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E:‘mp'emm. He said it wouald be within
récollection of members that, last yoar,

- sh" ¢ffort made by the Houss to interfere

Irectly with the question of the liquor
trattic tailed, on mo&ut of the inability of

the House to take the action they incli

E:k“- Certain questions had afterwards
Proposed to be asked of leading geatle-
E:‘ in reference to the matter, but when
House rore these questions had not been
Mswered, Tho answers were on hand now.,
Ed the object of the motion was to utiliz»
ete answers  He explained that the Com
Wittee was as nearly as possible the same a3 |
that he proposed last year. '

The motion was carried,

RAILWAY FUND AND RAILWAY
SUBSIDY FUND.

Hon, Mr, CROOKS, in moviag the gecond
réading of the Will respecting the Ralway
Fund and the Rwmlway Sabsidy Faad, said

t hen. members would remember that,
previous Acts of the Logislatare, certaia
of the Consolidated Reveaue Faund
- been set aside in order to
orm funds for the purpose of aiding in the
construction of railways in the Proviace of
Untario. The first Act passed during the
Session of 1870 71, set apart §1,400,000 to
form this fund, sod in 1871 72, by the Rail-
way Fand Aot, this ori jinal sum wasiacreas
ed by half a mlion dollars and $100,000
yearly for twenty years. Certain inconven-
lences had been the result of these two [unds.
was an express provision which pre- |
vented any portwn of the Railway Sabsidy
Fand being appropriated in aid of a railway
until the E‘rlnt. get apart by the Railway Ace
had been disposed of; and in the next place
it was difficult#o say whether or not the ap-
propriatiofs under the Order in Connecil
would not have the effect of exhausting the
Railway Aid Fund, or bribing railways to
take whatever aid the Guverument might
m from the Railway Sabsidy Faand. This
culty existed at the prelent moment, for
there were Orders in Council appropriatin,
two millions and some hvund tEunuué
dollars in respect of existing railw.ys, He
explained the conditions requisite in the
state of a railway belore the amonats paya.
ble are claimable, and showed how tbe duifi
culty arose as to which tund the amount
was to bo paid from. As a matter of fass,
the Railway Aid Fund was already exhiuat-
ed, but he explained that several railways
had not fulfilled the conditions under which
they were entitled to the ﬁrmt. and the
grants would, therefore, he ¢ ought, lapse
Another difficalty which arose frow this Act
was the indefinite lacguage used for the par-
pose of defining the clase of railways which
aremeant to be included in the Act. Alth ugh
there was some attempt at delinition, yet tho
Orders in Council and the resolutions of the
House had, in fact, determined that the class
of railway which it is proper to ail nader the
Act means aony railway of utility in the
Province of Ontario  He thought the miad
of the House was fully in accordance with
this view. He then explained the provisions
of the Act clause by clause. The first clause
proposed to remove the restrictions which
/ the exi-ting Act was supposed to irnpose, if it
could be shown that it was of public utility
'or advantage, The second aund third
'goctions were intended to make the
two Railway Fonds work as one,
and give railways the right to
demand payment withoat being in any way
interfered with by any provicional order
which may now keep iu sujpense any por
sion of the first fund. The fourth section
had the same object in view. Tae fifth sac-
tion was intended to enable the Govern
ment, with the sanction of the House, to
iree these funde from Orders in TJouancil ana
pruﬁlicmll orders in favour of particular
railways. In concluuion, he said he had cal.
culated that as nearly as possible half a mil-
lion of dollars would never be claimed, aci
the Act required %o be revised for the pur-
pose of loosening the amount which is thus
tied up, and, provided suificient cause in
shown to the Governor in Council, to revok
guch previous Ocders in Counc:l as might be
necessary. To protect the companies con
cerned, and keep the power of the Gvern
ment in due check, a provision was contained
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in the Act that no order should have any
H‘-""t until it received the sanction of the
Ouse, (Hear, hear) Hon members
;’wid understand the object of the Bill
“&r; the provisions were such as the prac:
tical working of the funds required; and
general benefit would be the resalt of the
;a’o"ﬂ ;ﬁ the difficalties which now exist.
eers,

nnlg; BOELTBEE rofetr;od to the dol;atl:l
18 subject dn e existenoe of the
Sandfield ﬂhodon:{z‘ (tovernment, and said
that the specification of the particular rail-
ways which were to be aided was a question
which the leaders of the Reform party then
urged with great vehemence, because other
wite, they argued, too much power would be
in the hands of the Government, and the
chance of corruption given. He thought the

weér asked by tbe Governmant was more

angerous than that asked for by the
Sandfield Macdonald Government, and was
oppoted to granting aid indiscriminately to
all railways which the Goverameat thou ht
pubiic works of utility. He thought, seeing
our great surplus, that the Government
should remove the provision 3 which
future generations were calle upon
to contribute a yearly sum for railway pur-

poses,

Mr. LAUDER thowght it would have been
better had the Government accepted the
amendment moved to the Port Perry Rail-
way Bill last year, and he was lad to see
that the principle then contended for by the
Opposition had now been accepted by the
Government. He promised the Government
all the aid in the direction generally sigai-
tied by the Bill it would be in his power %0
give,

Mr. MEREDITH thought the provisions
of the third clause were daugerouns, and
likely to do mizchief to railways in course of
construction upon the faith of §3,000 per
mile of a grant,

Hen., Mr. MOWAT sald it was

lrgrmi from the few  objecticre

the Bill that it was genery,

poceptabla, Ho effectually disposed of 1gy,

| Bounttbee s ohjection that it placl oo wach

pat-oose iu the power of the Governm ol
and remidnded hinm that as soon as tha [ form
porty csmie into power they emounded ths for-
re: measare 2o as to meet this difliznliy, and
the Houre had tho power of refasiag to ~ac-

| cede to auy measure of aid propea by the

Government. He show ¢ thh tha existug
Act was extremely vague in ooy, and 1~
thongh it applicd as & watter of fa2t to all
railways, it had the appcarance of resrio-
tiveneas which was embariassing, and he

- frankly asked the doase to remove 1t. There

was ro reason why the Hones should reetrict
itself in this matter. If a road was sach a
read as this House thought onght te rec ive
support, why thould there bs acy reatriction
upon in granting that support? Tne
Government were cubirely in the haads of
the House in that matter, and could make
no grant without the acsent of the House

In reply to the objection agaisst the third
clause of the hon membsr for London, he
said that the amount granted to any railway
out of the one fund would correspond exact-
ly to that which they should have under the
propogecd Bill He was sure the Hoace would
give the Biill & Lberal aui hearty support.
(Hear, hear )

Mr. STEPHEN RICITARDS criticized the
speech of the Attoraey-General, declariag
that the scheme of the sandfield Macdonald
Goverumert was one which had beea advo-
onted and initiated by the Reform party, aad
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gavo less power of corruption to the Govern- |
ment of the day than the measure proposed
by the prezeut Administration and their
triends, He declared that he had beea

a Reformer when Reform meant some-

thing, and he declared that the present
Reform Government came into power
upon & false cry, lie deolared that
the systom of submitting these Orders in
Oouncil for aid to railways was subverasive of

the principle of Rasponsible Government.

Referring to the motion of Mr, Laader for a
comparative statement of tho salaries paid
by the Government, and wa3 character.zing
the action of the Government in that matter

in very stroug language, when

Mr. SPEAKER called him to order for
referring to a debate which had taken plare

during the present session.

Mr. RICHEARDS said it would have been

better for his party, and better for the coun

try, it the Sandtield Macdonald Government

had not propoted to legislate upon this rail

way question before going to the couatry,
mg perhaps they would have yet been in
power had they not done so. Ho explained

that the original intention of that Govera

ment in proposing the Subeidy Act, was toaid

—« railways going North aud South, consideciny




