riecce gained of the operation of these

ws, it may be proper to convider whether
scine of them may not he so improved that,
‘without foregoing or diminishing the advan.-
tages which secure, you may free con-
stituencies and candidates from some undus
hardships to whick occaslonally they are now
exposed. Bilis with chis objsct, and for the
further improvemeat of the law as to voters’
lists, will probably bs submitted to you,

The rystem of voting by ballot beirg now
In force with respect to all Parllamentary

snd Municipal Eiections, a Bill will be laid
before you for the extension of the system
$o by-laws requiriog $he aszent of the rate-
payers.

Itis a watter for congratulation that,
while 8o nuany countries are suffering from a
depressed saso of trale and other industries,
our Provire has been blesscd with an abun-
dsnt ha vest, and has thoreby boen relisved
to a considerable extent from an equally suf-
fering condition, The Provinoe havieg been
comparatively frce from the effects of over.
speoulation, have every coantidence that
the period willnot bs lang before the country
wiil enter upon a fresh career of activity
and prosperity.

You will probably think i¢ right to con.
sider with earnestness and onution how farit
may bo wise, and of geuneral benefit for
the Province, out of its accumulated fuunds
to afford aid to projected railwavs
which have not hitherto been assisted,
or to osupplement the ald already
granted to any of the rallways which are in
progress. Your special attontion will prob-
ably be Invited to the quesilon of the best
mode and t!me of atfording encour-
sgement to railway enterprives which have
for their object the opening up, settling, and

improving the mere remote areas of the P:o-
vince.

It is satisfactory to know that the expon.
diture of the Province for the promotion of

Imnmigration continues to bear fruit; a
large rumber of immigrants belonging to the
classes most needed have settied in our Pro-
viece duriag the past year, notwithstanding
the inducements and temptations held
out by other ccuntries. 1 am glad also
to have it In my power to state that
the improved sysiem which was adopted last
year by the Dominicn and Provincial Gov.
ersments, has erabled the work to be car-
ried on with increated eflicicncy as well as
greater economy,

There will be snbmitted to you a consider-
able portion of the work performed by the
Commissicners to whom wa:« assigred the
task of classiiying and consolidating the
Statute Law offecting Ontario. The Com-
mizsicners have, during the last year, been

continuir g their important ishours, and 1a the |

courteof theirwork theyhave had their atien-
tion called to desirable amondments in various
Statutes. One or more Bills embodying
their recommendations will probably be aub-
witted to you for corsideration,

The Chief Superintendent, who has ably
managed the luducational Department for
wore 1han tuity years, belcg desirous of re-
tiring from oflica, Jmn will probably e
called upon: to consider whether the timos
hae not arrived when the efficiency of the
eystem would be promoted by placing the
work of the Departmeat in the hands of a
respousible Mimster of the Crown,

I have tak¥en the opportunity, durieg the
gummer, of visitivg most of the public {nsti-
tutions of the Provines which are under Gov-
errment management, and I have been muoh

ratified by what I saw of their ocondition.
511& class of these—the Asyiums for Lunatios
and Idiota—have become Insufficient for the
accommeodation of the unhappy persons for
whom they are designed, and the number of
whom is increasi. ¢ as the population of the
Province advances. I am sure that you will
not hesitate $o make such further provision
for their keeping aud treatment as may be

NECesEary.

A measure will bo submitted to you having
for its object the sevuring of a complste sys-
tem of vital statistios.

I invite your aitention to the desirability of
some legisiation for making fuller provision
than hitherto for the payment of witnesses on
criminal prosecutions.

The gquestior. of the Eastern Boandary of
Ontarlo hus, so far as relates to Provincial
action, been finally determived agreeably
to the Act passed at the last Sesei . of the
Legisloture, I regret that the oviler mat-
ters in difference between Ontario and
Quebec remain unsebtied, There has
been cerrespondence on the subject,

and the Quebec Government has iniimated

- judges elected for the trial of election pe-

. Hastings, the South Riding of ths Cinnsy of

its intention of uniting with us in taking up ‘

the matter vlFumully after the prorogation
of the Legislatures now in Session, Mean-

wkile we continue in the enjoyment of most |

of the assets assigned to this Province
by the arbitrators, as well as of Quebec’s
share of the money realized since Confede.a-
tion from the sales of school lands,

Since the diszolution of the last Honse, the
guutiun of the uortherly and westerly boun-
aries of the Provinve bas continued to re.
ceive the atteatlon of the Government, In.
formal negotiations have taken place with re.

spect Yo both 2 compromise line and the ar-

bitration which the Leglalature autliorized,

but ro final result bag been wrrived at; meay.
while, eteps have been taken for obtaini

some additioual evidence expected to be IE;
value,

The accounts ¢f ths Provinoe will be sub.
mitted to you without delay, and I have $he
satisfaction of aesuring you that, notwith.
etanding drafts made on account of appro-
priations which preceding Legislatures autt:o-
rized to be made out of our surplus in enconr.
agisg rallways and for other Publio Works,
and after distributing three millions of dollars
amongst the Municipalities, there yet re.
malued on the 30th of September last a large

aggregste amount of Provincial resou
available in cash, dan

The estimates for the coming year have
been prepared, and will be laid before you,
The endeavour has been to frame them with
s due regard to economy, and at the same

tiine to consider and secure the efficien
the public service. e

In leaving you vow to your delibarations,
my preyer is that the Great Ruler of the
Universe may no influence them that they
sy redound fo your oredit and may promote
the welfare of the ccmmunity,

His Honour, attended by Capt. Grant,
A.D C,, then left the House,

The Speaker took the chalr at 4:15 p, m-
ELECTION PETITIONS,

Mr. SPEAKER informed tho House that \he
(‘lerk of the House had reocived from the

titions pursuart to the Controverted Elec.
tions Acts of 1871 and 1874, cectificates and
reporte relaving to the elections for the
el ctoral distriots of the ocount:es of Monok,
Weiland, Russell; the town of Cornwall,
with the townehip of Cornwall ther:to at-
tached: the counties of Duandas, Halton, the
North Riding of the couaty of Welliagton;

oructies of Peel, Oxford, Eisex Peterboro’,
Wentworth, Victoria, Outarlo, Grey, Peter- |
bero’, Northumberland, |

Mr. SPEAKER also Informed the House
{bat the Clerk had reccived from tha judges
gelected for the trial of e'cotion petitions,
pursuant to the Coutroverted Klections Acts
ot 1871 and 1874, certiticates aad reports re-
la*icg to the elections for Eist Toroato, the
East Riding of the County of Simcoe, }hu
West Riding of the County of S.mece, West
Toronto, the West Rildiog of the (anty of |

(irey, the City
of Cazdwell,

NEW ELECTIONS,

Mr, SPEAKER informed the Honze that
since the general electlon vacancies had oc-
curied in the representstion of South Sim.
coe, East Kent, and Sounth Victoria; and
that in conformity with the Ach 32 Vissosia,
chapter 4, section 13, warrante had beea is:
sued to the Cleck of the Ciown in Chancery
to make out new writs for the ol ction of
members to cerve in this presont Parliament
for the said Electoral Districts,

Mr. SPEAKER reported that #o prevent
mistakes he had obtained a copy of hu
Honour’s speech.,

BILL INTRODUCLED,

On the motlon of Mr, MOWAT, geconded
py Mr. PARDEE, the following Bill was 1a-
trocuced and read the first time :—

“ An Act to provide for the Adminis'ra.
tion of Oaths of Office to personsappoiated as
Justices of the Peace.”

of Londeon, and the Caanty

THE SPEECH.

Mr. MOWAT moved that the speech of
his Honour be taken into ccnsideration to-
W Orrow,

Mr. CAMERON observed that it was
usual to supply hon, members wich prm;beu
copies of the speech of his Honour bafore
asking the House to consider is, so that thoy
might be able to judge whether they would

be prepared to consider it to-morrow as pro-




