SECOND PARLIAMENT—SECOND SESSION.
———— _ ’
Tavrspay, March 13, 1873.
The Speaker $ook the chair at 3 o’clock.
TAKING AFFIDAVITS.

On motion of Attorney-General MOWAT
the House went into Committee on the Bill
Commissioners for taking aflidavits
—Mr, Deroche in the chair. The Bill was
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with some verbal amenaments, and

mﬁw a third reading to-morrow.
THE ESTIMATES.

On motion of Hon. Mr, OROOKS the
House wens into Committee of Supply—DMr.
‘Wooed (Victoria) in the chair,

On the vote of $12,130 for the Executive
Council and Attorney-General's office,

Mr. RYKERT and Mr, MACDONALD
called attention to the increased expenses
of the office, the latter gentleman objecting
to the increased salaries seriatim. He
thought sufficient reasons should be given
for the increases in salaries. ‘

Mr., McCALL could not see how the
Astorney Gereral was worth more salary
than the Commissioner of Crown Lands.

on. Mr. CROOKS said that the former

A - .General, Mr, Macdonald, had
alwayr drawn $4,000.

Mr, MACDONALD sald he uaderstood

the $300 difference was paid to his Secretary.

Hon. Mr, CROOKS denied this, and ex-
plained all the details of the working of the
office,

Mr. LAUDER strongly objected to the
increased vote asked for, and said that there
was very little work and that of no great im-
portance in the Executive Council Office.

Attorney-General MOWAT said that
whatever salaries were n for the
conduot of the service s be paid
mpetent men must be had, and these could
not be retained unless tl:eé were paid fairly
for their labour. If one eflicient person was
employed at $§1,000 a year it would be tar
better than having tw.helnmputent persons
at half the amount.

placed at §2, could at the same time
his pn% ractice, but that was
imd impossible. E’hu chief clerk’s salary

had been increased by $5800, and he |

gave all his time to the office duties, working
wery often until midanight. He (Attorney.
was convinced that the public

pervice would be injured if the chief clerk
could not be re and he oould not be
unless he were pald an adequate salary, such
s was proposed. He was a gentleman of
extensive legal knowledge, his services
were invaluable. As for the Secretary to the
Executive Council, that gentleman had been
ised an increase of salary by the late

,and being a very talented short-hand

writer, and thoroughly efficient in his duties

it would not be right to give him less than

the salary proposed, $1,100. Indeed, unless
Mm&mgivm,thounimaof that
gentleman could pot in all probability be
rotained. Of the other increases of salaries
the same might be said—the necessity of
ba\ g the departmental work performed by
the very best men that could be had at fair
salaries.

Mr. MACDONALD spoke of the extra

amount of §400 to be paid to Mr. Scott for
work on the Ilnniolpnf’?mn Fund Biil,

Hon. Mr. CROOKS explained that it be.
came necessary to employ some ome to
work out the scheme of the Govern.
ment in reference to this Bill, He
found on coming into office ¢hat the exigt.
ipg law was far more understandable than
the Bill by the late Provincial Se-
cretary. ¢ found also that the Law (lerk

been paid for extra services in regard to

principle h:u tl?h get |
a8 few oflicials as possible, but to have them
first-class men. It was thought that
the chief clerk, whose salary was formerly

had

this Bill. He thought that Mr. Scott was
the best and most competent man he could
find to take hold of the matter—partly from
zeal and partly from a desire to help him
(Mr. Crooks) Mr. Scott had worked most

assiduously, and had rendered most valuable |

servi in preparing this Bill, which wag a
mﬂt:‘tmifoly outside of the business for
which he was employed. He would rather
pay the money out of his own pocket than
see this gentleman go without the remuner.
ation which his services in this matter were
worth.

Mr. RYKERT eaid it was & most extra-

ordinary fact that there should be such an
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“‘contingencies,” He had also made an
estimate of the increased amount to be paid
for salaries, but instead of $34,500, as stated
by tke hon. member for Lincoln, it was only
$14,925.

Mr. RYKERT alluded to the item headed
“furpishings” amongst those in connection
‘with the S er’s rooms, in the public ac.
counts of la:t year, and alleged that the
word meant really glassware in the shape of
champagne and wine glagses, plates, &c.

Hon. Mr. CROOKS called the hon. gen-
tleman to order. He was supposed to be
8 ing now of the Attorney-General’s

otice, and his statements were entirely
false.

Mr. RYKERT went on to speak of the
“furnishings” of the Speaker’s rooms, which
included chromos, glasses, plates, and such
items. He thought that perhape the ‘‘fur.
vishings” of the Attorney-General's office
were comprised of the same sort of articles, |
snd went on for forty-five minutes to speak
of the reckless extravagance of the
Goverpment in expending §245 in

these luxurious chromos which he and other
hon. members never saw,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said that when he be.
came Speaker the then Commissioner of Pab-
lic Works, ‘Mr. Carling, told him that he
(the Speaker) could gev whatever furnishings
‘were necessary, added to the Speaker's rooms
that they might be made compatible with the
dignity of rooms occupied by the first Com.
moner in the Province. They were
used by the Lieut.-Governor and other dis-
tinguished gentlemen occasionally, and it
was quite proper that the furniture and fur-
nishiogs should be had ; but the present
Government were not responsible for the
orders he had given ; he had ordered them
himeelf. He did give the order for the glass-
ware spoken of ; for whatever his own prin.
ciples might be, he dil think that in enter-
taining gentlemen they should be allowed
the exercise of their own will in

such matters as the taking of a
glass of wine. He also ordered the
otures, but some of them were dis-
ibuted in other portions of the building,
The larger portion of them, however, were
still in the Speaker’s rooms. His colleagues
had nothing to do with the orders given for
the glassware and E‘cturu. As for the itém

of id for a picture, he did not
know whether it been ordered or not;
but the picture was that of the first Parlia.
ment of Ontario,and it was in the room when
he became Speaker. It remained there for a
long time afterwards, and it would not have
been proper to have sent it back, and it
Was &mfura paid for., The picture was
well worth the money. Lord Dufferin
admired it very m and said that he
had seen nothing in land comparable
with it for the faithfulness of the likenesses
where 5o many were grouped . The
present Government, however, nothing
to do with these expenditures. If he

had thought it justitiable he might

bave ordered furniture and furnish-

ings to four times the amount, for since he

had become Compmissioner of Crown Lands

he had added $2,000 a day to the revenune of

the ~ountry. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. RICHARDS said he had never |

heard of the order to furnish the Speaker's
room,

Hon. Mr, SCOTT said the order hai been

iven Mr. Carling and endorsed b
acdonald. s

Hon. Mr, CROOKS called the attention of
the House back to the item of the Attorney-
General's office from which Mr. Rykert had
led it; and explained that during his term of
office nothing had been purchased in his
office but water jugs and tumblers. He said
that the expenses of the heads of Departmentes
In Quebec were $29,000 a year, whereas those
of Ontario were onl{ 16,000, a saving of
$13,000 per anoum. If he did not feel that
he was worth to the country more than the
miserable salary he was receiving he would
resign at onoe.




