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TrHURSDAY, Dec. 2,

The Speaker took the ohair at three
o’clock,

FETITIONS,

The following petitions were presented: -

By Mr, Clarke (Norfolk) —Petition of
James Flaherty and others, of Shnnhh,prng:
lrg agaiost the dismemberment of Shunia

By Mr, Meredith-—Petition of the Erie l
ard Huron Savings and Loan Soclety, pray-
ing for a change of corporate name, I.

Also,—Of the incorporated Synod of the
Diocese of Hurom, praying to limit the time
for the sale of Rectcry Lands,

By Mr. Scott— Petition of the Town Coun-
cil of Peterboro’, rclative to the debenturas |
of the town, |

NEW BILLS,

The following Budls were read a first
lime:—

Mr Currie-- Respecting eloction of mem.
bers of the Local Assembly.

Mr. Currle—To abolish Grand Juries in the
Province of Ontario,

LUNATIC AND IDIOT ASYLUMS, |

Mr. HARDY moved for a retnrn show- |
Irg the number of applications for admis- '.
dion to the Lunatic aud Idiot Asylums dur-
g the years 1874 and 1875, giving the num-
kers of applications from each cianty; the |
vumbers of applications granted, and those |
refused; also by countles; the namber re-
maining on file at the present time; also by
counties; the Orders or Rulis of the De-
partment regulating the admission of pati-
ents into each Asylum. He explained that
his otject in making the motlon was in part
to sscertain if inssaity was on the increate,
It was alleged that lunacy had largely in.
creased duringthe past three years,and the data
In poseersion of the Asylum authoritles would
In some degree enable the House to ascertain
whether that allegation were correct or not,
He aleo desired to ascortaln whethor the
Asylum accommoda‘ion of the Province at
the present time was satisfactory, or whether
futtE&r accommodstion was required. Judg-
ing from the preseniments of Grand Jories in
#oma countics, it appeared as if in some dis-
tricts the same uufortunate condition of
affairs ncw prevsiled as existed before the
fonden Asylum was established, the gaols
being often used for accommodating such ua- |
Icrtunates, That was a state of affalrs nos
evtirely creditable to the Province, and one
which the House would not desire should
contirue. He also asked that tha rul:s sud |
regulaticns on which patiests *vere admit.
ted to the asylums shou'd bs brought
cown. Some complaiots had been maie
hat applications for the admitsion of patients
were treated a livtle too summarily or ab.
ruptly, that refusals were too easily made by
the Icepector, and that perhazs too much

ower rested in the hands of the Inspector

n regard to that matter. He did not pro-
nounce whother those complaints or murmaur-.
ings were or were not properly foun'ed or
just. Bub some persons in correspondiog with
ihe Department, thonght it seemod very essy
in refnging the application, either th
state that there was no accommodation or
to give other reasons c¢qaally cogont. AS |
the same time it never hapvened that the
Asylum was 20 crowded that s dangerons |
yatient could not bo accommodated, never-
theless, the applications were rofused; and
It was a question whethor it rested with
the lIpspector to admit or refase
ratients, The House should bs informad as
to whether there were rules and ragalations
regardirg the sdmission of patients. The
propoged return would also afford informa.
tion as to whether there were any particular
place more aflcted by lunacy than the rest
of thc Proviosee, and whetner cities or towne
more largely contributed to the inmates of
there irstitutions, When such particalars |
were furnished tne Houte would bs in a po-
viticn Lo cousider the desirability of lagis-
Iative acticn in regard to the subjsct,

Mr. WILLS hoped the motion would be
rmended 80 w8 to include the statemeant of |

——

the vumber of applicstions recelved, the

number refascd, and the reasons given for |

such refusal,

Mr. HARDY remarked that -su:h an
acditlon woald involve a statement of the

vames of all applicants w hich it was desr-
tlle to avoid,

Mr. LAUDER observed that conslderable
diflicuity was experienced with regard to ob.
taining the discharge of patlents f.om luna.
tic asylums. The friends of an inmate who
appeared fit to be removed endeavoured o
grocure his discharge, but the routine was ao
claborate and ocumbrous that they had to
sLancon the attempt. Ho hoped a clanse
for a statement of the regulations for the d.s. |
charge of paticuts would be addcd to the mo-
{icn, .

Mr. MOWAT eraid that the discharge
¢f patients from the asylums was regulated
by law. as tke hon. member would sce by ex.
twin'ng the statute book, He presumed the
{atlent to whom his hon. fiiend had referred
was one of that claes known as » dangerous
iunatic, and, of course, in such casts it was
uccessary for the medical superintendent
to report whether In opinion
It would be rafe to discharge sach patients,
and h's opinion was sabject to ruvmon by
the Lieutenant.Governor, They had not the
slightest objection to lay before the House
all the rules and regulations on the sabjecs.
He might say, however, that tie answer
which would be glven as to the cause of
refusing applications would be in every cass
want of accommodation; and no patient who |
was a fit eubject for confinement in a lanatic
ssylum was refused admission on sny other

round, The report of the Inspector which

ad already bzen brought down would give
» good desl of the informativn waich hon,
members desired on the subjoct, It would
give them the number of anplica.
tions made for admisslon into the
asylums, The number of lunatios con-
ned in gacls for want of roowm in the
asylams was 106; and the report would give
the gaols among which this wumber was dis-
tributed The Government had already an.
rounced their intention to ask the sanction of
the Houre for money to provide further
accommodation for these untortunate people,
The smount of ruch additional accommoda-
tion would be for about 460 pstlents, which
ke hoped would be considerably more than
would be required during the present ycac.

Mr MACDOUGALL said ha did not know
Lut the report o! the luspectors would fur.
pith all the information asked for by the

motion. The report would oce tainly show
the number of applications,

Mr. MOWATY said it would not show the
number made and refused.

Mr. MACDOUGALL eald it would be
nemuur{. to give the namber of applications
from cach county. It would alio be satis.
factory to know the ascommodation at eash
arylom, and hew it was fi'led up. He

suggeited that ths words “‘at each a:yinm”
be added to the motion

Mr., MOWAT ga'd the rapors woHald
show the number admitted iato ea :h as;lum

in the year,
Mr,. MACDOUGALL raid that in that
care nis hop, fricnd had bister

strike out ail refererce to applic.tions
In kig experience in paiam:ntary maiters
he bad fuund that retarne wore frequent'y
asked for when the information was really in
the baids of the House, and clerks were shus
put to a great dual of unuvecessary work, and
the House to vnreos:a: y expeuse, in gotting
cut special »eburas.

Mr. HARDY said h's hon. friend had
very I'kely not read the mo'ia Waa$ he
wished to gob was the locali iss from which
the‘various apolications had come, theo num-
ker r fured, the number admitted, and the
rumber now oo file. He b:li ved there W 4%
votling in the report of the In 'paotors
which gave the informetion he asked for eX-
ot pt the stateme .t of the rumbars adm bt d

ir, MEREDITH ga'd he hoped that in
ihe rctuin asked for a distinciion would be
made in the numbe:s belongiog to eash sox

Mr. MOWAT said that he shou'd mention
tiat of the total sumber of lucatict now.
confined in the asylums—I1 650 —830 were
wales and 811 females,

Me, MEREDITH —But with regard tothe
applications, I mean ?

Mr. MOWAT said that they might e
given in the ieiurn,

The motion was ameuded in accor lance
Wita these . ggestions and carvied,

PLPARTMENTAL BUILDI NG3.
Mr., HAY moved for a statement of




