had been argued veryably and verylearnedly
that gentlemen holding the office of Privy
Councillors could not take a seat in the
House, Whatoever might be the weight that
ahould be attached to these arguments he
proposed %o set the matter beyond doubs,
He wanted to see Privy Councillors sitting
in this House for his part (laughter), for he
thought they might assume that benefii was
to be derived from their presence, and the
abler they were the better whatever side of
the House they belonged to, To-day they
had one gentleman holding that office who

bhad a seat on the Opposition side of the

House, but perhaps it might bappen that to-
morrow they would have one on his (Mr,
Mowat's) side. The Bill would declare tnat
wher & Prvy Councillor bad no scat in the
Serate or in the Hcuse of Comnmons, he way
net disqualified to hold a seat 1o this Assom.
bly, and that if anything of the klad
bad happered hitherto, mnc goutleman occ-

cupying that position should be llable to any
penalties by reason of his seat in this Honse.
(Cheers.)

The motion was carried and the Bill read
the first time,

Mr. MOWAT moved that the Bill be road
the second time on Monday.

Mr. CAMERON objected, as Monday was
not a Government day.

Mr. MOWAT said the Speaker had pre-
vioualy held that such a motion was in order,
though of course objection might be taken
sgainst the second reading when it came up, it
it would interfere with tne regular course ol
business for that day.

Mr. SPEAKER sald the motion was, he

belleved, perfectly regular, but ho wounld be

inclined to sustaln an objection taken
when the second reading came up ajalnstits
going on on a Private Bills day.

1 he motion was carried.,
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE,
Mr. MOWAT moved *‘ Thatduring the re-

malinder of the session Government Orders be |

taken up after the other Orders on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays.” He sald that
last session a motion to this effect had been
carried on the 18th of November (the sesslon
baviog opened on the 12th), or in six days
after the beginning of the session. The ob-
ject was to facllitate the business of the
House so long as this did not stand in the
way of business in the hands of the private
members. But when the Bllls of private
members were not sufficient to ocoupy the
whole time, he thought both sides of the
House would agree that it was right that
Governmeni business thould be taken up
when it was ready.

Mr. CAMERON said that while he waz |

not disposed to offer unnecessary opposition
to a motlon of that kind, he did not thini it
' at all deeirable that Government buziness
should be taken up late in the evening when
members were weary and the louse
thin, The Private Biil buslners was
likely to be very considerabls, and he did not
think hon, gentlemen opposite ehould ask any
" undue indulgence at the hands of the House,

The moiion was carried,
RULES OF THE 1IOUSE,

Mr. MOWAT moved the adoption of the
report of the Select Commlitiee lﬁpointed to
revige the rules of the House, e had had
the advantage of the sssistance of two hon,
members on the opposite slde in this rovision

of the rules, and he thought the changes |

which had been made would have the con-
currence of the whole House, He might
" mention for the information of bon. members
the changes which it was proposed o make
in the rules, First, they had maae a pro-
vision that in order to have the galleries
cleared, it would require five members o
mzke a rcquest to that effect, instead of one,
They bad not in thls House found any pract!.
cal evil arlsing from the present rule since he
bad been a member, as he belleved the galler.
{es had never been cleared since that time,
They all knew the unreasopable working of
the rule in the English House of Commons,
which one member could have
Rﬁ gallerles cleared, and they wouald
agree that there was mno oase
- in which it mmpor that the galleries
should be cl in which five members
could not be found to ask for it.

Mr., CAMERON objeoted to the Attor.
pey-General asking the concumence of the
House in the report before that report had
been considered in Committee of the Whole
House. They should have an opportunity
of considering the clauzes of the reporb seri-

atim,
Mr., MACDOUGALL thought it would be

better to refer the report to Committee of
the Whole,

Mr, MOWAT saild that the Committeé
had been a special one, on which, at all the
meetings except the last, there had been an
c¢qual number of members from both sides of

 the House. He thought that in that case it
would not be necessary to submit the report |

to Committee of the Whole Hou*~,
After rome dizcussion,

Mr, MOWAT raid the course he was
toking was the same as that taken by the

| hon, gentleman’s Government on a similar

occar’on, It appeared by the journals of
1867-8 that the report of the Corumittes on
the rules of the House was adopted, . & of
of 113 sections, there was ~robably not more
than a tenth in which the 4 1any altera-

tion, and out of those Ia wi.."  re was any
alteration, there were <-ly t' or lour in
regard to which there woula . differ-
ence of opinfon, Li.did. ~*' rould
be convernient, unless the r *weo  use
absolutely required it,to g omum. «wee §o

citcuse the (uestion, :
Mr, CAMERON gaid the rulcs sdopteu in

- 1867 were simply copied from the Domipion
rules, and therefore created no giscuston,

He thought the prope: ;"ay, 4 was to have
%1 fnnttar referred to Commitice of the
ole,

Mr, CURRIE #ald that soon after the
first Parliament of Ontario mot, the
rules of the House ¢f Commons of Canada

were adopted, but after that a Committee |

was appointed, and the Government allowed
a private member to present the report,
which was adopted with the Speaker In the
chair, That Gowmeroment of course could
do no wrong (laughter); bat now the hon,
gentleman had objected to the present Gov-
ernment taking the same course as the Gov-
;r:mant of which he was a member had
en,

Mr, COAMERON said the former Govern-
ment could do mo wrong, but the preseat
Government could do wrong. The changes
proposed now had been already discussed.

Mr, SPEAKER said he ocould see no rule
requiring that this matter should be consider-
ed in Committee, but he thought it would be

' a great convenlence if 1t were referred to

Committee, as the dizcussion would probably
be of a conversational character,

Mr, MOWAT gaid that when the objection
was raised he was going on fo efate what
the changes really were, He had referred to
the number of members who should have
the right of clearing the House of strangers,
The' next rule referred to the order of busi.
ness, The chief change in that wasallow-
ing Government business to be taken up
alter other business on the days when Gov-
ernment business bad not precedence, except
Mondsys, when Government business was
excluded. Of course the House could ad-
journ when 1t saw fit, notwithstanding this
rule. The 20th rule gave third readings

recedence, except of Government orders,

he 23rd order merely put inio the orders |

what the Speakerhad already declared to bs

the rule, e 26th order provided that a '

motion under consideration at six o'clock on
Wednesdays or Fridays shonld be proceeded

| with after recess, instead of the preaent rule
" which prevented the question belng resumed

at half-past seven. The 30th rule provided
that on a motion for adjournment speeches
should be limited to ten minutes,
The 43rd order provided for the word “‘print.
ed” in full hal.nlg plmed on the orders Instead
of the letter “‘P.” The alterations proposed
in the 44th order were thought desirable In
order that members might know the import-
ant zmendments which had been made in
Committee, This was all the more desira-
ble in this Legislature, where they had only
one House, and it any slip occurred there
was no chance of correct'ng it. The 5lsat
rule was Intended to shorten the period for
proceeding with Private Bllls, No advan.
tage was glined by the public by the lengih
of time which was now given to the promo-
ters of Private Bills, who always took the
full time. In Quebec they had gone further
than was Y:uponad here, having ordered that
these Bills should be printed before the
House met, It was now proposed to reduce
the time for presenting petitions for Private
Bills from thiee weeks to ten days; for intro.
ducing the Bills from four weeks to
gseventeen days, and for reporting
on them from &lx weeks to thirty
days. He bhad pno doubt these
changes would be found to work bereficlally.

The 53rd rule provided that applications for |
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