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ONTARIC LECISLATURE

FST  SESSIOR — THIRD PARUIAMENT.

Frivay, Dec, 3.
The & ook ®
I Speak the chalr at thres
PETITIONS,
The tollowing peiitions were presentec: —
PETITIONS PRESENTED,

By Mr Wilson— From the Dresden snd Ol

Spri Rallway, praying for an Act tw
amend their Act of Incorporation.

Mr. Springer— Petition to L. Colouton tor
an Aot to adm't him Barrister at-Law,

Hon, Mr. Currie— Petition from the Town
Council of St Catharines for an Act io in, |
eorporate them as a city,

MUNICIPAL FRANCHISE

Mr. CURRIE introduced a Bill enti.. - *

““an Act respecting the franchiee in Man '
eipal Elections,” It was resd the first bian '

THE BOUNDARIES OF THE PRO
VINCE.

My, MACDOUGALL said that before toé
ordere of the day were called he wished to
ask tho Attorney General when the reporie \

en the Poundury Question would be kron'.t
down,

My, MOWAT—Probably on Monday,
THE BUDGET,

Mr, CROOKS said that in accordance with
the usuval onstom in moving the House ".to
Committeo of Supply, he would proceed to
Iay before hon. members s staternent o! the
condition of the financial affaire of the Pro-
vince, Snoh a statement had been made
only on three occasions when the aocounts
for the ccmplete financial year had been in
the bands of members. It was made by Mr,
Wood in 1870, by Mr, Maskenzie In 1572,
and by himself in 1873, after the House had
been in porsereion of the transactions of the
Government for the prevous year,
Honourable members would be able resdily ’
to uvndersiand from the public accosats
of 1874 and the nine months’ statement of
1875 what was the financial posftion of the
Province, There appeared to be some doubs
a8 to whetherhis statementof last year would
bear investigailon or nol. He had then
brought his statement to the 30th September,
1874, and he proposed now $o take the same
data as to the termination of the transso-
tions of 1875, in order that as far as possibie
hon, members might have a proper basis for
their comparisons, The amount he tock
oredit for a8 the excess of our
assets over our liabilities on the
J0th September, 1874, was §5,756,352,
The statement he . now presented woaid
show that the surpinsion the 30ih Soptember,
1875, was $5,096,37¢, He would explain how
the difference arose, Last year he hiad omit-
ted to introduce soine liabilities which
had not then been asocrtained, and which he
had now included. He had also introduced
the $100,000 which had been added to the
Railway Subeidy Fund, which was increasing
as years went on, while our lability was
dimmishing, He had only had three pay-
ments to charge against it last year, but thi
year he had four. The diference of §65°
976 between our purplug [ast year and ...
‘wis éhauy oxpiained by a reference to toe {
labilities which last year he did not charge |
against the eurplue, and which e
House would have to take into con-
sideration in relation to the surplus,
Quebec’s share of Common School Fan cgl-
Jections since July, 1867, amounted $o $325,-
657. Aid to counties for gaols uander Prison
Inspection Act was estimated at $60,000.
From those statements hon, members would
observe that the financial condition of the
Province on 30tk Sept, 1575, was substan-
tially identical with the position at that date
last year, notwithstanding the very large
sransactions that had taken place, and the
large payments the Government had been
nlfnd on to make in regard to the Railway
Aid Fund, and the distribution of the sur-
plus of §3,000,000 to the municipalties, _He |
would not weary the House by entering into
tke details of items which appeared as asssts,
ard which formed part of the records of the
various Departments, 1f hon. members de-
sired any specific item he would be glad to




