosita-
tjon in ll{)i:g,dilqusliﬁud for almost nothing,

No member of the House could hoid
the Judges of this Province in
gresfer  yeneration than ke did, Dbut

the gemeral opuclon of the country was thas
thaygwam notp::; dona'stent and harmonious

as might bave beanz expén,ed ; bat that feel.
irg prevailed no doubt more {énenslly amosng
laymen than among lawyers, Nev.rino'ess,
the universal opinion was that the ponaliles
imposed on some genitlemen were altogeiher
beyond the offence of which they had basn
gullty. No law could be long mafntsined
which provided a peanalty mnch greater bhan
the cflence, and whioh made an off :nder iafo
a wart;r., It the Government could {atror
duce a meavure to remove the dissbilities
under which some gentlsnien suffered in coure.

quence of the actions of the courts, they

would receive the support of the Honse Koe-
trospective legislation was uudesirable, never-

theless an exoeption might be made in the
pretent case.

Mr. LYON supported the motion, The
member for Halion was dis(ualitied on a
trifllog charge, aud the evidence was very
weak. He hoped the Government wouald

introduce a Bill to release thuse gentlomon |

from the disabilitles under which they sul.
fered.

My. MEREDITH asked the Attorncy.
General Uf he proposed to bring in » measure
tc. rellove those persons suffering under the
dluabllities referred to, anc whethe# he
would amend tho law in regard to driaking
on polling days.

Mr. MOWAT sald the Bill 20 far as it was
prepared dealt with the future and not with
the past. There would be some provision in

- Kilection Lourts,
deputy returning-officers declded

the measure to meet the second point of the
q‘ﬂ.ﬂ!ﬁoﬂ-

Mr. SCOTT urged that some means shonld
be provided for a speedy re count of the bal-
lote. The question might be submitied to
the Judge of the Court of Error sud Appeal
or a County Court Judge, and
thereby much time and money would bs
saved as compared with the pressnt prao.
tice. Any measure proposed for the relisf of
members disqualiticd by the Election Courts
would recelve his hearty suppor.

Mr, HODGINS agreed that public opinion
was in favour of some measare being
enacted for the relief of gentlemen who had
been disqualified by the decislons of the
nder the present syatem
_ points re-
garding the validity of the ballots which on
2ppesl could only be declded by the Court of
Iirror and Appeal. He held that if 1t counld
be shown by affidavit to the Returning Offi.
cer or County Court Judge that the ballots
had been incorrectly counted,or that some re-
Jected ballots ought to have been counted, s
re-court of the ballots should take place in

 tie precence of the returning-officer before

he made his final retarn to the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, subject to an immediate
appenl to the Court of Error and Appeal, If
such a rystem were {naugurated, the great
delay and expense now involved in obtaining

& re-count of the ballots would be obvl- |’

ated,

Mr. LAUDER concurred in the oplnivu
that the members disqualified suffered groat
hardships, The nexs hardship to disqualifi-
cation was the enormous bill of cosis that
partice to election trials were called upon to
pry. A tariff of fees ehonld be fixed by ths
Legis'ature, zo that tne cosls of petisionsr
or respondent might be mado a wmodersto
amouut,

Mr, McCMAHON #aid that Me Stock had
been elected to reprasent his constitaency ia

Jonuary last, but was dirquaiiided fordriuk-

ing on polling day. He was then elected
and had a petition now haoging over his
cead, He thought it wae just that Mr, Siock
thonld have his disability removed, shough
he was opposed to the law itself being altered,
[f bo ghould be usseated, and Mr, Biock
xhould be enabled to run against him, ke would
have to meet a very strony caudidate, but hs

| rolied on the support of hi= Reform {riends,

auQ be hoped he should reccive the sesiatanse
of the member for Soufh Simceoe (hear, hear,
x8 beforo, and also that of the member for
East Grey, (Laughter.)

Mr. DEROCHE expressed his regret that
the Government had not broughs down a
measure relieving these gentlemen from the
disabllity under which they laboored. Thse
result ot the law had beon beneficial, bué he
hoped these gentlernen who had violated a
law which was more severe shan theytheught
would be relieved.

Mr, DEACON zald he should not ofier any
opposition to a messure relieving these gen.
tiemen, and g0 in fact pardonivg those woo
were proved to be guilty, He thought the
House had legislatcd too far, and that its
meanuvres ought to be regulated by ocommon
genge, The judges scemed generally to as.
sumo that the regpondent must be gulity,
and seats had been avoided on grouads which
did not affect the reeult in the slightsst de-
gree  He thought rejectad ballots ought to
bo at cnce decided upon by the County
Judge or some one, and where the iIntention
was apperent ought to be added to the votes

. on one side or the other,

Mr. BREODER suppo
make agents liable for costs, but was cpposed
to relieving these who had been disqualitied,
The operaiion of the law had been sucoessfal
He thought the Court should not be allowed
to enlarge the particulars daring the triel
He thought ths cost should be regulated if
possible, The present system seemed to be
to find out what a man was worth, and levy
for balt of 1t. He bolieved the law ghould
be stringent, and objested to ratroactive le-
gielation, though he wou'd be wiliing to agree
to the limitation of the $ime o! disqualifisa-
tion,

Mr, CREIGHTON referrad o the hardship
in the caso of Mr, Scott, the lates member for
North Grey. He bellevea the Act bad baen
too etrict y arplied, and was in favour of
doing away with the dqualifcation, E

Mr MOWAT esid i% was t0 bo regreited
that the cost of these tiials was so lar.e
b:t he c¢id not kn w that it war possidble tu
m: ke them smallor, The macninery way as
i Je se poggiblo, a-d the amounts 4:xod
{or corta were the manc &3 lo civil sulls,

rted the proposal to |

o |




