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stances in connegtion, whic’y compelled

the Government to relinquish & Inrge propor |

tion of the municipal mdebtedness, He
pointed to American railways, and the large
grants of Jand which had been made to some
of them, and showed that from the failare of
ona {rm in New York, which was brought
about by its connection with these mﬂwngsi
had arisen one of the greatest commercia
panics that had ever swept over this couatry.
No doubt many of those who wore now in-
vesting their capital in railway entorprises
were much more careful than they formerly
were, but this case showed tho nooessily
there was for being very careful 1o
such matters He thought il was
a question for very serious consideration
how far we conld encourage such eatar.
prises as the \Victorwa LRailway, and as.
«erted that there was a very strong feeling in
the minds of a Jarge portion of the anp]a
against placing large grants of land in the
hands of corporations., Duf, on the cther
hand, if it conld be shown that such corpo-
rations had the true interests of the country
at heart, if their cporaticas were likely to
favour the settlement of free «rant lands aad
provide labour for immigrants, it put a very
different complexion upon the matter. All
these points should be takem in%o considera.
tion in dealing with this question, and he
had therefore much pleasnre in moving for
the papers named,

Mr, BOULTBEE said if he nnderstoad the
position taken by the promoters of this rail-
way schieme, they asked for a large wone
subsidy and a considerable geant ¢! lan
In "dealing with this subject, it wounld be
ueceseary for the House not to shut its eyes
to the fact that the large money surplus left
Ly the old Government had been pretty
nearly dissipated. and in consequence they
must consider with care and prudence what
they were about  They all knew the gene
ral desire which existed to aid by eve
means In our power railway enterprises, an
they all knew how much the country had
been advanced in iés best interests
by these enterprises. Nothing showed the
wonderful wisdom of the old Government
more than the Emvininn they had made to
mneet the demanda of those enferprises, but
we must take care not to advance too fast
As he understood the matter, there was not
much more than & million and a half of the
surplus left; there were etill many public
works to be carried out, and many raillways
to be aided, and they must not be carried

away by the importance of any work which |

was not a provincial necesslly, so far as to

make any grant to it which would involve |

any great oxpenditure of money. With rd
to tsef land, that was a matter which
com dealt with moreeasily. Hounderstood
the idea of the promoters of the railway
in question was to leave Toronto or some
point near it to the east, and running in the
direction of Lindssy, Peterborongh, I'enelon
i'alls, and far nto the north-east country,
finally touch the OttawaRliver, Thisgoad,
it was at once apparent, must be consldered
in a different light from most other roads,
He had looked cursorily over the route pro-
posed a8 it appeared upon the map, and
could sce at once that its hopesof su. “oss de-
pended upon its yetting a grant of land, He
was of opinion that where there was a large
<¢ction of uninhahited country whick could
be opened up by means of such a grant,
and would otherwise remaln  ua-
cultivated and unsetfled, the grant
ought to be made. The section of country
through which the proposed railway would
pass was equal to about one-fourth of the
size of Ontario, and unless a rallway were

£ b an other means than the |
IEEHI‘Y prfpn. Constrnct  that
and the trade of the Ottawa, beth in articles
supplied by our merchants and the produce
of .E, country, would be secured, besides
opening up the country for settlement, The ;
advantages would be in favoar of the coun-
try thus opened up, as well as the trading |
vortion of the Province, for we would be able |
to supply all the wants of the population in
the back coantry at a much lower rate thaa
they could poesibly have them supplied b{y
prerent . sources of :-ummunieltlpn. If 1t
conld be shown to the satisfaction of the
Adm!niabration that there were no other
means thl; f‘bl'l«mm ' l.iﬁ':rded tllg.t such tr;
road a8 or opening up coun
and lmtll"ing itsa trade to this Province
within the next 80 or 100 years, 1t would be
worth their while to sec that It was done,
even if at some little sacrifics fo the Trea-
sury, It ought to be remembered that our
supply of timber from present sources was
VA E] y becoming exhausted, and if
th]fu railway were constructed a new
and rich timber district would be
made available, There were large quanti-
tigs of birch and other hard timbor in the
districts which would be tributary to this §
rnilw?; 1t was well known that tiraber of
this desoription could not be brought down
by water, and as a consequence not a stick
of this vainable wood wase presently avalable
for manufacturing pu and a very coa-
eiderable proportion of it was being yearly
destroyed by the devastating fires ,which
from time to time visited our forests, If,
therefore, it was desirable that this
valuable  district of .country chould
be ' opencd up—and he did mnot thiank
any P one would deny its desirability—
tliere was a good case made out in favour of
making some small erant for the purpose of
cubsidizing it Thet proposition conceded.
it pext became necessary to consider th:
l[;mpriety of makivg a grant’of land. As to
ow much land shonld be grantcd, that
would be a matter which would more pro-
erly come under the commideration, and
0 subject to the recommendation, of the
Iixecutive. Of course a simpls land grant
would not be sufficient to enable a Com- |
pany to build a road of this description, and
the matter of a money subsidy would have to
Le dealt with very cavefully, 'The time
was come, in his opinion, or at any
rate rapidly coming, when we would not be
able to give any direct money subsidy to
railwaye; but it would be worth while for
the Governinent, the Hquu{,l aud the coun
try to ccnslder whether rallways could not
be aided in another form, that was, by guar-
anteeing interest upon a cerbain amount of
their bonds. This was merely a suggestion,
which he made in view of the fact fhnt our
surpius was very mnearly exhausted, and
would not much longer ba available for the
purpeze of direct payments of money There
was aleo enotlier propeeition which ke had
to make in connection with the road.
which ke thovght it might be well
to consider, he country would have
a olaim upon ¢ far greater than if it wer-
merely aided to thie usual amount of $1 000
» mile, and we would have a right to impose
sore restriotions upon its working after it
was bril, so ar tomake it of the greatest pos
sible advantago to the whole country, He

S0 ﬂ‘:‘!::.’:?' bora pornpttod he dha oo .
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they Liad diccussed with hlin the ropriety
of making such regalations with Ee Com-
pary &3 would cnablo the towns and locali-
ties contiguouns to tho road to participate in
its advantages, The proposed routo tanched
st Pemelon 1alls and Peterborough
Uy extending a road to mect the

Victoria line at this polut, would

——— -

buil, there would be no means of reaching
it for, perhaps, the next hundred years; un-

less wo brought it into specedy communi- |
cation with the front by means of railways,
there waa, in fact, no means of o ibup |
st all. There were in it vast rgricaltural, |

wuineral, and timbher resources which could

uot be reached for scores of years, whose

valnt,l il developed by means of a railway,

woulc

especially to such portions of the coun.

be incaleulable to the Provinee, and

riage a9 if the town were situated

line itself. Ho had dircussed this l.lpl?:llo?:
with the promotere, and they s to look
upen it with favour, The Goverament
should rctain within thelr own hands the
power of compelling the Company to ca
that idea out in a fair spivit, If they di
thoy would be conforring a valuable boon
upon the country. The principle ences con-




