——

after the repors was roc.1ved.

Mr. MOWAT sald it would bsfound when
refarn was brough$ down that any delay
had occurred in the Jesuo of the writs |

owing to cuneiderations entiroly
Oifferent ‘rom those which had bean men-

In a large
number of caves, however, it would bo foand |

that the writs had been issued within a short

which
had been

toned by the hon, member,

time of the recelving of the reports, For fn.

atance, In North Ontarlo the report had ben
received on the 27th of September, and the
been iszued ou the same day 3 in

rey the report had been received on
the et of October, and the writ had bsen

lssued on the 4th; In West Peterboro’ the

writ had
North G

writ bad been issued on the 4th of Outobor,

the report having been recelved on September
27th ; in Halton the repsrt had been recelved
and the writ issued on the sams day; in

had been reazeived on

Wentworth the report

the 6th of October and the writ {ssned on the |

7th ; in Northumberiand the writ bad besn
day that the

fcsued on  the same

report had been recelved; in Monck

the report had heen received on the 28ith of

May, aud the writ jasued on the 1st of Juue;

In Welland the writ had besn issued on the

same day that the report had bsen receivcd;
in Cornwall tha e
the 19th of June, and the writ issued on ths
23rd, In xome of the others there had beea
mere or le:s delay, He did not think that
they were required, without paying any re-

port had been racelved on

to the oo v vience of the elestors, to
E:nu the write v dissely upon receiviag |
the report. 1t was well known that some

scazons In the year were muoch mora incon-
vepient for the purposes of an election than
others, So far us the general elections were
copcerned, there was express anthorlty glven
to the Lientenant-Governor to fix a day for
the elections, so that they might all be held
vpon the rame day; but he thonght that
world be an extremely inconveolont arrangs.
ment to mako with regard to those eloctions
which took place a’ter the general election,
According $o the etabernsnt of the hon. mem.
ber there Lad been moventeen elections
In the [Froviuce since the general
eleckion, and wonld have beia in
every way in accordance with the strist
principle of the law il it had boen ensoted
¢ X pressly that these sevonteen should all be
l.-erd on the same day, bat owlng to the in-
convenicooes of suoh an arrangsment it had
not been Jald dowo in the law. The matter
depended on msany circumstances—on the
diligence of tne s iloitors, upon the time of
judgment being rendered, npon the buslness
of the conrts, upon the tms when the Clerk
of the House reccived the regoris, and npon
o'her such oensiderations, 1t was the daty
of the Licutenant-Governor to fix a day for
Lhe geneoral election a$ a season which would
be couvevient for the conatituents, and he
Leld that this rule sbould apply to some ex-
tent to fixing those for individus! elections.
The bon, gentioman woulld observe that the
clectlons in whicu delays hail taken plaze
were those in whioh the fmmediate issue of
the writ would have proved very
Inconvenient to the electora,
ter which had caused delay ia gome

instances had bsen the determining to what |

cfficer the writ should be addresde ; and 1t
bad onlr been alter great hositation and afisr

sicn cn this poins,
which bad been referred to, the cause of the
delay had been thst represontations had been
made to him of the strongest posaible kind
fromfvarfous parts of the riding that the Re-
gistrar at the former election had boen
chargeable with varlons acts which were {a-
consistent with the conduct of a fair retara-
ing-cfficer, and the question was whether
they were bound to issue the writ to hia, or
whether there skould he an lavestigation, In
the end he had beenre-appointed, s might
tay that tho communications which had been
written to him on the subject were all mark.
¢d private, #o that be cou'd make no use of
them, It had further besn reprosented $o
him that all parties had dosired that theore
gshould be a delay ; and what he had learned
from watohing tho newspapers confirmead the

e e e

Aaother mat- |

erable amount of investigation that
he bhad in some inatances come to a conalu- |

With regard to Dundas, |

representations which had been mads to him,
e apprehended tha$ no permon would dis.
$o that the time st which tha election had
beea held was piaoch more convenisat

than if ac earller dats had been fixed, With

yegard fto the other cases reforred to, he
would say that, as the law had stood pre.
viously, no maiter whon the riput of the
J was made no new clection could take
place until after the meeting of the House
so that when the tiouse met after the socond
general eleotion & number of seats had been

|

vacant; and thelr object had beea o vent
Shat, and to make sure that before thaplﬁﬂunua

met all the vacancles should be filled
The definition which had

up.
given to the

“Immediately” and “forthwith” in the

Act had been construed %o

moan *““within

& reasonable time,” and he thonght it would
be difficult to make out that :gy unreasoa-

able delay occurred

10th of June and the writ had

in the oase
where the report had been recelved on the

been {ssued

on the 15th of July, which was less than a

wmonth,
South Ozfora the delay had bee

That was also true of Rassell, In
B c¢ven lezs,

the report having been received on the 5th of

August and the writ isgued
suggeation that there was sn

oa the 20th, The
poliiical mg.

tive in the matter was entire y without foun.

dation; and the results of

roferred as causlng delay in
writs had come entively befors his
ment, he acoepted the whole
tocneoted with the maiter,

Mr, CROOKS dented that there had heen |

e Goverament, or |

: sulf his personal
o LVeRICNCo In any way with regard o eloa. |

He would only 68y 1a roferensza o

Arrangements made by th
by any member of it, to

tions,
some of the remarks of the hon. moember for
London that leading men in varouns consti.
fuencier sl over the Province, trom Algoma
to the Ottawa River, where vacanofss hasd
ocourred, had asked Lim to a'low kimsel? to
be nominated; and thare had been 12 no shane
or form any Interference by the Government
Or any member of it wi:h the ordinary ar.
rairgements o sult Lis convenienoe,

Mr, BRODER cortented that thera hed
been delays which oould not be excured by
tie argument that the datos fixed uptn were
thore conven'ent for the people, He con-

| tinded that the delay had been {a the ¢ruahy

of Dunday for Eﬂlitieal advantages to tho

Government. e malntilned that the ra.

" turnlzg offiocr of Dundas bed done his da‘v
faithfully aud according to law. and that any

cillrgea egaiest him had arlsen from paréizan.
akip,
Mr, MACDOUGALL (Simcos) said 1t was
tatisfactory to hear that what kiad bosn re-
arded by the peop’s asa violation of the
aw was not attributab'e to any tmprop-ety
of conduct on the part of any officsr of th's
House, They had therefore fo deal with ths
Government. He wanted $o0 know what
right the Excentive had to iaterlers with
the privileges of the House In a mstter of
that kicd, The law said that the Speaker
or Clerk, as the case might be, should canse
the writ to issuve forthwith on the receipt of
the judge's certificate "The House ought to

snow if they were under the reign of

law or of an arbitrary Government who
could do what they pleagod. If the Act
were defective, it should be amended by a
ttatute, but the law should be observed so
long a8 1t wss unrepealed. The dictioparies
showed that the judges had held the term
“ferthwith” to mean *‘as soon as convenisnt-
ly mey be,” He belleved the improssion
would go abroad that the interferencs hers
had been a pelitioal Interference for tha ob-

- Joot of serving partisans ot the Goverament, |
. ond had been a crime on th

F
| ald in the amendment of this Aot g0 as to

ministration, He hoped when the return
came down the Hcuse wonld be lnclined to

prevent the word ““forthwith” being inter

preted to suit, the view, of any Goveraments
to mean $wo or three months,

Mr HOUGINS esid members on that
side.of the Hopeo belicved that as little as
prssible sbonld be left to the dlicretion of
the Adwivistration in regard to elections,

. Uy lookiug at the Jaw it would be found that
- the discretion of the Government was left in

the parrowest possible compass., Tae Agh !
reepecting  the goneral elections provided

practically that no smeat should b
ieft  vacant for more than  forty |
days, 80 it  would scema  that

where the word * forthwiili” was aved the
writ al culd {ssue sothat not more than fors
days theuid elapse betweer the time tho of |

ficer ¢f tho Fovre received Lhe report of the |

the elestions in
question should have shown that to the hon

gentleman, As the matbers to which hs had
the iesue of the

Depart.
responsibility

i
i

h

o part of the Ad.

cord/ng to the atatute.

Scuth Victorla had complained of tue elec.
tion being held in the busy season, but the

jucge sand the time when the writ should b |
eatizfied and the election completed Tae |
- other claunes of the Aot provided that the |

dsy of eclection shonid be nut more thaa
twen'y and vot leas than tixteen days from |
the teste of the writ, e thought it woald |
be scarcaly ressonable to lock upon a limit
of two months ss belng a * forthwith” ae.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN gaid the pecple In |
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