ing connected with all the Courts and all
the business in the country. The principle
involved in the Bill of the hen. member for
East Grey was the afirming chat it was 1m-
proper for the Government to interfere with

the printing of the Couuty Councils. He |

contended that neither Mr, Sandfield Mao-
donald nor Sir John Maodonald had ever
given Clerks of the Peace orders to insert
such advertisements in certaln’ nows.
papers, though members of these Govern-
ments might have suggested that if practic-
able it be given to newspapors sup-
porting them.

Mr, BETHUNE aald he had no doubt bus
the clause which it was mnow sought
to repeal had been rendered necessary,
knuwi:glu he did she old disputes that so
frequently occurred between the sherifls and
exeouting creditor, He thought that upoa
the whole the Lieutesant-(iovernor in Coun-
of] was, no matter what party was in power,
the best judge in the matter under a respons:
ible system of Government. If it was found
that any Injustice was being done, the pres-
sure of pubiic opinlon would soon nhli%e the
(Jovernment to rectify the wrong. If the

Government persisted in any course which:

was not just and fair, it was perfecily open
to any member to expose them, or cven to
bring them before a Committec, He was

qaite sure that the Ccunty Counacils would

be perfectly willing to forego thelr power to
direct in what papers those advertizements
should be inserted. For his part he was
perfectly willlng to take the responsibllity of
defending to his constituents the iaw as it
pow stood, and he hoped the Covernment
would ot change it.

la

Mr. MACDOUG ALL contended that the |

provislion in this Act was a nsurpation of
the power which onght to belong to the
County Ceuncils, He was entirely opposed
to this centralization which hon. gentlemen
had endeavoured to s=ccure In this way.
This would some years ago have been con-

sidered a Tory measure, It had been thought |

that messurses which kept the power out |

of the hands of the people were lory mea-
sures, snd Reformers always contended
for self-government. Now, however, these
gentlemen, who claimed to be the successors
of the old Reformers, atked this Leglslature
to enable them to coerce the officlals to obey
their behests. The member for Stormont
bad put this matter on a higher ground, but
ke belleved the Government had been in-
spired by a desire $o use the people’s money
in order to promote thelr own political ob.
jects, in passing this legislation. The result
was that the people felt a desire to punish
hon, gentlemen for thelr action in this mat-
ter. He thought the Provincial Secretary
ought to have avoided the atate-
ments contained In the preamble to his
amendment, because those statements were
not, he bellevad, accurste. He asked if
‘ounty Councils under the previous law
could be compelled to pay for advertise:
ments which they did not authorize,

Mr. MOWAT—Conviction}lists, for in-
stance, Undoubtedly.

Mr. MACDOUGALL esid in that ocase
tbere might be some foundation for the
statement in the amendment, (Hear, hear.)
The member for Kast Grey was ndm.{tted to
have good ground for bri this matter
before the House, and he hoped hon, gentle
men would give Connz Counclls the po wer

“to dispose entirely of thelr own moneys. He
had no strong opinion as to the she ffs’ ad-

. vertisements, lns thought that that matter
might very well be left to the Government
of the day.

Mr. MOWAT sald hon. gentlemen oppo-
site had tried to represent that the legislation
of 1ast session had endeavoursd to take this
power away from Coun Councils, They
never had that power. The clerk of the
peace might sometimes have adopted the
view of the County Council as %o the news-
. paper which he should gelect, bat that was

the exception. The clerks of the peace, the

sherlffs, and the other officlals generally act-
ed according to thelr own views, and those
were almost always In accordance with the
views of the Government of the
' day. He had ovidence before him
' in the shape of letters which proved this
| statement, The Government requested the
' officlals to advertise in papers,
' but Mr. Sandiield Macdonald declared that
pe would deal summarily with parties
who did not conform to hls request,
It was a request in form, but a ocom
mand in fack  Hon, gentlemen sald
this was taken out of the hands of the people.
' The Government were the chosen represent

; stives of the o of Ontarlo, an these

m¢nt propored,

' the newspapers that suppo

| would favour a proposal to glve the pa-

' ment in the general intercsts of the Pro-

?
}

' measure indicated ; but he doubted the sin.
' cerity of the Minletry in regard to legislating

officials were not the representatives o yae
people in any senze, This practioe hag peen
formerly carried on In an underhany way,
but the Government had put it openly iy an
Act of Parllament, and the present proposad
of the member for East Grey was an after.
thonght, and would merely have the effect of
restoring the matter to ite previous condition,
It the motion had been postponed the hon,
member would have been aware of the char-
acter of the legislation which the Govera-

Mr., MEREDITH contended that the
Government was not authorized to give
printing to the newspsapers which supported
them politically, and the result of that sys-
tem would be to prevent entlrely com peti.
tion among the different newspapers, Such

power should not be entrusted to any Gov-
ernment,

Mr. GOW reminded the hon. members that
the universal practice of the Conservatives
when in power was to give all patronage to
them. If
there was any easy mode of asoertaining
what papers had the largest circulation, he

tronage to those papers, He hoped some
legislation would be framed by the Govern-

vince; and, having faith in the promise made
by the Provinclal Secretary, he would sup:
port the amendment,

Mr. SCOTT thought there conld not be
a more favourable opportunity than the pre-
sent for the Government to introduce the

ip the directicn desired by the hon, member
for East Grey,

Mr. ROSS contended that the Sandfield
Macdopald Government had interfered with
the Clerks of the Peace in regard to the pub-.
lication of advertisements in the Conserva-
tive papers.

Mr. Graham and Mr. Robinson spoke
briefly, after which

Mr. PAXTON regretted that the Attor.
ney-General had backed down in regard
to the clause in the Bill, which was the on'y
clause he was favourable to, (Laughter.) It
was no use endeavouring o satisfy the Oppo-
sition, for their action wasdictated solaly by
party ressons. The members for East Grey

and  East Toronto both admitted that the *

Government should support thelr friends,
but they supported the new Bill in order to
avoid that principle, He hoped the Bill
would be voted down.

Mr, DEACON sald he believed the mem- |
ber who had last spoken was not speakicg
for s)1 the usual supporters of the Govern-
ment when he hoped the Bill would be voted |
down. He contended that the Goverament |
had backed down on their past coaree, as
they no promised to am-nd the 88th Section
of the Act. He would lnier from that promise

that they intended leaving the power in the
hards of the County Councils. He contended
that although when the matter was before
the House last session the Opposition had
not asked for divisicns they had by their
speeches prote: ted against the prizciple of |
the S88th Scction,

Mr. LYON contended tha' the reason why |

hen, gentleman opporite had brought In such
s» amendinent was in order fo make
an ostensible case agairst the Gov-
ernmept in  the  country, through
{hey did not p etend to deny *lat the late
Covernment had exercised all the patronags
in their nower, He had full confidence o |
‘he promise made by the Governmens, aad
would cordially support them.

Mr. BRODER said the previous Govera-
ment had mnever attempted to place such »
law upon the statute book as the one whioh
it wss now sought to amend—a law which
gave them com
ing.

Mr. BISHOP sald he would have preferred
if the reading of the Bill had been deferred
actil the correspondence asked for in refor-
erce to the matter, While he did not think
the Government Bill was anotH right, he cer-

thought it was nearer right than one
sought to place the whole power in

tbe bands ot supporters of the

hon. entlemen opposite. (Hear,
hear.) He read from the minutes of
the Huron County Council to show that the
late Government had persistently interfered
with the rights of that body when they de-
sired o leave the matter to fair competition.
He had perfect eonfidence that the Govern-
ment would sct honestly under the present
law,but ks hoped they would change tﬁa law,
for fear that at some distant day the less

control of county print- |
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