work without the authority of the Legis.
lature baving been first ubhznd. g

Mr, CREIGHTON protested against the
Increased expenditure in the Public Works
Department, ﬂpﬁﬁlﬂll{ In view of a dinin-
fshed cutlay ou public works. He thought
there had been no argument made out for
~Increased expenditure,

_Mr, CURRIE said hon. gentlemen oppo-
tite were In the habit of referring to the
«conomical administration of public affalrs
rf.tha late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, bat

t hon gentleman had lived and died a

Reformer; aad the only time he had ever
departed from the true prinociples of the
Reform party was when he jolned in a
coalition with the Conuervative party. He
went on to show the manner in whioh the
rank and file of the Conservative party had
treated that statesman, contending that the
only time they had ever reaally supportad
him was when they were expecting to get
favours from him,

Mr. BOULTER read from the past
hes of the hon, member for Welland $o
show that he had formerly stated that Sand.
field Macdonald had recelved more support

fiom Conservatives than from the Clear
Gﬁt'-

Mr, CAMERON said that the Sandfield
Macdovald Government *had been able to
carry out the great public works at a less
¢xpenditure than the Government were
now able to carry on the trifling works they
propesed to complste,

-~  Mr. BETHUNE ocalled attention to the

vite for the salary of the accountant and law
clerk, and hoped, if postible,that his services
might be dispensed with,

Mr., FRASER contended that the serv'ces
of euch an officer were required,

Mr. CAMERON said his experience was
that such an officer was necessary, as it was
not always convenient to consalt the Atsor-
ney-General’s Department,

Mr, CROOKS showed that the difference
between the estimates for 1871 and those for
1876 was under $20,000, and pointed ous
that compariscus made by hon, gentlemen
opposite were unfalr, in not iato
ascount the difference in the mode of
charging the entriecs. The gentlomen
who were now acting as clerks inthe varlous
Departments had been nearlyall appointed to
office by hcn  gentlemen opposite, and they
bsd been promiscd increases of salaries when
the Sardfield Masdonald Government was to
come back strong from the electlons of 1871,
the great evlls of the present Civil Service
systems, in Ottawa and in Washingten, had
originated in political importunity of the
friends of the Governments then lu power.
(he present Government had {ncreassd very
few ealarles, and not a single one for po-
litical objects. Nearly all the clerks In
avery Department of the (iovernment were
in sympathy with hon. gentlemen opposite,

~ Mr. CAMERON sald he had nover ob-
jocted to raleing the salaries of those
who deserved them, but what he
complained of was that the present Govern-
ment appeinted officers who were really not
tequired, He roferred to the dismissal and

fe-inltﬂmtnt of one of the clerks, a Mr, Tay-
uh

Mr, CROOKS gaid that the charges which
had long ago becn made in reference to Mr,

-Taylor had been shown to be falsa after a
full in veatigation,

Mr, ROSS asked if some of the oclerks
or draughtamen could not be dispensed with
in the Department,

Mr. FRASER said that in his opinlon the
public service counld not be efficlently per-
formed withcut the preecent number of clerks,
These draughtsmen performed a variety of
duties bes!des making draughts In the De-

partment,

Mr, CAMERON contended that there had
been an unwarranted increase in the expeonses
of the Department since 1871,

Mr. FRASER pointed out that in 1871 the
cfficers now appearing under the head of the
Department were charged against the s)pacial
works on which they were engaged. The
real increase between 1871 and 1876 was
only about $1,000,

Mr, CROOKS gave the detalls to show the
cori cotnesa of the statemosnt of the Commlis.
sioper of Public Works,

Mr. LAUDER said in that cate the in-
orease In the cost of clivil goveranment must

be in some other Departineat, because there
had been a large increase,

Mr. PAXTON was glad that the member

for East Grey was satisfied that there was
pothing wrong with the expenditure in this
Departmeat,

Mr, CURRIE said this increase in expen.
diture bad been going on ever a?:ua
Confederation, aud mnot on'y ginge
this Government had been in power.
It the Government bhad been ex.-
tirvagant whby had hen,  gentlemen
opyorite not attempted tocheck the extrava-
garc.?

Mr, BETHUNE pointcd out that salaries
had Increascd wot only in the Goverament

0-atek kut in otber og.upations, Hs w
m\nr of uﬂrﬁ

' faveur of a reduction of the num
~in the Civll Service, and the payment of bet-

ter zalaries.

Mr, MACDOUGALL said thers were no
public works now to call f« r the employment
of solarge astaff, The Government omght
to show that the expeniiture projosed was
NECESIATY,

Mr, SINCLAIR poiated out that the
buildings erected by Mr, Sandtield Maodon-
ald had not been complcted, but had been a
confilnual source of troub's to the

t Government, The late . ornment

d not erected {on good building excspt
the Lieutenant-Governor’s rceidence in To-
ronto. He thought the staff should not be
Increaszed, as it was more difficult to decreass
than to Increase a staff,

Mr., CAMERCN again compared the ex-
penditure between this year and 1871, He
understood the utterances of the raember for
. Welland this session, to be in anticipation of
| thecreation of a sixth portfolio in the Gov-
ernment, The increase of salaries to pablic
ofiicers would not make the country much

poorer, and the leak was in public works out-
'l gide of the expenditure on civil government.

He corrected some of the remarks of the
- member for South Simcoe,

After some remarks by Mr, Cole,
Mr, HAY expressed hissatisfaction withthe

thought that exception could not be taken
to trifling Inoreases in the salarles of public
officials when hon members had inoreased
their own allowances,

Mr. SINCLAIR said he was prepared to
admit that there was a larger expsaditare
under the present Government than formerly,
but good results had been ohtained, the

different Departments having been condasted

efficlently,
The item was passed,
The following items also passed: —

Dag.rhnent of Agriculture........ $1,100
Public Institutions.......... cessse B.TO9

Misoellaneous ...... ....... snenane NI

The Committee rose and reportsad,
The House adjourned at 12 o’clock.

NOTICES OF MOTIONS,

Mr. McMahon—On Thursday—DBill to
amend the Act reypecting Muniocipal Institu.
tions in Oantsrio,

Hon Attorney.General Mowat—On Thurs.
day next—Bill to make further provision
respecting Permanent Bailding Socleties,

Mr. Paxton—Oa Thursday next —Address
for a return showing the amount paid to each
Returning-officer and his deputies for their
scrvices at the last general and any subze.
quent elections,

| explanations of the Goverament. He




