time for the said half day, as if they had

been at work,

“That it further appears from the said evi.
dence, that men to tae namber of two hun-
dred and elght, umder the control of the
eald Wagner, were permitted fo attend said
nomination, and were paid out of the Pablic
Funds of this Province for the sald half day,
the sum of two hundred and four dollars and

seventeen cents, althongh absent, tor the -

purpose aforesaid, from their work.

“That it further appeats from the said
evidence, that one H. M. Mewville was a con-
tractor cn the said Prison, and had about
forty-seven men under his employment & the
said works, on the said eighthday of Dwaml
ber last past; that on the morning of thad
day sald Melville was abseat from the ssid
work, and whilehe was so absent hie penman,
one Foater, acling upon instractions from
the said George Hellam, a foreman and
inspector of the (Government, under the sald
Wagner, who promised that the men of the |
said Melville Id lese nothing by goingto |
the nomination, allowed the men to abttend
the sald nomination, and the said Melville
caused the said men to be paid, bub the said
W refused to repay him the amount

Em::thu said half day, which was about
rty-seven dollars. |
“That the eaid Hon, Archibald MoKellar

was present at the said romination on the |
h‘ﬂlﬁngl. |

“That the said Honourable Archibald [
McKellar admits tho writing of the lettor to |
the sald Wagner, suthorising tho said half-
holiday for the men to attend the nomina-
tion, and the payment of their wages, and
alleges his reason for 8o doing, ‘he thought
16 was only a proper and gracoful thing for
the Government to give their men the same
idqg.nlgenuu as other employers of labour

I- 3}

‘“ Be it, therefore, resolved that the action
of the said Honourable Archibald McKeilar
n authorising or permitting the said men, to
the number of two hundred and eight, to
take a half-holiday, and paying thewm for
tha_tr time as if at work, was an improper ia-
terierence by a member of the Government '
of Ontario In an election for the Commons, |
and calculated to undnly inflaence the men .
in the exnployment of the Government, and |

was an act subvertive of the freedom and
purity of elections,

*‘ That freedom and purity of eloctions are
. essential to a just represeatation of the poo.
| Ple and to good government, and it is the
| Cuty of this House to condemn any member
_ of this House or of the Government who ;
may be guilty of avy act calcalated to inter- |
fere with such frecdom and purity of elec
tion.
¢ That the payment cf the sum.of two
hundred and four dollars and seventeen cents
to men to attend a political meeting was an
unaunthorised and misappropriation of the
public money.

¢ That for the said acts the Honourable
Archibald McKellar, in his character of Com-
miesioner of Public Works and member ot
the Executive Council, deserves the censare

and condemnation of this House.”

He presumed it would be admitied that In
the framing of this resolution temperate lan- |
guage been used, He had heard, in
times not long gone past, the mere twriting of
a private letter by a member of a Govern- |
ment to a friend described as a most impro-
per interference with electoral freedom ; and

m—

e e ——

yet hon. members in their arguments on this

matter would no deubt atiempt to show that |

it was an indulgence which the Governm:nt

. ought to give to the men, and which would |

be a graceful and proper thing to do, becanse
other large employers of labour did it. Even
were that the excuse—which he repudiated
without any hesitation or reservation—no act
on the part of an employer of labour could
justify the Government in this matter, Dat
the evidence of the witnesses before the Ooin-
mittee upon this point went to prove that no
such practice prevailed among employers of
labour, and he quoted the evidence of Mr,
N. F. Dickey to show that whi'e that gontie-
man said that men were gonerally allowed to

| t might express . :
l:‘meglﬁﬂgﬂ, but he hoped as little time

man ia B3
(Oh, 01}

el

thero was not &

- A 1t
‘ ham slic ved tha

%hu 0?;111111;:11&? v;n.a by far %00 assule, to t: i
cunning, too able £0 |

dity & :
:ohhtilt rﬁ}mimtlun hitnsel

ba guilty of auy eac

(Jommiasinner wand
s that. The E,nu.ud Pa hased the

“yOWn (« ais? Wﬂu
mon do what ho must have k;hu and groaaad

before-hand, that they BOS" 4 when his

ents ot Mr. M 188, an |
::;::rffrffm to speak 1he nhﬁartahd-. ml;_[r?
supposed the Commissionor thought the mas

hidden, that nothing wmife
g:;“midhmd of it; and he charged _I.li:):ﬂ
supporters of tho Governmeng on ths Pa ;_-lﬁ
Accounts Committee with dolaying 'mf
business of thatCommittoe for §1o purpse o
stifling further inveatigations 1awy thﬂ:ﬁ-
counts of the Province, pointing &2 the notise
of motion for the sitiings of the House ﬁu
begin at 1l dclock to show that the
accounts could mot bs all looked 1ato
this year. In conclusion, he sald thal l11:1
placing this matter befors the [ouse, he
wiuheg to have a vote taken nponftya aﬁn
poesi hon. gentleman of he .
p ey 1 his opinion upon it |

{

would fbe wastcd over the matter as could |
well be avoided, (Hear, hear.)

|
Hon Mr. MCKELLAR eaid he had very
littl: :o add to the statemecut he had already

| (Cheers,) It was quite true he gave the

made before the Committes the other day.

' He freely confessed that he did write the

letter referred to at the time of the nomina
' tion, to let tho men have the Lalf-day. He
kad never denied it. (Hear, bhear,) One

& thing, however,he did assert, taab no ‘utimida.

tion was used By him or by acy other persou
under his instiactions, to cause the msn to
I vote for one candidate or ancthor, (Ctheers.)
Ho believed the evideuce would not sustaln
| avy charge of that kind, Not only did he

nn{ interfere with the men at tha Central
Prison, but he positively reinsed to use his
influence with employes of the Dﬁnﬁi;&ﬂ? |
when asked to do so on behelf of Mr., Moss, |

men permiscion to go to tho nomiaation, but
o charge of corruption or intimidation |
could be laid agninst him for that, (Haar,
hear.) The queation wounld be whether it
was a proper thing for him o allow tasm to
attend the nomluation, and at the same time
allow their pay to run on, He had himseli
Leen & working-man, aed his sympabhies
were very sirongly with working men,
(Hear, hear.) It was no great complimeans
to give a man a half holiday at his owa ex-
pense, and he had been in the custom of
giving men in his own empioyment a
boliday or a half holiday upsa like oceasions
without deducting anything from their pay.
(Hear, hear.) He had stated before the |

- hear,) In the firet place the Canada Car

Committee that he believed it was customary
for employers in this city to do the same
thing, and he was now in a position to cits
two or three incidents of that kind, (Hear,

Company permitted their men to go to the
nomination on that same day, and paid them
for 16, (Hear, hear.) He mighi{ also cite
the Great Western Railwa Company in the
fame connection, He had it iccin one of
their chief officials the other dav, that they
#ave their emyployes from nine o’clock 9 ono |
that day, and they were paid for full |
time, (dear, hear.) He wonld only
cile one npwore oase in point, On
veading the [llustrated News of the
14th Februsry, he read tha$, on the day of
the election of the late Prime Minister, the
Woolwich artisans were allowed to leave
their work at noon, and were not obliged to
return again that day, (Government
cheers, rud cries from the Opposition benches
of “Were the Woolwich artisans paid ?”)
Hon, gentlemen were in too great a hurry;
1i they would only exercise the smallest pos-
sible amount of patience, he would sasisfy
them u pon that point too, {Hoar, hear )
Upon eecing the statement he had jusé
qucted, he sent a cable Gelegram t5 London
srkivg whether the men wore paid for that
time; and about two hours ago he received
this _rep!y, which he would read for the
Lenefit of the House:—*“Arsenal men were

paid pollivg day !” (Loud cheers,)

Mr. MEREDITH —To whom was &he
telegram sert in London * (Cries of “On
ob,” and “‘Shame,” '

Hen, Mr, McKELLAR, continuing, said

Lore was clear proof that the Woolwich
Arscnal men were aliowed the half day :u
who admitted in his evidencs that he kasw tae oocasion'of the ex-Premier's election, and

Mr McKollar well, that he had basa h 131 fhat t,lw}’ were paid out of the Exchequer for
by the Commiassionar az his olecsion coat s | it. He h?d Blated honestly and rankly
' in South Grey, and who coull nos thasef yry | ?rhnt hre 'h"i,_ln tlis master, and he did it
be mistaken for az ordinary private citivm | siom TS best and purest of motives, He had
coming to the Goveramens on mon.polisisal produced precedents for hig action; ha had
grounds. Tue Cowmissiraer of Public Works procduced ihe highest authority to prove that
had made the matier mu ) worsn b y plaad. vhe rame practice prevailed in England, and
ing that he gave the perantaten from 2 desip '.;ha't almcst under the very shadow of Buck-
to let the men hoar Loy sidas of ghe q13e iugham Palace itself, (Cheers,) He left his
| gion. Hoe wouid nnbesisatingly  mesort ase in the hkands of the Honse and the

go 10 nominations ii they pleased, they uever |
eaid for the e, Pat tha Commis.
pioper of Pabhic Works had given the men
permissicn to go t) the nomieaSion a$ the
request of Mr. Dickey, who was wall ko) va
| s an ardent 8epporter of the Goveramsas,

-_ ol e




