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] vileé Ile (she speaker T ~ c'uricn that a vote of $1,000 & mile womldj . ‘g
the tablcs :h%gunw then ':fa.,"‘:i‘:.'&.‘ incct tho case. Bomo municipalition claimed’ * T 3
that Mr. B ake's idea was to distribute s soord- consideration because they had spent mouney B .
$ Ing to population at the rate of one doller in aid of railways which had benefited e, A
§ and a half or two dollars and a quarter per other municipalitics which had , contri- Rz,
i head. the ono table it was shown how buted nothing ; but he thought that
’ mmgltm&‘lﬂ. and by the other how ' ¢he liouse would mnot be of opinion e
‘ “T::“m of §3,645 600, eould be distribrted ' ttl‘;,st the - userefql d“::tl t.hl;r::::lnl: "
8u . heme i woghips s prive
i -t b Ak T of thtirp:atinn. The Government had not

Was two dollars per head among the munioi- |
Palitics. The great difficalty was the Muai-
Cipal Loan Fund debts, aad with regard #o
these debts the great problem was how
much of these debts could be enforoed, aad
Liow much coald be enforced that woald b3
Just.  The maunicipalities that had nos bor-
rowed from the Fand had to he satisfied that
the scheme ' dld not do more than was con- |
fistent with jostice; and the (overnmont |
had 2!s0 to satisfy those municipalities which
bad derived benetit from the Fand that thero

felt it possible to make any allowance 1n re-
spect of gravel roats, There were gravel
roads ip wost countics of the Province, and
if the Government gave to some municipsli-
1ir1o I‘Jeﬂll‘.llﬁh they l:inilt 11:»:11:1&1 nther_mnilflli:
alitics might complain; and then again, ;

Eunwmm ﬁaa madeto those countics that had*
built roads, it could also be claimed for thosc
that bad oot buils them, but who will yet
have to do go. [e would consider that the
- G nv:;;ment nlachumia would d&?e futtem

Was to be given them that relief whioh,under worthless unless it provided Ior 5

: the circamstances, it was only proper shou'd payment by the maunicipalities of the |

| be giver, The scheme did not recoguize a reduced debts, and he holieved that this

' moral o'aim on the part of any municipality end would be eegured by the eystom of

to be free from its otligatious, and it was | dcbentures which his scheme proposed.

very important thet the (Goverament should After refecring to the oases of Hops, Hamil-

recoguize the principle that a muuiocipality ton, and Goderich, be said that he believed

was morally bund to discharge its liabilitics. that the naw tables which had been revieed

It was of the most serious consequence to under the kind superintendence of thie hon.

this country that there should ba a member for Brant were more corract than the

high moral sense prevailing in the old oncs, but he wished the deeision and

community with regard to this matter. action of the House to be upon the rezola- |

it was a right scotiment that the couutry tions, !

»hot Id view with abhorrence the repadiation Mr. DEROCHE pointed out an ceror in

i f just debts by a person or a municipality. ey ; - vl ,
The posi'in of the Manicipal Loaa Iand ::nl"rnnl&:::(:h did aniojustice to the Coun
debt had had the eftoct of weakening the In answer to Mr, Meredith, Attornoy.
mor:1 fe lisg of respousibility in regard o General MOWAT said that the assossmnsat

the payment of municipal indebtedacse, bat { 1879 14 B Sukam a4 . |
he 1 oped thst tke discusrion that woald ‘;pplilat:;uuf thart ﬂl‘:t rn.{n basis for the

take p ace on the subject would have tho - . .
. . ; Mr, BAATER called the “attention of the
effec. f removing tho bad feecling that ex Veader of the Government to the case of

isted The Governnent scheme was fonndoed the Go ! :
on the priociple that municipalities were somo municipalitics which took stock in

e e O AR T TR

responsible for all the debts they had con.
trarted  and ha cansidered that she indebted
municipalities should bear in mind that they
were not only sible to the (.overa-
ment bot to the municipalities which had
pot boriowed from the Loan Fund, He then
went on to sgain explain the provieions of
the Gove:nment schcme, the first great re.
duction under which he said was the ac-
«e ptance of the priociple of ‘the statuto of
i85¢ a« permanently determining the amount
of labolicy, What the Government did was
to as:ume that what the Governments in
oflice for fourteen years had failed to do, it
was uscless for this Government; o
atterupt to do  Some hon, gentlémon
might object to this baais, but hou. gentlo:
men oppusite could vot do go, because it was
«heir own friends who, for fourteon years,
bad failed to make the collections provided
for by the Act of 1560, Oa some ground or
other every indebted municipality had been
relieved by the Governament sshome,
Notwishatanding the  rolief  allorded
by the Acs of 15859, the muai-
c:ipalitics bad been allowed to run iInte
srrear, aud gowe peid nothing. Sowe of
them wcre less able to pay than others, and
the preat uestion was to decide what was
their paying ability. A pgreat variety of
feceling existed among municipalities, as
among persons, on this subject, The Gov.
ersment bad adopted the statutory provision
oa the subject, As strong testimony as it
was possible to receive on any eubjoct had
be¢a given to show that two cents on the
dollar above school rates was, as a ru'e,
witbin the paying ability of municipalitics,
aod that they could not well pay more than
that. As to the valuation of property, he
said that it was impoesible for the Govern
ment to send valuators ints each municipaliry
to re value the property, [t had boon found
imprac'icable to have re-valuations by »
stranger 1f the municipalities wera uot sa
ti:fied with their own sworn assessment they
hid themselves to blame. The Government
cculd not attempt to remove all irregulari.
tics.  The railway policy bad made it neces
sary that some other provisions should be
made in the Government scheme than the

two 1ules be had already stated. In former

ycors the Legislature ai ed the Grand Truak
s d other railways to a very large extont,
and the Governmcut had theught the safest
syule now was to grant $2,000 a mile.
Furtber coneideration since the schemc
was first broaght down had 14 them

to make an exception in favour of |

the Welland Railway, which was a short
iine, and, in fact, a national undertakiagaand a
art of the Welland Canal, which had been
Fu It by the public money. The Govern.
e ot thought that eorae consideration oughs
+s0 be bad for those municipalities which
voted bonuses before the passage of the
Railway Aid Act. Of course these bonuses
would bave becn lces if the Act had baen in
force. How muchlessit was bhard to say,
bptthe Goveroment had come to the con-

-

railways which had fallen through,

),

Mr. WILLIAMS (Hamilton) explained the
age of the City of Hamilton, in connection

with the Hamilton and Port Dover Railway

Mr. WOOD (Victoria) began his remarks

i v alluding to the aid given hy the Govern-
ment of Canada to thetirand Truuk, Northern,

and Great Weatern Ratlways, In 1552 the
svrn of £2,21), 500 was advanced or guaran.

tced to the Gravd Trueok Railway,and it was
argued by the promotors of that road, by
leading men in Parliament aud out of it, and
by the mecple gererally, that in grantin

bhat sum we were only inourring a aomina

- ibility, and that railways would pay
the 1nte

rest on the coet of eonstraction.

Subsequently the sum of £900,000 was
granted, and in taking security in the Vio.
toria Bridge it was held that the I’rovince
was really more recure than before, In 1831
or 02 the Governwaent advanced tha Northern
Railway £475,000 sterling, or $2,311,668;
and thws mooey as well as  that given ¢ the
Girand Trunk had been loit to the oountry,

In Decembeor, 1564, tha Government azreed
to accept in payment of the debt of $4 141,.

029 on acocouut of the aid given to tha Great
Western Railway the sam of $3,207 545,

thereby writing off the sun of $1,143 954
This was in accordance with a recommaanda-
tion made by the Privy Council. Kurther

than that Sir Thomais Dakin, at the last
meeting of tho Groat Western gharoholders, |
laim+d that by this srrangement he had bosn

the means of raviug the Company a quarter of

a willion sterling. The Muniocipal Loan Fund
wae created in 1854, ard at tﬂ:t time great

‘atth was in Eha statements that rail. I
‘tays would pay the interest on ths oost of |

construction. Acling on this view a number
of munioipalitios borrowed frcm the Fuad to
vd railways The sum of $860,000 was
loaned to the town of Port Hope, and that

- of $300,000 to the united counties of Lnack

and Renfrew. It was still then the opinioa

~of the public erally that the new
' reads  designed go:} b  built wonld

'

ay the intercat on the 078t of construstion
or they had been told aot ouly by railway
contractors, but by leading men in and out
of Parliament, that interest wonld be realized
at 6 per cent. But their expectations were

- not realized, and the experience of any o
- municipality which had aided the ne w{-n 13:

I
|

was the experience of the whole Tho loans
guaranteed by those municipalities they
would not be called upon to pay, so it had

been held, but the result showed how icac. 1
curate thoee allegationy had been. But the

difference, 8o far as the Government and the
people of this country were concerned, was
that those sections of the comnty through

which the Northern Grand Trufuk and Great -

Western Railways passed were not called
upon to give any security for the monies ad-
vanced, as the whole Provinoe was respons.
ible, On the osher hand, the counties or

. towns through which the roads assisted by

, many cases

the Mnninimlwlmn Fund had ia
me security for the repay-




