Ty,

rfunity in » wavly wavof showing his |

which it hiad in view, which was of tae high- | ;g 4 o1 sentiments overy da of his life, and
eet moment to the conubry, was that every lmost every beur of every day. Thers was
elector should give his fres unbiassed opinion 50 advantage of this kind by $ho voter boilog

in regard to the candidate for whom he | obliged to tate publicly how hs is going to

voted, it was the firat duty of the Legis- vote. If he was free there was everyopportan- |

lature l:.nngu what they coald to remove tha ity for himto manifost his manliness if he de-

influences which tended to deprive a min of vited to do go; if he. was not free there \l’l:

this free use of his franchise No action of o power to compel him t» vote, The II::.

the Governmentjwould bt;;likaly ti) l:hm:nrnrmt h‘ ?l'fumt ot tr‘ﬂ: it ”‘i‘fpw me:o li;l ;;.1 o
reater advantage for the people Than thd alse promises They mn romise

of intimidation and the exercise of

Now if a prowise. weroe giveld honestly, and
undue influence of every kind. Thers was if & man pwera free to vote a8 he chose he
actual intimidation or undue intluonce

would keep that omise whether the vate !

between gmployer and employed, between were siven publicly or secretly. On_tho |
customers mdytmdumen, pbeytnan land other hand, i?thu promise were nmtetll,;:}.
lords and tenants, debtors and creditors der circumetances which would mpot t“
and persons in various positions in which all him free-—~when b e had to choose bot;i:n wg
knew there was an rtunity for the exer- Svie, the ope of breaking his gru o I:; : |
Clse 0! lllﬂllﬂloa m lﬂi Illllty ﬁhﬂhﬂt‘l thﬁ Ethcr uf ":,*I,ﬂ‘ﬂ.“ﬂg h_l-'! .'u;"“ 1 bo 1:
to vote st thelr convictions, It was country—and  were ‘ho 12 ll--ﬂt v
quite true that they might have elections car- promico that which he cmﬂ% Eﬂ dﬂ' n-
ried on under the system of epen voting with- acientiously perform, ho wou d be tomll:_gl
out violence being used and it was quite a double wrong if he voted mnt:;ry_ 1
true that if they had the ballot system some. conviotions. (Hear, hear). When one |

times violence might be used, because soma came to propose for v e &
wen would knlc?w how others would Bill of this nature, it beosme nm““ﬂ

vote ; but he believed the ballot wounld to copsider the different eystems on whic |
diminish a large amount of violence that measures had bﬂq‘ﬂﬂﬂ“"‘““"d for kho pur-
otherwise might be expectad. The “other pose of accomplishing the ends in view On»
great evil with which they had to contend

systen was tbat which prevailed ia the
in securing puriti of election arosa from bri-

United States, where a vary large share of
bery. They all knew how extensively bri- publicity belonged to the eystom o stwith

standing the fact thet the vouing Was, nomi
aally sccres, Therc were many contrivanoss

tions of it in their own country within the { for ascertaining how the votes wero give
last few years, (Hear, hear ) While bribery and i § wg:t ?cnﬁd they did not make gltnmui
Was possible under any system to_some ex- mistakes in their estimates of the vobes re-
tent, beyond all doubt enormous Uiffi sulties corded. Each candidate or party providod
wculd be in the way of brihery by . voting paperr, and these were distributed to
L hpmper y coostituted systom of secret ' those going to support the candidates. These
;“,bzih agd a very Iarge amount of papers were of different shapes and priat%e |
ﬂc ry that otherwise woull take on ditferent coloured paper, and it ws easy
e weull be avoided. % There would ascertain for whom the vote was givea
tmi}tutrl: In payiog a man £5 or $10 for his re was little or no contrivance for
;ﬁ.; ere were no means by which the tho purpose of preventing stuffing the |
nker could afterwards tell whether tho man ballet-boxes, and i was importait
had given his vote in favour of one candidate

"that they should have a system by whioh this
or the other. No doubt a l{atam of bribe :
s ght be in au ated b}‘ ow hi the ;m:; ﬁ\"ﬂ ﬂ'ﬁﬂld be avoided Then they h! L 4

180 : that whero this system prevailed in the
thould be in the event of tae candidate, Unitcd States, there was staffing of thae bal

Yy was used in all the elections in the coun®
try. They had had very striking illustra-

for whom the voto was purchased, being ro- wan L0 W &
furned. ; B}-ibery of thia conditional kind f 12:}:? mm?i:;.“ ':3;::5.? b“z:n -
must be limited in its extent. None of the ' lent means got 1:3000 votes put i tot{c bal.l“‘;
advocates of the Ballot Bill would say that boxeg, © od' a i t:dl: " ‘if

it srecured pertect freedom or security from 1,000 forged ballot papers were put into the

cortuption, but it did secure a ver . {
largo measure of purity and freadog ba.l_lnp_}gic tm!])wel;‘l]t 2 8 oprtain candidete,

wkich an open system of votin | ARA Ouv -~

would not, He hoped there was no mnmhag indiscriminabel

f the House who did not recagnize thé im- belonging to the other aide mld_ bs drawan
pertanco in our representative institations of | out, So there was a large %in ia favour of
every man voting according to his convie- the guilty. There were other evils arising

fiom that system. Tnere was a constaat
personation of vaters, and there were numar.
ons instances where men had voted many
times, and there was no way of preventing
this. In consequence of thess evils it was
desirable that they should fiad a system 1n
‘which they could be prevented or greatly

tions. They kuew, as a matter of fact,
that curirg a canvaes all sorts of personal
considerations were used to maka an elector |
vote for one candidate rather than gnother,
But ruch considerations would be entirely

unavailing where no one Lktcw how the man -
was going to vote, Now, it was a very seri- |

-

ous thing to know that in every general elec-
tion there were thousands, prilf:bly teneieﬁf
thousawds, of dollars given for votes which
were recorded contrary to the convietions of
the electors. 1f a man in the exercize of
this very important dury acted in opposition
to bis own convictions, it would gl?ﬁ the
effect of demorulizing him, and the repetition
of a few elections would he quite suificient to
complete the demoralization, The whole
life of every such mon a3 this, as
far as politieal matters were con-
cerped, becaws alic, One of the objections
of the opponents of the Bill waa that the
‘ranchise was a trust, and therefore ought to
be exerciged in the light of day. It wassome-
times said that it was not correct to spesk of
the franch’se as a truss, bat for his own part,
he was quite willing to recognize that as the
true character of the frarchise, But then he
wculd say, its being a troet, it was their daty |
to ree that the recipieat of the trast was in a |
poeition to dischargs his duty froe from bias
cr irfluence by which he ought not
to be inifluenced  They oacht to
gee that no undue influence  which
won!d imduce him to betray his trust
or any covsideration should be forced upon
him, They krew as 3 matter of fact that,
arder the open sysiem .of voting, that trust |
was corstantly betrayed by inflasnces such
a3 thote he had meatione Another fa.

vourite objection made to the Bill
it was more manly for a voter t::ﬂth;:
thepolls, and there publicly staie the man for I
whom he intends voting. ~ This was averely .
a sentimental ohjection, and had not been |
urged so mach lately as it was at one time, |
If #a man Wwae free o vote as he |
thought Gk = Be would have plenty |
of opportumity of showing his maaliness,

without this matier of givig ;
public. That wasa madier tﬁnhi;a:o:m:n |

acted once and forall, bus ke would R |

diminished. Stvfliog tae ballot boxes with

'forged ballots should ba nearly impossible

Hon, members were aware that in sowe of
the Australian colonles a syatem was adopte
by which those evils of the ordinary ballot
sy stem were avoided to a very large exb

When this system wa3 shown to beasuc ...,
snd an improvement on the old sysiem
many of its old opponents wers coavertsi,
and it was adopted in Englond, In

~that system ballot papers were pre-

" its being adjudged
' one, it coul

. vented.

pared by the Returuive -oificer, and
uno ballog-papers which wero prepsred by
{he candidates or taken to the poll by the
voter were allowed to be used He wascom.
¢lled to make use of the papera given to
im for the purpose by the Retarning-ofiicer
or his deputy. Then there was a contrivancs:
by which, without interfering to any import
ant ¢ xtent with the secrecy of the voting, 1t
could be ascertained if any man gava a vole |
without having the right to give it; and en
that the voter had n»
right to vote, and that the vote was a bal
d be ascertained for whom that

vote was El‘!vuu; thereby that evil was pre
he mode of procedure was shirtly

this :—The ballot-papers were printad
with counterfoils, aund to every counterfoii
there was a number corresponding to the
written or printed part of the ballot pajer,
go that when the Boturnini:nﬂmr gave the

, b;llot“pnper to the mi"loter fent into hi«
. private apartmen there put a cross to the
| Emeot the mnﬁidsh he inteuded fo vore
for, -After having filled up the ballo% papar,

|
,000 papers were drawa l
y, Avety ln.rpg:p:;mbero! voted, i

{ he kanded it to the Returnng-officer, wio

identifies it by having his 1muials ugon it
or by some other means, He then drops it

f into the balot box i~ the presence of tha

cardidates or their agents, If it was found,
on a tubsequent occasion, that the majority
‘ was tmall, and if it is believed that proof can

| be given that there are 100 bad votés, and




