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® E;%B-m asked at the hands of the House.

'm &  variety of obstacles were
$ - with, and unforeseen circum-
‘ances took place during the year which
Wight retard the works in & maaner
Which could not be anticipated when the
?mepﬁ'ﬁoﬂl were asked for, It was chief-
Y In connection with appropriations of that
character that the estimates of 15/3 remain- |

¢d nnexpended tothe exteat of upwards of
Ralf l;ﬁ;ion of dollars. Hon. gentlemen '

*ould find by reference to statement 33 that
‘t)h' Amount unexpended in regard to pablic
inn"‘dmﬂl was $224, 568, while the only excess
régard to any public building was limited

% $8,686. To this should be added in re-
to Public Works, $51,464; Maintenan e

Of Asylums, §50,855; Crowr Lands, $65,939;
Miscellaneous, $20,183; making a totsl unex-
ﬁ‘ndﬂd thus accounted for under these
ﬁiffirant heads of $416,061. Under those
V6 heads they had an explanation of the |
%"'!Pmprutlun: that had not been expended.
Vith regard tg the expenditure of the past year,
the Pullic A¢counts which had been placed
:ln tbe hands of the members exhibited in ,
¢tail every item, and so every hon. gentle.
han could, if he desired information with
regard to any item, call for the vouohers or
authorit on which the pnlgmnnt was made,
The Public Accounts and estimates of last

i?ol;;ﬁgta_thni cunntituteg an open source of |
ation for every hon. tleman, and |
he could gain the fullest gonsinl;la light con- ’
erning each single item of éxpenditure dur-
ing the Pput year. He did not suppose that
D any Parliament members sed equal
facilities with those pmeuof?::;in Legisla. |
tare of thoroughly anderstanding every item
of eXpenditure, and every particular connec.
ted with 15. He might say further that with
few éxceptions every item that appeared in
the Public Accounts had been 'sg:;uhoquu
on the Treasury Department. It was only in
rare instances, and when it would have been
to the detriment of the public service, that
the money was placed in the hands of some
of the parties in ad vance. Every item was
vouched for by a separate cheque on the de-
partment, most of which had his (Mr,
Crooks’) autograph appended to them
Another subject on which hon, members
would require explanation was the compara-
tive amount of estimated revenue of 1573
and the actual receipts, which he mpuwi
now to give, If the table mnt:inag in his
financial statement last year was referred to,
it would be found that the estimated receiots
of that year were calculated at $3,090,3)1,
including an amount of $352,591 34 cash on
band, So that the actual receipts for last
year, without including the amount of cash
on bhand at the |beginning of the
year, was altogether $2737,400. On
reference to the Public Accounts of last year,
hon. members would find that the actual
amount received from the diiferent sourcas, ‘

in respect of which he assumed to make the
estimate of the expepditure for 1873, in
cluding the item of cash in hand, the actaal
receipts for the year ending lst .January,
1874, would be$3,314,506 25 In other words,
the awcount in excess of the estimated rov-
cnuewas 5224 105. It was necessary, however,
that the amount of that excess should
he accompanied by some -explanation, so
that hon. members might understand how
it was that his estimate of last ycar was ex-
ceeded by so large an amount. That

amount arose principally from: an item
which could not be considered in connection
ith the recei

:nda last ye:rlft:.nd which it could not have

been expected at that time we should

receive, By an unexpected arrangement of

the Dominion Government, a sum of $l-lr__1{,-
$33 53 was added to the revenune for 1573,
which arose from the policy of that Govern~”
ment under the Act of 1873, by which the
provision of the 118th section of the Con
tederation Act, providing that Oatario and
Ouebec should pay interest at the rate of tive
yer cent. upon their excess of debt over two
millions and a half was repealed. Until last
year the grant from the Dominion Govern-
ment to the Province had been reduced by
the amount of that interest; but by the Act

of 1aat gession, which came into force on the

tirat of July, 1573, they had received on or
about the first of J-nuary the amount of the
last half of the ye ¢ 1872, diminished by the

when the estimates were |

- $he extent of %30,000. *In regard
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nterest on the excess of debt for 6'13735’
and on the first of July we would receive tho
amount from the first of January to the first
of July, 1873, undiminished by the interest
on the excess of debt. Thus he accounted
for an amount of $155,833, whigh could not
have been reasonably anticipated last year.
In January, 1874, the whole of our sabsidy
had been paid by the Dominion Government
for the last half of the year 1873, undimin-
ished by the interest on the Provincial debt.
Some further points had to be brought under
the attention of hon. members in connection
with the actual receipts, attribatable to or
deriyed from the different sources, in respect
of which the estimate of last year was based,
The first item was the large increase from in.
terest w©pon investmments, which hal
been estimated last year at $200,000;
but which'had actaally amounted to %255,-
000, or an excess of $38,000. In connection
with the Crown lLands Department, there
had been a falling off in a nomber of
ingtances, while.in a few there was a slight
tacreaso. The decrease over the whole De-
partment, as compared with the estimate,
amounted to $152,628 10, the chief falling
off being in the item of woods and
forests, The amount estimated for
last year was 5800,000, while the re.
ceipts were only 80613,637 56, leaving
a deficiency of $156,362 44. Thean coming
to .asua) avenune, the gross amount was
*7";355 ¥i% £50,000 of this properly
belonged to therefund account, and Lie hadonly
claimed some 325,000 - over his estimate for
last vear, In respect of licenses, the actual
pts were §52 152 78, exceediog his esti-
mate by $5,219 0S. The recoivts from law
stamps during the year was $95 000, while
the estimate only counted upon $£40,000.
This difference was accounted for by tae fact
that last year the legislation regarding the |
charges for stamps in all the Courts, es-
pecialy the Division Court, had led the
Government to expect that there would be a
considerable decrease in the revenue from |
this quarter., From the Education Depart- |
ment he had received §51,4580 21, while that
amount was $7,163 57 in excess of his esti.
mate of last vear., From the sale of
the DMimico Farm he had raceiied

- §3,713, and in interest on the Municipal Iuao
|| Fond $28,95) 26, - neither of which he relicu
;2:3 aia sources t.]:?fhraunua i cstimating the
8 lncome.. The amount which was pav-
_] able by the Dominion as interest on .pscial
funds—namely, $149,000 —vwas short, paid to
to eve
item from which revenue was derived h;{
year, with the exception ot the Crown Lauds
Department, there had been a large Increase,
acd the actual amount, incloding cash on
hand, was 3224000 in excess of the esti-
mates, In reference to woods and forests,
he had a statement thera to which he would
refer. The actual amount collected in 1873
In respect of timber duties, ground rents,
and  ordinary bonuses, was $372.000.

to 1873, while the rest represented accruals
from sales of 1572, ml.loct?ad in 1873, He
referred to these matters to show how the
amount of cash received was made up. He
hl{l_had a statement prepared having regard |
to t" @ comparison of the actmal receipts of |
1575 with the estimated receipts, and he de. |
a!udl to give an explanation with regard to T
the item, Woods and Forests $643,627, a
branch of the Crown Lands Department, I
hon, %t vtlemen would refer to statement No.
| of the Public Accounts,it would appearthat
last year the receipts, including the balance
of cash on band, amounted to 83,314,500,
while the actual expendiiure of the year ia
respect of the appropriations amounted to
52, 4#:*{};21:3, giving a diiference er surplus of
“804 2, This amount was the surplas’ of
the ycar. Dut what had been done with |
that amount? It had been applied to dis-
charge the obligations to the Railway Fund to
the extent of 5426,642, But that Railwg
Fund bad nothing to do with the normal “:Ji
Eendiinm 'n respect of which votes of ghe
ousc were required, It was simply a pay-
ment in discharge of a fund alread croated
by Act of Parliament, and which been
decrease hy_pa}-xqantlto rallways. They
had invested in drainage debentures $33 949
and cash on hand $279,948 Therefore 'ihé’
had, strictly Speaking, a surplus from thﬂ
receipts of 1573 above the carrent expendi.
ture of that yoar to the extent he had mention.
ed, and a verification of this statement wonld
be found in statement Ne, | of the p“bul-
Accounts, page 12; statement 30, for the =
ment to the Railway Fund: and utmuf:ﬂ

11,1or the inx*es@mentinc-_mnlga debentures
3 %0 recaipty '

| and expenditure, he might call attpnter. .

I |

| a statement he had

i _ repared
1808 to 1873 Ihﬂ]lllf‘l‘ﬂ,p ﬁhicim:;luﬂl:d 3‘:]::




