Pitities whi believed they could make &
e msotul disposition of thoir money, it
should be remembered that these muuicip M-
ities were extremely fow in comparison with

the whole number of municipalities. Tl&:{
had received a few communications from dif-

ferent of the Province, suggsstiag the
Iﬁplimtim of the money to the purpose men-

d by the hon. member for Lincoln. It
was further to he remembered that mem-
bers of the Municipal Councils were
elooted with the knowledge on the goart of
the people that this mounoy was be
applied for the purposes montioned in the
Act They were electod with the power to
make the application mentioned in the Act,

and there was no ground upon which 1_;hu |
yers coald contemplate the application
to other purposes, Tue

electors had the power of electing Cousail.

of this money

lors to take the ssme view thoy did, and ia
some municipalities the application of this
money was a matter which the electore taok
into account la the formation of thoir Coua.
cils. While the scheme was ome which
not be a~ceptable to a few coastita.

E 4. nlg events it was @&
scheme which the people of the country
by their vote had approved of. Hs would
not say that in some fature scesion, if it
were found that they could usefully and
judiciouely apply the money to other par-
poses, it would nct he a proper mat-
ter for cousideration, and that thero wmight
not be some extension of the objecte named
in the Act, but they did not think ié desira-
ble now to re-open this very vexed < uestion
for the purpose of making any sach provi-
sion as the hon. gentleman desired. He
hoped, therefcre, that the House would con-
cur with him In this view, and agree to leave
this difficult question in the tion it then
ied, after the thorough consideration

w the matter received last session, and
after the generous support the I'rovince had

glven it,

Mr. GEANGE could not see that this
would be a re-opening of the matter, In
his county there were several municipalities
that did not require theimprovements speci-
fied in the Act. He denied that the muni.
cl squandered the public money, and
statéd that they conceived they could more
adveantageously expemd the moncy. He

t that if power to Invest that money
in school purposes were given, it would not
be at variance with the ea of the people,

Mr. CURRIE belirved that the Act
gezerally had given satisfaction in the
country, hut there were some muaicipalities
which desired to use the muneI for parposes
other than thoes mentioned in tho Ach
Some deshed to use it for the g:lrm of
establishing & School Fund, and i

d not |

see any resson why they should not beallow-

ed to di of
He bad more confidence in the various muai-
ipalities than to belleve they wocld was'e
the mone~ that would L~ ~iven to them. He
instanced one municipalit, wvhich waa to re-
oaiva £25.000, and which ¢ <red to establish
a Sohool Fund, They had bullt their school
house, and did not need to expend it oa rail-
ways, He hoped the Government, at least
next sesslon, would cee thelr way to intro-
duce & measure u the subject The Act
one which generally been apuroved
of by the people, and which Lad reflecte)
great credit on the Government, |

e money as they saw fit,

Mr, MERRICK saic the majority of the

ocunties were in favour of the Act hecause
they were interested in the settlement of the
debt. He bhad no doubt the Government
waa justified in the course It bad taken, and
tost the majority of muonicipalitios were sat.
isfied wita the mcasure, but msny would uol
be until they could use the money without
sny restriction being placed nupon them.

Mr, SINCLAIR said that in his conuty
they desired to expend the mcney as thoy
considered most expedient, and he was very
glad that the Government were willing to
vonslder the matter at a futurs session,

Mr. BETHUNE thought it would bhe &

roost unfortunate thing to give muniolpalitios |

discretion to wuse the money as thoy

mud, and that every check that had
adopted was abaolutely neccossary
for the protection and proper oxpenditare of
the money. He was o to the re-open-
ing of the question, and he hopad the Gav-
¢rnment would stand by the scheme until

: saw from ex en
-ﬂt could be e. 00 Shat an impl"u\-a

Mr. HANEY said that in his county th
was & deaire to use the money for lﬂhujl;l n:l;-?
poses, and he hoped the Government w uld

so amend the Act that they conld nse the |

money as they saw fit,

Mr. HAMILTON was of opinion that pro.

vision should ba made for the axmditurl; of

|

S
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of the monoy in the erectioa of
oftices.

M OB RISTIE thought it desirable to give |

municipalities the option

of expending the

raoney s they thought best. Sach an amaad.

ment he was aure would meet the

views of |

oy r gpoke in high t lnftha;‘

Mr. FRINCE ¢ in high term |
Billru it stance, and did not advooats a1y .
maendment. .

Mr. PAXTON suggested that the Act
should be amended =o thab municipaliies

might purchaeo their own debentares. He |
was ..E.Ecod that if any improvement cotld |

be mnade to the Aotk

the Governmant ‘1

would make every effort to render it more

werkable,

|
!

Mr. FAREWELL said that po legislatim |

of

throughcat the eount
the Gﬁvrrnmnt in t;{l respoct

favourably receiwv il
as the legislation o
Howeve*

that Hovee was B8O

he thonght an improvemens might bs wmalec

o iti. nal : .
‘he application of their appropriations t
other purposcs than these mentioned ia th

Aet. Some
while otbors had spoken of gondral purposes

He was in favour of enlarging the power
Townebip Councils possessed in regard tothelr
spurepriation, by applying them in discharge
o' county debts, The cunaty he represanted

respect to the expenditir: of the m ve

M+ HODGINS gaid, as he nndorllu_rod thb
a ter, thare had been s general feeliog ex-
cssed in the Hou«e that there should bs
power givon o municipalities fo |

had indicated echool purposes

ircorred & debt in  granting & bonus to the
(pasds Southern Railway, aod it was a
que-tion. undsr the Act whether the lonl
mnnicipslities had & right o appropriste

t

debt, Clauvse 12 of the statute
that the monry

discharge of that

pru\"'i 1d

received under thas

heir share of thesurplue

Act might be applied in aid of railways
The money he referred to had beea epent 10

sid of & railway. and there was no guestira
iut that if toic merey were appliel to the
liquidation of the debt it would come withia
the epirit, if not the meaning of the Act 1
ihe Government would enable local manl

cipalities to appropriate their share of the
tord in the discharge of county ‘liabilities
incurred in aiding ratlways, ha wounld b2 pre

pwed to support the amendment, otharwisa
to weuld vote for the ceriginal mosion. He

fourd that a large pumber of counties Wwere
indebted in other ways thaa to the Muuisips
{ oan Fund, aud as tha policy of the Hou e
was to enable these mumicipalitiss to clear off
their debts, the power to pay them off shoald

be given in the way he kad 1odicated, if the

L,

isw a8 it pow stood did not confer that
power,

Mr. DERO “HE had heard of no complaiat
.gaipet the measure, hut he had bsaa an-
prised of the desire on the part of mome mu

picipalities to appropriate their share of the |

fupd to school purprses, He ebjected %o no
vestrictions being placed upn the expen iiture
f the money, and thought the adoption of
cuch a course wculd result in the frittering
swsy of the money. He was of opinion %har
it weuld be uuwise to re-open the quss
ticp,

Mr. McMANTUS objected to giving %
mupicipalities the power of disposing of the
merey without restriction.

Mr. WOOD admitted tha% there was a

desire in some counties that a more libera!
provirion should be made, a'lowing tham o
discharge debts contracted for pabic works

and whila he would be quits prepsead & sud-

port anamendwient making the provision more ¢

liberal, ha ~~¢ld not sopport the motios

which proposed to place no restriction npon l

the dispoeal of the money.

Hop, Mr. MOWAT said the hon. memher
#ko epoke last intimated tha desi rableness of
mun:c palities being at liberty to apoly tha
money for the paymeny of debts. The Ao

. did contain a provision for the application of

|

tbe momey to the liquidation of dabts
ircurred by  publio improvem=at:,
From communications he had reseived due-
mg recess he was aware that soms

of the municipalitios experienced difficulity
in finding porposes to which to apply thi:
money usefully and within the meaning o
the Act, ss they bad all the public works
they required. He quite appreciated and
sympathized with the desire on the part of
some municipalities to appropriate their
share to educational purposcs, althou:h a
question might be raisod as to whether it
would be desirable to adopt this ocourse
This was one of the purposes ior which the
Act did not provide, Many munisipalities
desired to apply the money to other par-
poses. The hon. member for West Kligin
sud other gentlemen on both sides of the
House were anxious that the money should
be applied by municipalities for the pay-
ment of their share of the county debt in.
curred for railways or permanent imprcve-

|

|
I




