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Judges in should arrange the olr-
Cults, so th? m Ohancery cirouits should
Dot interfere with the others, as was the case
Sometlmes at present. This would bs a very
8reat convenience to the Bar, He proposed
also, that the technicality which prevented
Circ.it Court business being transackod
dﬂﬂng term at present should bs done awa
with, 8o that Assize work might go on until
*“-' was _;ihnne; nn“cll the ruvésiun mmfiu last
wikh regard o the Conrts of Oyer
“:;' Te, ™mer in the County of York

would pe ©Xbtended to the whole

Province, He an® Propxed to make
Provision for holding a Coury .. ¥ & casa
not requiring a jury at any tims, Ho pro-
Posed to give nrl:giotlm! *s the Olerk of
Appeals and ¢ ueferee in Chancery, by
Gi“ll‘_g <m authority in regard to mattors
Whiel, might be transacted by a Judge, as
the law stood befors the passing of this Acs.
He proposed also to abolish stamps in Divi.
ticn and County Courts. The demands of
the country required them to discontinue
this source of revenue, and it would be a
great relief to the poor people who had liti-
gation in the County Courts. He concluded i
by moving the second reading of the Bill,

Mr, DEACON esaid the Attorney-Cienoral
had wade oat & good case for the inorease in i
tie number of judges, although in hisopinion
there weresome provisions ng the Bill whish
practitioners m.iét regard with a certain de. |
gree of alarm, He thought it was impossible |
at this stage of tho session to stady out the
effect cf eo largea Bill, and he trusted the
Government would not pass more than the
fizst fourteen clauses, This would ascom.
plich the end the Attorney-General had in
view, and next secssion be might introducs a
Cousolidation of tho Administration of Jas.

ﬁca Act, ard the Common TLaw Procedare
ct,

Mr. HODGINS considered this a move in ’
the right direction. There was no doubt
that the business in the Courts of Law had |
Increased very largely within the last few |
years bevend the power of the Judges to
d of i, and from a return which
been brought down in  reply
to his (Mr. Hodgin's), motion it ppeared |
tbat the remanets at the several Assizes were |
as follows :—In 1871, 34 County Oourt
¢aees, 105 Superior Court, and 110 criminal
cases, in'all 245 ; in 1872, 81 County Court
ares, 136 Superior Court cases, and 76 |
criminal cases, in all 293 ; in 1873, 105 |
County Court cases, 218 Saperfor Court
cages, and 111 criminal cases, in all |
434, This showed a ual and steadyin.
crease of work, of which the Judges of the
Superior Courts were unable to dispose.
Now on the former motion he had
estimated the actual loss to the liti-
ants in cach case to be ahout $100.
e estimated the total loss to the auitors in
theee adjourned cases to be for the three
ears res ectlvelf £20,000, $25,000, and
000. EI‘ha Bill under consideration pro-
vided a rexaedy for this increase of Assize |
businegs. But another class of cases which |
cught to be provided for by this Bill was |
the motions for new trialf, &c.,which had to
be enlarged from term to term at great loss
andjinconvenience to the Bar and saitors.
The Clerkas of the Orown at Osgoode Hall
hsd enabled him to obtain statisticsiregard-
Ing this dclay in the sdministration of jus.
tice, snd he found that in 1871, 93 rnles
were enlarged in the Queen’s Bonchand 57
in the Common Pleas; in 1872, 114 "in the
Queen’s Bench and 44 in the Common Pleas;
in 1873, 128 in the Queen’s Bench gnd 52 in
the Cemmon Pleas. It was giatad that
e great deal of time wre occupled in
diaposing of cirtioraiz 284 guashing by-laws
wiich under the new Act could be disposed
cf by a single Judge, but he thought the ex-
tont of that business was over estimated, and
't appeared to him (Mp, Hodgins) the only

'2g ¢he names of the English courts. With
regard to the Court of Ap at present it
was unsatisfactory, and it seemed to him
thatit would be more advisable to establish
an independent Court of Appeal. He sug-
gested that this new Court of Ixoh uer
ebould be formed, and that the chief jadges
of the four courta together with any rebired
judges of those courts, or one or two new
udges should corstitute the Court of Appeal,
ut no judge should hear any oase
which had come up from the court
ia which he had been before engaged,
By this means five J udges could eit in the
?om of Appeal, in order to obviate an equal
ivision of opinion, He hoped the*Attorney .
General would abandon the clange requirlng
the depositing of the fees bsfore rehanring.
- One other cause of this increase wag the num.
_berof CountyCourt casesentered at the Assizag,

- court to another,
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The number of these cases entered at the As-.
Bizes were in 1871, 386; in 1872, 447; in 1873,
904.  Wag this because the County Courts
vere inefficient or unablets do the work, n;'
because ths J udges had not the confidencs 0
the profession 7 ~ Whatever was :jhr:;ml% l::
'plﬂ“md some remedy was required.

Bill went in the rlglﬂ direction in this, but
he thought the better plan would be to group
together two%Yor three counties, and oon-

tute the Judges a .full Court,

having the right of holding a County Court

circuit, and with the right of litigants to ap-
from any raling to the full Court,

ill o this effect was Introduced by him
(Mr, Hodgins) the first sesslon, and was fa-
vourably received by County Judges and th;
profession, Another class of Courts it woul
be well to apply the law reform to, was the
Surrogate &nrh. It might be well %o
provide that instead of judges beiug sub-
ject to the trouble of collecting their
fees, forthe duties they render these foes were
fonded, and the County Judges paid salar-
ies for the Surrogate Court work. Hoe
trusted the Government would consider these
suggestions, and he helieved the Bill on the
whole would meet with the approval ulL ’tiha
House, the profession, and the public.

Mr. MEREDITH felt the, great necessity
for additional judges, and notwithstanding
the objections raised against the Court of Ap-
veal, that upon the whole it was the bast one
that could be devised. He thought it would
be a great mistake to permit rehearing with-
out deposit, and he could not see the necas.
sity of bringing County Court cases down to
the Ascizes, %hm was a provision in the
English Judicature Act which might bs In.
troﬁuoed into this Bill as to whica court
should prevail when there was a conflict be-
tween tgn Courts of Law and Equity. He
concurred in most of the provisions of the
Bill, and believed it was in the Interest of the

country,

Mr, McOCALL sald that the Attorney-
General in introducing this Bill had two
objects in view, One was to infuse into the
administration of our law purity and inex.
Pensiveness, and if those objects could be
accomplished by this Bill it-would confer a
great benefit upon the country. He was
satisfied these objects would meet with gene-
ral approbation. He believed Judges were
overworked, but this was due principally to
the large number of appeals, He said i
was a general feeling that there should be a
Civilians’ Court,

. Rixo'clock was then called.

RAILWAY AID FUND,

Hon, Mr. FRASER brnnght down papers
relating to the Rallway Aid Fund.

The House then rose for recess,
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTIOE,

Aftor recess,

Mr. PAXTON resumed the dsbate on this
subject, He was sorry so important a Bill
had been introduced solate in the session
and he trusted that the whole of it would
not be carried into law now. He did not
think the whole of the measure would be re.
ceived by the peo favourably,. He had
submitted the Bill to a lawyer, a friend
of his, who as yet had been unable
to give him his opinion upon it; so
what views he expressed would be
from his own stand-point as a layman, He
objected to fnoihht:lng the stepping from one

_ and the increasing of liti.
gation. He regarded the changes with re.
gard to the Court of Chan as not in the
interest of the country, ¢ maintained
that the doing away with County Courts and
Quarter Sessions would be received favour-
ably bty the country, and the increas.
ing of the jurisdiction of the Di
vision Courts would also be popular, He
tmnte:d that Government would withdraw
the Bill, with the exception of that portien

which provided for the appointment of three
new Judges,

emall sums, and there were grave doubts a8
to whether they should nlluwgrtha law pro-
viding for the collection of sums which
came¢ within the jurisdiction of Dlvision
Courts, 0 remain on the Statute Book, What
then would become of the proposition of
the honourable member for North Ontario?
He pointed cut that all law reforms were
brought about step by step, and he thought
the Attorney-General was roceeding in
the proper manner, and that they were in a
fair way of having a comprehensive Bill
which would tell them what thelr mode of

rocedure was to be, He regarded the Bij] |
Eofon the House asa step in the right g.
rOOﬁﬂn.




