ONTARIO LECISLATURF.

FIRSY SESSION — THIRD PARLIAW.CAT.

WeDKESDAY, Deo, 8.

The Speaker took the chair at three

Q'dﬂ ck,
PETITIONS,

The following petitions were, presented: —
Hon., Mr, Currie—Of the Town Council

of St. Oatharines, for an Act to amend the

Act authorizing them %o construct Water-

works,

Mr. Deroche—Q! the Bishop of Nisgara,
for an Act to incorpornte the Bymdlzf.tho
Diocese of Niagara. it

Mr, Crelghton—Of the Town Coun
Meaford, for an Act to amend thelr Aot of
Incorporation.

Mr. Flesher—Of the Townehip Council of
Caledon, for an Act to confirm a ceortain
survey in said tewnship.

Mr. O’'Donogthue (two petitions)—Of the

Bishop of Onfario, also of the Rev. J. 8,
Lauder, for m Act to authorize the sale of |

certain Church property in Ottawa,

Mr, O'Dmoghue—Of (i, B, Pattie ¢/ o', of
Ottawa, for an Act to incorporate the Union
Fire Insv'ance Company,

Mr Vills—Of Margaret Welsh, of Belle.
-ville, paying for aid.
MISSAGE FROM HIS HONOUR,

M: SPEAKER presented a message from
his Honour, acknowledging the Address
votd by the Houre,

THE STANDING COMMITTIEES,

Mr, MOWAT moved the adoption of the
report of the Select Committee appolnted to
strike the Standing Committees,

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) sald he un.
derstood that there had been some sugges-
tion to the effect that the Private Bills Com-
mittee shou!d be increazed In numbers,

Mr. MOWAT sald that the hon, member
for London had suggested that the name of
the hon. member for North Leeds (Mr,
Merrick) should be added to that Committee,
‘He was perfectly willing that that should be
doune, provided that of the hon. member for
Algoma (Mr, Dawson) was also added.,

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) ®said he
understood that the hon, member for East
Toronto had some su ons to make with
regard to the Public Accounts (‘ommittee,
but he (Mr, Macdougall) could not take the
responsibility of asking for any more delay
on account of that hon. gentleman’'s absence.
He believed there was some ocomplaint that
the Committce was stronger in one direction
than it ought to be, assuming that the trans-
actions of the Government were perfectly

of Oxford in order to s teat alongside
the hon. Premlier, Th%pposlﬁun did not
wish to divide the House upon the matter, or
%o :?o that the Committee as now conasti.
duted of 17 members would be an unfair one,

untll they had trled it. If, however, they
found that the Government intended to pur-
sue the same course this session as last, they
would bring the matter up in the House. The
leader of the Opposition ook the same ground
as he did,with to the Committee, The
Treasurer had sald last seszion thatthe public
paid no attention to the action of the Com.
mittee, but the electors of East Toronto bad
told him a different story. (Laughter.) He
(Mr, Lauder) was here to protest,in the name
ﬁ tlllri; o%l;ﬂtnan]:ry which rlil;“d elect-
& ge majority inst

the action of the Government l:guthnt
Committee last session, They had not
bad an audit or an inv tlon of the ac-
counts of the Provinoefor the past two years,
and the action of the Committee had simpl
amounted %o nothing. (Hear, hear,
laughter.) The hon, member for South
Brant laughed, but he was one who had as-
sisted the Government in preventing a pro-
per investigation. The of the Opposl-
tion and his friends had at least the satisfac-
tion of knowing that the country had
strengthened their hands,

Mr, MOWAT &eald he defied the hon. gen.
tleman or any of his friends to find a single
thing t&bjooﬂnnlblo or improper in the con-
duct the Government in reference %o
the Public Accounts Commistee during the
paat year. The hon, member had sald
that the Government had been warned by its
friends not to pursue the course this session
th t‘ll:d done lnthahl:iti.bnt the fau&m

© Very reverse ppened, (Hear,

hear,) The friends of the Government had
assured them that if they continued to act as
they had done, they would be well satisfied
give them a hearty support. (Cheers)

He was simply astonished at the statement
of the hon, member that the Government had
sought to stifle inquiry in the Public Ac-
counts Committee, when he must have known
that every paper they had wished, every-
:E:F that would tend to facilitate proper in-
gation, had been supplied, (Hear,) For
mere party purposes some members of the
Committee had desired tobringbefore it mat-
ters which i§ was entirely Improper should
be brought before it; but in everything per-.
taining to the proper and legltmats functiona
of the Committee the Government had given
them assistance in every possible way. They
had even, as in the case of the McCandless
inqulryr:lgmtad a special committee in order
to afford every opportunity for the fallest
investigation. (Hear, hear,) This session
they had increased the power of hon gentle-
men o te, by allowlng the proportion
of le men from the Opposlion to
be much stronger than from his
slde of the House. He contended that it was
not correct that the Treasurer’s defeat in East
Toronto had been owing to his action on the

A Public Accounts Committee, as it was well
:&hl: r:n::l:n“n B“*ﬂéﬁ n“ e '“““ii ﬁ:;ﬂ | known that olty constituencies were continu-

werk of the Committee 1§ would be oprn to ally sh their representatives., The hon |

| _ : tleman had asserted that the Government
those on his side of the Iouse to ob’ect in nh”“
the Heure at any time, and for his I'.'m he g:d obliged to back down with regard

was anxious that the work of tre various to the Public Accounts Committee, but he |

could assure him it would require a much
Committees should proceed. stronger man than the h ber for E
Mr. LAUDER sald that ¥ o pumber of , ot gy i oy o

Grey to make the Government back down
members en the Public Acor jnts Committee apon any right course, He believed that |
bhad been increased from () even to seventeen

those soenes in the Public Aoccounts Com-
—1in other words it bad b op pearly doubled. mittee of which the hon. member |
He dld not know how tr

Js Increase of mem- for South Simcoe had sald that
bers would affect the ~ sperations of the Com- “they had caused the people of this country
mittee, but perhaps it would be found that to hang their heads in shame,” would not
the Government W 5uld not be able through now be repeated,since that hon, member ( Mz,
thelr Treasurer t¢ realst the actlion of that Macdougall) was upon the Committes,
Commi$tee as tF oy had been able to do last I (Hear, hear.) He (Mr., Mowat) would be |
sesslon, by ¥/ fling all enquiry, and opposing very much surprised if they did not this

all action In * he direction of enquiry’(Laugh- year find the course pursued on that Com-
ter.) The ! jovernment members of the Se- mittee much more dignified than it had been
lect Comyv jttee had not dared to bring in | In the past, (Hear, hear.) He had boen

such & report as they had done last prepared to go much more fully Into the

pession The Government had been whole matter if hon, gentlemen opposite had
foroed ¢o abandon the tion they had & Frupoled an amendment, as hl;phnd been
forw erly taken with to this matter; ed to believe they Intended so doing.

thv .y had felt bound to increase the numbers
W, on the Committee in such a way as to

ve the O ition greater portionate
Eltrougth thfnp:hun the Commistee had con-

He rejolced that hon, members would soon
be afforded an opportunity of making a
thorough iInvestigation of the Pablic Ac-

counts, The Government desired that the
slated of seven members, The result of the investigation should be falr and impartial,

late general electioft had been to force the and they would endeavour to prevent the

Government to do this, and they had had Opposition fiom deoiog any improper act in
to give way to the warnings of their friends the Committee. -

to change their course, and ho knew that the The report was concurred in. '
feeling of the House was that there should Mr, MOWA'L moved that the hon, mam-

be a full and fair enquiry into matters com. | bers for North Leeds
and Algoma be added
ing before the Pablic Accounts Committee. to the Private Bills Committes, Cacried,

The hon., Treasurer had been driven out of
East Toronto by the indignant feeling of the BILLS INTRODUCED.
The followlng Bills were introduced and |

with regard to this matter, and he
forced to go to the pooket borough |




