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important bodies should, | Gy
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elected from their ranks  He did not think rom the repors 0 e Sor publi b
' but he ¢ msidered i he learned that the expendiv P
16 propet o g0 this 4% OU gful that they kool Library books, was only 44431 for
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should Le represented. He therefore pro - }:ﬁ B g B . of

posed that High School Teachers should have | :
GLE YepIisen I.il-l'u‘ﬂ. Common School Teach- course, much larger. That amount for

—=| bim how very li

e18, ope, ard County Lnspec'ors, ong—thes. libraries, however, wWas & mere bagatelle as

t0 be aleo elected ¢viry two years, He con-
tended that every member should look apos
this matter withous p.rty feeliogor persoua
uivjadice ; and he was sure that the pro-
posed changes would have the effect of add
wyg largely to the puabie confidence witn
abich the Coansil desired, aund ought & de
sire, to be regarded, in so far asit ¢ wuld th
vo Jonger Le charged with being au irrespoa
sthle Eudy, as it now 13, ‘T'he powers pis
sussed by the Coun il coutd ba exerciso
with more satisfaction to the publc
than they were = by  that  body
<3 al prese nt compos ed. Thes
powers he described as very large indeed
and he quoted the statute which named
these powers in proof of the assortion. Thes«
powers had been in tho-.possession of the
Conneil for a cousiderable time, and even
sopposing that they had done their ver,
best to exercise them in a manaer which
would tend to the efficiency of the schools,
it was manifest that a great deal of dissatis
 faction had arisen in the country regardicy
it. 1t was, therefore, necessary to devise
some method by which increased confidence
should be established in the public
wind regarding its mode of doing

ite  work,and the amenity to public’

opinion of its members. With regari
to the question of bovks, he aseerted tha:
for along time there had been a strong opiu-
‘on in various parts of the country that the
Uepoeitory should be abolished sltogether
aud that the purchase of books ghould bs
iree—and not only of books, bat of maps f
school purp-ses 1t appeared, from the ev:
dence which had been laid before him, that
there.was considerable difierence of opiuion
as to the expediency of entirely abolishing
the Depusitory, Un the other side of the
iines 1t had been found that many books had

been put into the handa of children which 1t |

was not preper they should have had, and
that this was rgely $he result of
| the  unrestrained efforts of book can-
- vaesars to dirpose of their in that way,
It was justly argued that it was not rignt
that public funds should contribate to plac-

ing improper literature in the hands of chul. 1

' drem, or in the Public School libraries. His
object had been to tind some way by which
the purchase of books chould be thrown op-n
 to the trade, and at the same time the dan
xer arising out of the introduction of quaes- |
tionable books prevented What he propos-d
was that thebo ks to by purchased should
be corfined to taoze named in the catalogu-a
of the Council of Public Instrunotion, and
' that the purchice might be made from any
bookeeller the corporation purchasiog
way choose to deal with, There was n)
reatonable obj ‘ction that could be made to
that srrangemeat He did not know why
the Depository should be retained, excapi
us & meaps of eaabling the pub'is to make
suitable purchises as cheaply as porssible,
It was not retsined for the purpose of creat-
ing offices for those conmected with 1%, nor
yut tor se pucpose of making money out ofits
asnsactions. As a matter of fact if they
opened the business transacted through
the depository to public competition, they
would be doing that which must inevitably
tend to lower the price at which the article
could be purchased. In order to effact a
-ale, of ccurse a bookeeller would offer the
corporaticn such booke as thoy required ae
cheaply as he could, and in order to make a4
wuch by his business as 'pmible, he woulf,
in the ordinary course of things, endeavour

to make these sales as large, aad extonding "
over as wide a portion of the country, as
porsible. In this way he was actingin a I
wapner as an agent for extending the use of
nocks—the very purpoce which it
was presumed the Depository had in view,
'hey would thus have the agency of the Gov-
errment aud that of the wholotrade throuzh-
vut the counfry enpazed in lcunmplinhrng
their common purpose, Of course it was de-
sired to induce frustees to have
good libraries in every section, and
wake them do what they possibly could to in-
| ince a taste for reading amongst

the peopla.  There wore now settled azou- '
cies for that purpose, and by the pla. o
pored there agenciez could be mugh mre
usetul, while no evil could arise fe.m thaﬂ
furnishirg of the books being open é] tho |
trade #o long as the Coancil “of Pu)li la
st:uction controlled the character of th;
beeks to be purchased, It really Iarpriau{l

ttle had been done in this

conpared to the expenditure W ich one
wuu?d have expected to find under that head. i

It astonished him, considering the large cum- -
ber of our public schools, that there was 20
little done in that
but it would be found that there would be a
great increase if the Bill which he asked tae
House to pass became law. These were
some of the principal objects of the B:ll; aad
he would brietly over some of the other
more important clauees, and state why he
thought such provisions as ho proposed
would improve the Education Department
and receive the sanction of the House and
the country, There had always been a diffi-
culty in maintaining our High Schools 10
many parts of the Province in a state of effi-
ciency, and thers had been 2 stropg pressure
brought to bear by those who took an in-
terest in them to obtain a larger measure of
public assistance for them, Very many.

ar department;

strongly urged that the whole of wevery
county  should form part of sowe Higa
School district, and should be subject 5
taxation for the su ﬁrt of that school in
an «fficient stato. % is was felt to be dis-
cretionary on the part of County Councils,
who generally limited it tothe townor villag:
in which theschool was situated. Thus]l.mut-
ed, the echools could not of course be kept in

| aaesi-able state of efficiency. He thought we

cught toregard High schoolsasessential toour
school systom, The Pablic Schools of course
bsd a much larger attendance, and the

| greater ﬁnrtinn of the people necessarily re-

ceived their education m them; bug it would
be a neglect of daty to forget that our Hign
Schocls sbould reccive a share of our ai-
tention, and should be put upon a footing
worthy of the country, in order to enadle
thero 1o discharge the work assigned to them
prepeily.  He felt strongly the objection
that might be 1aised by the people in tae
rursl districts to being taxed in the way it
won'd be necessary to tax every part of the

| gounty in which the school was situated, if

_were to diecharge its functions satisfac

torily, Atthesametimethey ought toremembar
that every pereon in the county had ©) coa-
nibute equally to the support of Public
Scheols, whether he derived an benefit from
them or not, aud he tiought if the prin fiple

was good in one case, 1t Was equally good tu
ihe other. People were taxed for Pah-
lic Schools whether they wero rassi

dent or mot, and whether they had
children attending them.op not. It wa3 a
Larrow view to take of the matter to refuse
to contribute to the maiatenance of High
3chools because no direct personal benelit
was devived from them, We were now en-
gaged In founding a nationality, .anl he
bhoped 1that we should not show
sny feeling which  would be ®
dangerous to 1ts proeperity as an unwilling-
ness to contribute to what was undoabted!

a great national bepefit, whether we dorive

it directly or icdirectly, A good deal of

difliculty had always been experienced in

conse quence of the demand for a preparatory
class in High Scheols, and notwithstandiog
that the law was agaiosi it, there were
as o matter «f fact, such classeain a'l High
Schocls, It fwas “apparently impossible &
prevent them, and be thought they might a=
well accept that etate of mattors, and ma'o
a1 apge mente acoordingly. He proposel
do 8o by a provision in the 25%h clause of the
Act. |These nchools would receive &
.r'ain amcunt of assistance from the
Goverpment, a correzpunding amoant wotld
haveto t e furnished by the connty. anl tn
remsinder would b¥ provided by the distr ¢’
to which the County Cruncil might suwign
the schonl Hep that all papils -u
| the county should be at liberty, as the

' wero under the present law, to att:nd |
the  High School, ithouh the
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