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be derived from the reports in question,
These reports could not afford t upon
some portions of the estimates, and when
they had searchod other portions it might be
considered whether delay shou'd take place
or nok. The first portion of the estimates
were those with regard to which the reports
would afford no aseistance whatever, Tae
hon. member had referred to the practice
in Legislatures to which he bad belonged, ot
discussing the estimates in the latter part of
the gession; but unless there had b2en a
change since the time he (Mr., Mowat) had
been & member of that body, it had been
ove of the grievances whioch had
becn loudly complained of, that the
eslimates wore clscussed at so lIate
a period in the scesion, The praseat
rovernment had effscted a great raform In
that particular (hear, hear), and they now
proposed to g> on with the work in the earl
part of the session, in order to glve the ful{
est time and opportunity for information, I!
there was to bo a discnseion upon some por.
tions of the estimates, it was no reason why
the other portions should not now ba goae on
with,

The molion was carriad,

The House went into Committee, Mr

- Hodgins In the chair,
' The following items passed : —
Lieutenant Governor's cffice........$ 1900
Executive Councll and Attorney.
General’s Department. ... .. ... .. 12,870
Treasury Department. . . . .. ik . 17,100

On item 519,857 for Seorctary and Reyls
trar’s Department,

Mr., LAUDER complalned that the statls.
tics of births, marrisges, and deaths embodied
in tbe Regisirar’s veport last year wers ut-

- terly unreliable, and the exvenditure in con-

nection with obtaluiog them was a waste of
the public money, Those statistios were never
referred to by the Assurance Companies, and
uvless they were more correct ln the present

year's report, it would by a useless dosu.
wment,

Mr. WOOD sa'd the returns had been un-
satisfactory, and the Government hail pre-
pared & Bill in which several important
amendments would be made in the maaner
of collecting the statistics. The trans
fcrrieg book would ‘be abslished and district
registrars would no longer be employed,
whkereby araving of §3,725 woald be effecte 1,

Mr. LAUDER also complained that regle-
t:a'ion had not besn entorced,

Mr. WOOD sald that the new Bill was
‘iamed for the purpose of carrying out and

. exforcing the law providiog for registration,

The itecm was pasred on a division.
On item §18,872, for Department of Pab'ic

| “'ﬁlkﬂ,

My, MACDOUG ALL s3id that if the G v

| «xim nt bBad desired to keep abrsast of the
- pregreasive movements of the tlmes they

weuid bave submlited to the House some
scheme for placing the Civil Sorvice on a logal
footing, and not hawve 1.fi the servics ia tas
present position, with the patronage in tha
rangs of the Government, Thaey should

Lave :ubmitted 8yme schame for placiug tha
Farvice on & similar fooking Lo that in Eag-
| ' l.' L _.|.- r‘ f-' - E " 1-' t‘ll lt ‘l-nlllﬁﬁ II‘”.

rublic works wer 1 sbrnation. and

Lsvad {)a
parimert, th H-uso kad aright to expaol
¢haf & roduciion wond Rave hiom mals i
the number of clerks employed, though not a
reduction In salaries,

Mr, MOWAT sald the membe- for South
Simcoe frequently made assertions In regard
to esubjects about which he knew nothiu
The Government was responsible for the

mwa $ of ita D ments, and the '
mlm

ty of the House oonfidenoce In the
Government{ He averred that no unneces-
sary clerks were employed. The busineas of
the uunntz‘ was lnoreasing, and 1t was no
argument that a Government was extrava-
gant because it expended now more than a
previous Government expended. The Gov-
ernment rested their upon the ground
that what they pr:roud wai right, but they
sometimes raminded hon. gentlemen opposite
that they were complai
own friends had done.
member for South BSimcoe $ook eve

of what their
honourable

ry |

| never been carried out. |

opportunity to depreciate his own
Province, and could not speak of it except
as a small Province. The question of ths

Civil Service was an important oae, and the
Act pasced at Ottawa on the subjeot had

Mr. MACDOUGALL sald the presens
Government had belied thelr professions as

economists and reformers, The Opposition
had & right to information, but the Govern.
ment asked them to vote supplies in ad-
vance of the proper information, He de-
nicd that he d;.fra slated his native Province,
and al at the Government had jeo-

ized the territory of Oatario by re-

51 ring the boundary question to arbitra-
on,

Mr FRASER polated out that the Civil
Scrvice Bills in Oitawa and in Washington,
to which the hon, tleman polated so
often, had proved fallures, hen Mcr,
Sandfield Macdonald started to arrange the
talarics for Ontario his object was to kee
everything dewn to the lowest notch, mg
some of his own friends complained that he
was too economiocal. The clvil servants were
not over well paid for thelr services, In hia
Department he knew mno man’s political
leanings, The ouly two increases proposed
in that Department were due to the merlts
of the men concerned, The hon,
member for South Simcoe pretend.
¢d to have a E:ut regard for econo
my, but when was a member of
the Government he dellberately consented
to what he knew to bs wrong, and had de-
clared to be equivalent t> throwing eight
willions into the sea. Buf he was a practical
politicilan who was in office and inteunded to
romain there, (Cheers.) An increass in the
departmental expenditure was a necessity as
the area and population of the Province in-
creased, but that did not prove want of econ-
omy. Hon, gentlemen should polnt out any
items which could be lessened. An cyonomy
which did not take efficiency into
account was unwise, The Government
were prepared to give the fallest
‘linful:mttiun which any fair minded man conld |

esire,

Mr, MACDOUG ALL (Simcoe) sald that
the Opposition had complained that they had
not the information which was usually sub.
mitied to the Houve at the beginalng of the
seseion in the larger Parliament of the Do.
minion. He contended that he had done his
part In regard to the extra expenditure of
8,000,000 on the Intercolonial Railway, |
which would bave heen prevented if the |
leading members of the Opposition ia the |
Houte of Commons, and the newspapers sap-. |
porting them, had sustalned him and Mr,
[ley and the minority in that Govern-
ment In reference to that question, In jas-
tice to the majority of the Government, how-
ever, he would say that he belleved that
Imperial considerations had a great deal to
do with thelr decislon in favour of the longer |
route,

After some remarks by Mr, Patterson (E;-
sex), which were inaudible in the reportars’
gallery,

Mr. LAUDER gaid that in 1870 Sandfield
Macdonald had asked about $12,000 for sal-
aries and contingencies on a volume of busi.
tess amounting to $407,000, while the pres
ent Government were asking $13,540 on a
volume of businessamounting to abtut %150,-
000, The hon, Commissioner had asked
them to point out items, but the Public Aos- |
ocunty Committee had not yet organized,
and they didn’t know what his items wera.
He (Mr, Lauder) went on to polnt out that
for furniture, carpets, &c., for the Central
Prison, the sum of §1,043 30 had baen '
charged.

It belng six o’clock the Hruse rass,
After recess,

The House agzin went int> Committee of
tupply.

Mr, FRASER, referrlng t> the item tor
Public Works Department, sald that the
member for liast Grey thoroughly understood
there was not one siugle additional officer '
than was on the staff when the Sandfield
Macdonald Government leff office, The es-
timates fox 1872 prepared by Mr. Sandtield
Macdonald were for $18,957 as against $18,.
872 for 1876, The actual work of the De- |

ritment had largely increated, and included |

rainage, slides, locks, dams, public balld-
ings, and regisiry oifices and gaols. The ex-
penditure on the Central Prison had been in-
vestigated by the Pablic Accounts Commis.
tee and found unobjectionable,

Mr, CAMERON asked if the expenditure
{or water and gas works for the Hamilton
Asylum was included in the general appro-
priation of last year,

Mr, FRASER replied that he was not
sure whether the appropriation would en-

tircly cover that work until all the accounts
were received.

Mr. CAMERON doubted the authority of
the Commissloner to proceed with such
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