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£ o Toronto being Con-

sectable citizend t oocasion t0
vine_amrt sed upon ¥hat OFPRL " 4.
vote ?l:l'! : mr:'t:" came ot 85 lb;?ugzn.:fg. ‘
tbin su pottef of Sir John A, :
Yet ﬂmza champlons of the work _uianvggy |
up in this House to- ight and 1o#0 e ': by
wl::rking-mn i the city of Toronsd y

- be bought
stating that bis vOU T, “s hall-boli-

gzy. "I'h:ml:znamln member for North

Renfrew deliberately told this House t}:;:
they had only to give these men -
half holiday and they weald howl as o
Uked., The attack had beenap rently m_: t
upon the Commissioner of Pablic Works, uf
the point was almed at th;;g:h: -Ei:ui a: |

1 - |
ey ey B e g Th:n uvid%nua of the |

corru d !
ntent set forth in the resolution, and
if hﬂl: l tlemen had thought 80, why did

uch evidence? They had thsat

itll:f?;mlti:nu :lnmout the first hour of the firzt
day the Committee sat, and they called wit-
ness after witness in thehope of finding some
cage in which there had been some interfer-
ence. They had failed, and failed signally.
He would be the firet to condemn any
act of corruption on tha part of this
or any Government if there were
proof to eustain the charge.

e was no such proof in this case, and b

any
Tigr in this case, and
" §ef¥ hLimself perfectly justified ia vobing

against the amendment,

Mr. CRAIG ((:lengarry) ssid that being one
of the Reformers who voted for the late
Government and supported the- late Mr.
Sandfield Macdonald, and having at the same
time promised to give the same support to
the present Government, he had much loss
sympathy for the Oommissioner of Public
V{'mkn in the present case when he remem-
bered the way in which he had con-
weuld have been far better that the
men Lad not beem allowed to
go to that pomination, but he thought an un-
due advantage had been taken of the liberty
}'y tho foremen at the works. He hoped,from

" the expreesion of opinion by this House upon

{his cccasion, that a lesson had been taught
which would prevent such thingas in future,
With regard to the workmen, however, he
did not belleve that the Commissioner of
Public Works could have exercised any in.
luence over them by any action he could
take regarding them, even if he would, which
would in apy way influence them in giving
their vote. His experience of working-men
was that they were too independent for that,
and it was proven in this case that the men
could have got (rlanty work elsewhers, and
were in no way dependent upon the Govern-
ment for employment. Ae a matter of fact,
the Government had to increass their
w in order to retan their services,
“:ﬁiol.u he was not prepared to say that
it was a'togetber correct to let the men go,

ke was prepared to sustain the Atloraey-
Geperal and the other gentlemen in‘the Go-
vernment in their assertion that there was
no corrupt intemt. (Cheers.) There was
nothing in the evidence to show that a single
man was influenced, and, while he depre-
cated the charges made by hon. gentlemen

on the Government side of the House against

the Administration of Mr. Sandfield Mac-
donald, he was vet prepared to record bis
vote inst the amendment of the hon.
member for East Toronto. (Cheers.)

Mr. BISHOP eaid that he felt bouad as a
farmer to speak a few words in defence of
the farmers of the country.

Mr, CAMERON—Nasme the person on

this side of the House who sneered at tae
{armers.

Mr. BISHOP said that if ths hon. ge *l:-
man would wait he would hear the names.
The hon. member for Fast Torento ha ' 8 a:
ed, with reference to a speech of the memHor
‘ for South Brant, that he would not have

been surprised at a man just from the suits
of the plough making such an exhibitlon of
himself as that gentleman had done, but
that a member of the legal professiom s10uld
do g0 he could ot hive Dbalievel. What
was that but a sneer at tha farn:r? (Ap-
plauee). He went on to ray that a few yoars
ago the gentlemen on thoe opprsite slis of
the Houee had taken a trip to La'e Sup rior
and their forty-second counsing with tham
(laughter), at a cost of about $4.000 €) tha
country, and every*hing was all right in their
ayes, but now, when ‘nere was only a couple
of berdred dolic~s for a half holiday to son>
poor iabouring men and mechanfos in question,
they cried cut lcudly about a wrong having
been done,

Mr. SNETSINGER said he had always
had cvery coulidence in the Government,
and he saw no reason now why that conlfi-
dence thould be shaken, He regretted that

the matter had occurrel, and he hoped it |
would not be repeated; bu$ at the same time |
= _he wonld net for a moment say that the hon.

dvcted himself while in Opposition. It

Commissioner of Pablic Works had written

1

the letter with respect t0 the Central Prison

the intention of corrupting
Q- ot daper) did  nos
abusiBPer

giving of this

workmen with

them, - (==

' that  the :
Eﬂ?ﬁﬂlidav had made the differenca

vote with these muen. _Thare were
ﬂvif; efe.w votes charged at a nomination, He
thought that there could have been ma:inl
employed by the Government, if they ffl
sired o exert nndue iu[luunua, which wou
bave had more effect in that way than the
giving them 2 half holiday. (Applause )

Mr, GIFFORD expressed (his intention of
voting for the amendment.

Mr, CURRIE said that the amendment
was rprufouedly aimed at the Minister of
Agriculture, but in reality it was directed ab
the Ministry of the day. He remarked that

‘t was not necessary to go so far as Eagland

to find a precedent forlettiu%publiuamp oyes
have half a holiday to go an attend a nomi-
nation. In tbe Public Works Depariment
of the Dominion there were 1,100 or 1,209
persons employed. These men had always
gone to nominations and taken a prominent
part in elections, and they did not hear that
a ginole dollar of their wageswaaever docked
fer the time they had ocenpied in doing this

The same with regard to the men employed
on the Welland Canal, He held that there
bed been no coercion of the Central Prison
workmen; they had been permitted to g» to
tke polls and vote as they pleased. He believed
that there was no gentleman in the Provincs
of Ontario who had fought so long. so faith

fully, and so well in the- past on the sile of
gocd government, as the Minister of Agri-
culture. (Cheers,)

Mr, CAMERON rose to close the dabate,

end in doing 8o said that he thought that
this molion would do more harm than good

in one respect, It would teach the people’|

of this country that thers was a lower gcale
~ of morality in this House than they had ex-
| pected. With respect to the stateracat that
i be bad been persopally offended by the

hcoting of the Central Prison workmen at
the nomination, and to his being unfriandltv
' to working-men, he said that he was unfriend-
ly to working inen if they behaved like row-
dies, and ho believed that the Central Prizon
woikmen marched to the husbings in a body
ss they were, were organized and
brovght  there with iostructions %o

hoot at Opposition speakers, He™ denied
working for the Dominlon

that* men

Government had ever gone and attended elec-
tions and at the samo time received their pay.
He denled that they bad done this by the

instructions of the Commissioner or Deputy-.
Commissioner.,

Mr. CURRIE—Asa matterof fact, whether
by direct or indirect order of the Commission.
¢r of Public Works it has been done.

Mr, CAMERON went on to defend him-

- aelf against the charge of having sneered at
the farmers and to explain the words he used
with respect to them. Aft:r a few further

remarks he brought his speech to a termina-
tion,

The members were then called in and {h:

motion for the adjournment of the House
was put and declared lost,

The amendment was then put and lost on
the following division :— |

YFPAS—Messtrs. Ardagh, Bulter, Boult ea.: Byl-
ten, Cameron, Code, Corby, Daly, Deacon, Fitzsime
mons, Gifford, Ciles. Guest, Gamilton, Harrington
Lauder, McCa'l, McGowan, McRae, Meredith, Mer‘-
:}E‘k, Mouk, Read, Richards, Eykert, Scott, Tooley—

s NAVYS—Messrs, Barber, Bixter, Bethune, Bishop,

(‘aldwell, Chisholm, Christie, Clarke (Norfolk). Clarke
(Wellington), Qlemens, Conk, Craig (Glongarry),
(‘rooks, Crogby, Currie, Deroche, Farewell, ¥.alayson,
Fraser, Gibson, Gow, Graham, Hanecy, Hardy, Hod-
gins, McLeod, Mowat, O'Donozhue, Oliver, P’ardee,
Patterson Paxton, Prince, Sexton, Sinclair, Smith,
suvetsipger, Springer, Striker, Watterworth, Webb,
Williams (Hamiiton), Wilson, Wood—44.

The original motion was then put and
carried, and the Houre went into Committee
of Sapply accordingly, Mr. Hodgins in the
chair, Anm item was jmlaad. and the Com. .
mittee rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again,

The House adjourned at 2 o’clock.




