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Fiivi:fed between the Government and
| Tegislature at Ottawa and the Goverament
* and he found that
Bills reserved which
siterwards received the Royal Asse:t; but
bew many were reserved and did not roceive

snd Legislatare here,
there were, in all, fifty

r'é'é.ltrﬁ_ﬂr d----rll“m M L
Perliament of Canal - l.nd. it was !H&
there was an analogy
tion
those instructions, an

w . Mawino Bills nassed by the |
between the posi-

-General holds with
Gnvarnm;i that the Lievtenant-

Governor holds without such instre ctions,

the Royal Assent he had not examined, All

if there should be a few weeks ora few

months’ delay in these Bills becoming law ?

He did rot think that the persons interested
cepsidered that it would, If the party to
which the gentlemen opposite belonged were

these things, he held, showed cause tor the
reservation of the Bills now under discas-
sion. Another thing which he coasidered
| of great importance was this—did it master

#o anxious to give the Urangemen an Act of '

Incerporation, why did they not do so dur-
ing all the time they were 1n power? From
| the time the Bills were reserved on the firat
occasion of their being brought up in the
. Parliament of this conntry to the preseat,
' Le was not aware that any serious attempt
had been made by the party to which those
ntlemen now cpposing the Governmant
)elorged to have such Bills as thess passed.
Their friend from Kingston had told them

. bow persons had gone to those gentiemen
snd endeavoured to get them to tale up
such Bills, but without success. What was
he to think of gentlemen opposite patroniz-
ing the Orangemen now, when, being in
yower, they had done nothing in the way
of giving them an Act of Incorporation?
Duripg the timo those geutlemen were in
office they bad the support of a very largs
| preportion of the Orangemen of the cowtry
ard yet neither they nor Sir John A, Ma..
dorald, who was a% ti:¢ head of the Govera-

; nwent f.\'.'”;ll 1\"":13 to U I.'.;Lai‘:"'.'l .-Eﬁ,j’ hll 1.‘1,5.;._.11
to give them such lp. "slatica 42 thesa Billa
A\l this showed hivu (Ve Mowvsl) that it did
e toanatier whother iy q 11.-14_3; of a
few wecks or R That
ueee Bills had netl Lecome law was, there-
fore, entirely tlie act of gentleriaa opposite.
(Hear, hear.) I¢ must uot be forgotien thas
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the rerervation of these Bills was not giving

the Deminion Covernment any powar they
bad not before to interfere in masters of this
gort. It ccemed to him that if it was a mat-

ter for donbt whether these BiMls shon'd not |

permanontly becomo law, it was battsr that
they should net hecome law at all than be-
ccme law for a few weaks and then ba dial-
lowcd, He thought ha muast hold himself
responsibie for the reservanicn,  As s mattar
of choice, he might havs preferred a dififsrent
course, bub as a counstitutional lawver there
seemed £o b but one way cpento hita  he

itten of this Government, under the

‘onstituMon, was a very pecullar one
Most, if mnot ali, of the Provinces

of tlie British Empire have two Houses of
Legislation, both of which must assent to
covary Bill passed. Defora thoy made any
rule with r to the matter, it would be
well for them to consider whethor 18 was not
vecereary in the public interest that the Gov-
ervinent of {he day in this Provincs snouid
kave 2 larger duty to perform than if we had
two levislative bodier, He did not offer any
opiricn on the matter, but he said that it
wag = qnestion whether thia shounld_not he
0. inthe United States one JFouse assented
o the legislation of another, and it was
o recognized courre for the (Governor to vato,
if Lo saw fit, even the legislation of both
Hor 't was with no reference to this
problomw, however, that ke had come to the
conclve.on on which he had acted with ro-
card to these Dills.
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Mr. CAMERON said that tho matter Le-
feve the Iouse was onc of very grave im
portance. 1t was very casential that they
gshould understand, while they were but in
the commencoment of thoe session, whother
or neb thie body of men, elected by the peo-
ple for tie purpoge of representing them, had

he vower of legislating, and if a Govern.

mens  which didl no5 choose to as
sume  boforg P'acliament itself the
ree;oreibility  of advising the Honss

8 Lo whether any legislation oftered for thoir
couslderalion was  coustitutional or not,
could, af*er the House had passed their jadg-
wish on o weasure, render i% useless and
rugatory, when the influenco of the Legisla
tore waaremoved from it,  (Hear, hear.) 1t
aid vot sigmfy whether it was an Orange In.
corporation “ill cra Bill for the incorpora.
tion Iﬂf the Christian Brothers; it was of
~4al Impoiiance for them to walerstand
wicther they, as representatives of the peo
Wit were to ba told by hon gentloman oppo-
“lo that they conld do away ab their wil
i pieasure with that which they had con.
Meered 16 vight to enact. This courss had
- \=¢n pursued by hon gentlemen opposite, as

w0y had been told, because there were cer-

tan I.;.gtructium;fiven by Her Majesty to the
_ Governor-Geaner ' '
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to guide him in giving as- |
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acting under thas advice of his

had the power,
legally sonsti-

tuted Executive, the Privy Coqncll, to dis-
allow any legislation which this Legislature
may enact, and the advisers of the Governor-
(3eneral wounld be responsible to the Com

mors of Cansda for giving an advice that was
wrong, or in any manner in violation of the
Constitution. ow, he nndaﬂtogd that the
Fxecutive of this Province stood in the same
position towards the Liqutmant-{}wert{m
as the Privy Council did with regard to the
Governor-General. The Lieutenant-Governor
could do no wrong; he was in the same posi
tion in this respect as Her Majesty, becaus:

his constituted advisers were responsible io
the people’s representatives on the floor of
this Honse, Bills were not now disallowed
in England, because the Crown could do no
wrong, acting as it did upon the advice of

But the Governor-General

responsible Ministers, and 8o every
Bill which the advisers of the Crown
vermitted to pass became law. He would

read a brief passage from May upon that
suhyject,to show that he was stating the mat-
ter correctly:—*‘The necessity of refusing
tLejRoyal Assent is removed Ly the strict ob-
servance of the constitutional principle that
the Crown has no law but that of its Miaissers,
wko may continue to serve in that capacity
so long as they retain the confidence of Par-
liament.” He, therefore, said to hon. gentle-
men opposite that it was their duty to have
advised this House, when they were consider-
ing theze Incorporation 8ills, whether or not
tLey were such as this House was competent
to deal with.
they should have either carried the House
along with them, or have resigned their posi-
tion they were unable to hold in consequence
of taking such grounds, The provision in
the law with reference to that matter would
be found in section 55 and 560 of
the QConfederation Act:—*‘ Where the
bill passed by the Houses of Parliament, 1s
presented by the Covernor-General for the
Queen’s assent, he shall declare, according
to his di: eretion, but subject to the provi-
siors of this Act and to Her Majesty’s in-
elrvetions, either that he assents thereto in
thie Queen’s name, or that he withholds the
Quecn’s assent, or that he rigorves the Bill
for the signification of the Qicon’s pleasure.”
Sectiogp 50 eays :—** Where the Governor-
General assents to a Bill in the (Queen’'s nam»,
ke shall, on the firstconve.iens opportuaity,
send an authentic copy of the Act to one of
Jer Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State;
snd if the Queen in Council, within two
years affer recoipt thercof by the Socrefary
of State, thinks fit to dimllow the Acf, gush
disallowance, with the certificate of the Sa:-
rctary of Siate of vhe day on which the Act
was received by him, being signified by the

Govervor-General by speech or m:8
sage, to each of the [Ilouses of
Parlioment, or by proclamation, shall

aunn! thoe Aot fiom and afier the day of sig
nitication.” Section §0 ol the Act gave the
Lievt-(Giovernor the nowern givan ta tha Gov
' e gections referred to
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a bl ttis. Ao zasociation of
that wa prom!

by the law of the
land hed ecpe to this Lagislature, adopting
the form thas the law required, and ﬂ.z.y-
ing the fees that the rules zad praclice of
() Tt Sempnabactn SN 6 MK
.:1. Aie 440 vy var aly % i3 lL!\'id'lf.l 04 Ltue
question, the Attorney General. who was the
legsl adviser of the Lieut--Governor, and
whose views ought not to be interfered with
by hiscolleagues inofil ¢, because ho was tae
responsible officer, and the only one under
the Congtitution who had the right to advise
His Execellency on a point of law, holding a
different opinion from the rest of his col.
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lezgues upon the subject. The Dills
that wcre (o ba rescrved. were nam-
ed in the instractions thus : —

“Apy Bill of an extraordinary natare anl
importance, whereby our prerogative or the
n'gi;ta and property of onr subjects in our
sa1d Dominion. or the trade and shipping
of the United Kingdom and its dependencies
may Le prejndiced; any Bill coataining pro-
visicns to which our assent has bosen once
refuzed, or which has been disallowed by
us.” (Hear, hear, from the Government
benches ) There was not one word in the
Confederation Act in reference to the
rounds on which Bille were to be reserved,

ut these were the instructions Iollowing
those instructions literally, they wera to
read for “‘Her Majesty,” in the sections he
had referred to, “‘the Governor-General ”’ If
the gentlomnen opposite thought they shounld

If they saw they were not.

crnor-Gereral 10 the
To the inbtructions referred to, thare was not |
one word in rezard Lo the reservalion ot such

persoas |

|
|
|




