Yo oihiers, be would be prepared to get over
the difficulty by wiping out the whole thing.
Hon, Mr. WOOD said shat 20 such didh-
colty existed, and he thought be woald be
able to prove so to the House. Suppose tve
men borrowed a thousand dollara each from
ne person; that some of them invested thas
money better than others, each of them
*ould be equally bound to repay t~e amouns
borrowed; would they not! But if some of
bem showed that they coald nos possibly
bay, might not a gemerous creditor say —
Well, T will lt you of by pay
ing  one half. And supowe that
ove of {them proved that he oruld not evea |
bay that, wight not that gonsrous creditor
say—1 will release still fursher from tha
baymens of one half of a hali? Yot each
debtor would be called upoa to pay to the
utmost of his ability; and so it was with this
Musicipal Loan indebtedness. Speaking of
the allowances made in connection with the
Buffalo and Lake Huron Railway, he said
that no ove had dared say that 1t was m-
proper for the old (Government and for the
mwunicipalitiea to aid the Grand Trunk and
otker old lines of railway, nor to aid the new
ailwaya running transversely; and who would
‘sre ray that the same measure of justice
*hould not go to those who helpad to con-
struct the Buflalo and Lake Huron rail way?
{he Hon. member for London thougzht tha
the  railway allowance should be
' proportion to the ocoss  of
copatructing the road; but that principie
would bo contrary to all the priaciples tne
Hlouse was now-a.days acting upon. Did
they tell a railwaycompany ** Spend your
woney, tell us Quow much you have apeat,
ard then we wall give you ard iu propor
tion " That would be a grand prnciple
(Hear, hear.) It was just because persoas
cculd be determined to throw out ohjasiions
#hich they had not _roperly weigned 1w
their own minds tuat such suggestions a-
these  were made. These municipalities
pisyved towards this railway the part tha®

the Government of the present time 18 play-

wg to the new railways, aud why shoal’ |

they Dot have refunded ¢ toea
this mirerable pittance of two thon.
sand dollars a mile, (Mear, hear) It
bad been said that when that rule was
spplied there were two mupicipalitios

cu that line of road which were relieved |

to a greater extent than what they oughs to
be by the proper applicatiza of that princi
ple—the towns of Brauntford and Stratford
He regretted that there were these two

muuicpaiities.  Strasford borrowed $100.-
(UQ0; they paid back vearly one-tnicd of sha

sbout §77,000. 1t i857 the town sold it
bonde, and it got the money, They sup
pored the paying ability of the people would
. increase, but the prosperity of tav towva din
not go on with the rapid progress they
thought it would. They expoaded money
on gravel roads, bailt a market, and invested
s other iwprovemonts. The money baiug
kone, the present generation, which was go:
respousible for these transactions, hal t.

weet the want and to tax itself todoso. [y
~s8 well knpown that it was not to the in
terest of the country that the people saould
he taxed beyovd whatthey could pay; bur
aniess some relief was otferad Stratford tha

-uld be the case. The Act of 1859, hiw.

er, enabled Stratford acd Braatford to
at the Government at defiance N
: Iung as that statute r«mained unal ered, and
- nov dissented from. thes¢ mualolpaittios au |
" all others similarly situated could not b
- made to pay up the Yrincipnl of their dent

None of the many G veruments that had
been in power since 1859 had dar.d to inter
fere with that Act, aud these municipalities
could say: If yon choose to remain for ever
without havieg the priucipal we are wiiling
to gooun paying you the interest Tha pre.
sent scheme offered a comprom'se  Aaerror

that was very common was to suppose tha'

raunicipalities lowered their rate of Angna

went for the sake of reducing their liahli-
ties. He believed that every muaicipality
in the country w.s assessed at as high a rate
as it oould pos«ibly be placed. Thelproposi

iion npow was to sav that the sssssamens
sbouldnot bereckoned at any higher rate than
in 1859, and who was prepared to objsct tothar?
Mhen to whom does that apoly? [t applisd
to (Goderioh, Brantford, Stratford aad
Chatham. It did not apply to 8& Citharines

because of the railway allowanoces, bus the |
ratlway and other allowances broaght N; |

Catharines down from $281,000 to $165 00)

He was very sorry that that towa should b,
dieeatisficd with these roles, hut he would
point out how the matter stood. Compan.
«ons have been made betweea the mode of
desling with St. Catharines and Braatford

Krantford borrowed in the first ‘place $500-
(00; it paid a large rum to the Gravd River
Navigation Company, aided the Harrwbury
Kailway Company, built aa iroc bridge, gas.
works, and. eutered into oth:r improve.

ments. St. Cathariaes did not tax itsetf one
e comoanan e

I
amount. §32,000; and he thought they owe1i f
|

«d, ana he doubted if ever it put = six.

pence of tax on the people on that

B dhor ik e |
Mr. RYKERT said they on pa

te the erlmddli{aq:ay for the $100,

they had invested in is. JaNed,
'Hr.. WOOD eaid that it would be very

little sati+faction *o the hon. member for

Lincoln if be lent a thoussad dollers to

Jobhr Swith to koow that although Joha

as not paying him anythivg in retura that

be wae care ying what he owed to
J<ha Spooks éaup. .) In 1859, aocord.
in to law, the lloblls;;:! 8t, Catharines was
$171,000f and that of Brantford $184,69%,
Singe then the latter town had psid $119,985,
on in round numbers, not computiag intsr-
cat, 3120,000; while dnring all that time
Brautford paid vothing. Brantford had in-
vested a large amoant of its money in publio
works, and cn the whele it wonld have been
wise if it Lad not done so to so great an ex-
tent, It would have been well if all the

and Bertle 8t. Catherines had not paid
spything on the $171,000, and onght there-
| fore t¢ be as huwhle as ever Uriah Heep
wue, and say, I am unworthy; do as you
ko withme ”  Ia rsference to the Bytowa
sud Presoott Railway, the construction of
| that 10l was andertakeon ag one of the first
leading into the interior of the country, not
rurping paraliel with the great line of com.
nurication between the east and the west.
Ottuwa had sided that road to the oxtent of
$200,000, and Prescott $100,000, and to that
railway was extended the game measure of
relier a8 to the Raffalo and Lake Huron—
$2,000 per wile, There was no doubt that
Prescott bad been ivjured by the Grand
Trusk Railway. Making a live of road
along throvgh atown oa the water, like (o
bourg and Cort Hope, alttough of advaatage
to the country in the ncighbourhood, was of
vo direot advantage to the towas themselves,
ard inetead of advancing their prosperity it
bzd ap oppacive effect. It had boen tae case
with Prescott. Before the coustruction of

mutric'palites bad paid up like Brant-
ford Lo wnship, Paris, Moulton and Sherbrooke, |

farthing tinoe 1859 for the money it borrow-

the capal that town was the most important
ove on the 5§, Lawrence, but as soon as
the canal was completed the towa began to
decsy. It might have revived a little by
tho construction of the ferry to Ogdenshurg
and the Prescott and Ottawa Rail way: but
if any one would go along the streets by the
water he would tind decayed piers, dilapi-
dated stoue baldinge, and the whola place
having upon it the stamp of ruin and decay,
T'bere were no manufactories going oa to
keep a population whioh would enable the
town to pay anything like a heavy tax Tae
Attoruey-General was perfeotly oorrect ia
sa)ing " that by the raUdways takea alto-
gether and the conupletion of the canal, Pres-
cott had been going backward inst. a1 of ad.
vanciog in wealth  An Act was passed by
the Legislature anthorisiog the r.i! way to be
eold, though it was opposed by Prescott
through tle late Mr. Clarke, formerly a
wmember of this House. Mr. Shanley also
look a warm interest in the matter on behalf
f his coustituents and spoke azainst the
| bill. 1f aid had not been subsequently given
to the railway, Presoott would not have
received any benefit. It was more oa the
ground, however, that Prescott was really
unable to pay, rather than on the accoant of
lcgrelative aotion in regard to it, thas he ap.
proved of the duing away with the debt of

ways, and the ald they had received from
municipalities, and the financial position ia
whioh they were now placed by the schems.
Fhe mucioipalities which had aided railways
borrowed &5 867 400, and had paid back
2,213,434 Ceortain members of the House
had attempted to gain popularity by de.
pouacing ethe Government Enr uot
giviog  maid to those townships in
Untario and Victoria which had given
bonuses to railways under circumstances dif-
ferent from other townships The towaship
of Scott, for lostance, was to receive nearly
§6.(00. It had aided the Nipissing raitway,
but ite money had beon expen ‘od ia the con.
stiucticn of the line to Uxbridge, and it was
just as much entitled to its railwav allow
avce as the city of Toronto. The hon. gen.
tleman went on to show the very large
amounts that had been expended by eounties
In the construction of gravel roads, showiag
that the notion that an allowanoe should b
wusde on account of these was preposterous
He had vo authority from the Groverameant
to epeak about the scheme, but he had
studied it all over aud explained it as musi
as porsible to hon. gentiemen, though he

did pot receive many thaaks thorefor from
certaln membera,

Mr. RYKERT-—It's vour scheme,

Mr. WQOD—In one sense of the word it
wea his scheme, for it had beem de.
vised by the Attorney-General, who

that town entirely. The. hon. gentlemaa
- went on to refer in detail to the various rail- |

|




