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Excellency was pleased to give the following
AuswWer:—

To the Lein'ative Assembly of the Province

of Ontario

GENTLRMEN,—1 beg leave to thank you
for the extremeoly kind and flattering ad-
grese which you have been good enough to
present Lo me on behalf of the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Oatario.

The cordial welcome with which, as the
representative of Her Mowt (iracious Majesty
1 was rececved by all classes in every city,
town, and ham!let of Ontario, afforded me the
moet strikiog proo's of the loyalty and devo-
$ion of the people to the Crowa and person
of the Queen.

In Toronto, the capital of the Province, in
Hamiltop, in Luondon, as well as in the sur-
rounding agricultural districts, [ saw equally
nomistakable evideuce of the industry, en
ergy, and patriotisin with which the popula.
tion at large are duulupin& the natural
resources of the Province, while the uaiver-
®al presence of excellent schools and collegea
i every direction, exhibited their enlighton-
ed apppreciation of the benefits to be derived
from the sournd training and proper eduoca.
tion of the n-ing generation,

The abili*y, Jdignity and moderation which
geem to guide your Legislative Council, show
in & Dot less satisfactory manner how happily
politieal talent is associated with mercantile

enterprise aud agricaltural industry in your
Province.

The combinatin of such qualities cannet
Tail to render the poﬂplﬂ of Ontario one of
the most pros,crous communities on his
continent, and [ need not assare you thas [
ehall always take the deepest personal inter-

g8t 1o their wellare,

1

Government House, Ottawa, March6, 1873.

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

Hou. ! Mr, McCKELLAR moved that the
House resclve iweli into a Committee t o con-
sider the following resolution: —That carefal

“examination has been made during the past

year with respect tr the lands acquired by
the Province in the township of Kuobicoke
for the puipses of an agricultaral farm and
college, and that such examinations were
made as well by practi-al, as scieutitic per-

~#oms, competent to judge of the adapiabulity

and fituess of these lands for the purp

intended, and that such persons have in th

Yeports provounced against the adaptabilisy
or fituess of ruch leuds, and have recom:
meuvded that the said Agricaltural Farm an |
College be not estudlished on said lands.
That instead of the said lands, the farn of
Mr. F W Stoue, near the town of Guelph,
coptaining five hundred and fifty acres of
laad, can be acquired, and the said farm

s altogether surtable for the hercinbefo e

ty thovsaud

‘Qovernment.

menticned  purpose. That it is exped
ient to purchas« the said farm for an amoant
ot to exceed the sum of seven-
dollars. In making this
motion, the speuker said that it would be
roper for bhim to explain to the
ouse the reasons which moved the Govern-
went to bring the subject under the consd-
eration of Parliswmeat, and in duing so he
would refer to sume reports that had been
E:t ip motion that he himself, and he appre-
nded the Government also as a whole,
were actoated in romoving the site of the
Agricultoral College from the farm at Mimico
because the scicction was mads by the late
tie disclaimed any snch mo.
tive eutirely, and be would go farther, and,
eay that he Lelieved Mr Cariing, the late
Commissioner, wan actuated by the best

‘motives in making the selaction he did In
.making that selcction Mr Carling had three

-objects in view., His first desire was to get
the site of the College as near Toronto as
ible, in order that the Professors of the
uiversity m'ght be utdised in teachiog

' those iu attencance at the institution, and it

I
f

was theicfore ueceseary to keep the site
within teo nfles of this city. It was also that
gentleman’s deeire to have the site near a
railway station, and also to secure a site
contauing »1x hundred acres. Probably the
one sclected was the only one withia ten

miles of Toroato cortaining six handeod acres

and mtuste at a rallway station. When

the present (ioverament came into office, an
official commumestion, raportin% agaiost the

Mimico fsrma. was sent to them by the Rev,
Mr. Clarke, who had been appoiated by Me

, r' Carling to visit the United Suates and report

vpon the working of agricultural colleges in

that conutry ; and he (the speaker) thought

the very fact«f Mr. Clarke wri
subject us ghat, entitled it to very great coa-
sideration, He looked about for competent

“‘Iﬂ e | Jﬂdﬁl to report upon the site at Miuico in-
) Ssnded

ferthe advancement of the agricaltural
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. tl'y’ and he TIHIII lered
that the high«st and hegt authority for that
urpose wae the Agricultural Association—a
oard of gentlewen selected from different
parts of the Province and representing all
thades of political opinion. They visited the
Mimico farm and reported against its fitness
for the purpose intended, in the monta of
February a year sgo.  [n order to proceed in
the most caroful manner, he requested these
gevtlemen when they met in the summer to
make a gecond vi-it to Mimico, becanve
orops would bs
up avd tuey could see better than
in wioter the cup.bilities of the soil
They made a second visit accordingly, aad
they ocntrmed the report whicn they made

Sall the Government were |

not satisticd with that, and proceeded to ob.

tain the reports of eminent practical and sci.
eptific men. Professor Mills, of Michigan
College, was recommended to the Govern-
ment for that service, The college which hs

resided over was the most successful insti.

tion of the kind in the United States. He
thercfere thought he could not apply to any

4 more capuble man than Pfofessor Mills, who

‘was accordingly apgointed. [ie (the speaker)
might state rhat very strong objections had
been raised through the columos of tha press
to Mr. Miils, not becsuse he was not quali.
fied to discharge bis duties, but becaase he
wss & Yarkee Professor, He had no sym-
rathy with such views as these. He be.
1eved that when a man qualified to take a
position in anything was found he should be
appeinted ; and honourable gentlemen would

Temember that this was not the only Govern.

ment which bad selected a geatleman
from ancther country to do  mervice,
for the Goveroment at Ottawa ap-

pointed a professional gentlenan from the
States to inspect the canal ia the locality in
wbich the honourable Speaker of this House
revided, He made this statement to show
that the Government would take tha best
men that coul i be found, whether they were
on this side of the water or not Professor
Mills reported against the Mimico farm also

He made a chemical analyeia of the soil and
found that it was unsuitable for the purpose

1equired. The Government thought it was
veceseary to make a still further examina-
tion, and made a selection of five gentlemen,
four of whom were practical eminont azrical.
turists in the Provioce ; two of them heiny
from the East, and two from the West, and
with them were associated Professor Croft ;
but that gentleman deolined to act becansa
he bad, as ke explained. no knowledgs of the
capebilitics of soil unless it was brought to
him for ava'yzation. Tne gentlemen thas
appointed were Messrs. Ball, Danlop, Miller,
and Dryden, and they made an examination
of the farm  The Government selected two
of them, political opponents of thair own.

for they were careful that it might not be

ctarged agsirat them that the repict was
drawu up according to their own instruc:
tons However, these geutlemen unani.
mouely reported against the site at Mimieo
Every oue of thom were against it as a site
for sn sgricaltural institution Tha e¢osantry
would he ki ew, hear the Government out in
saying that they had done their bast to ge
the m st 1mmvar tial opinion that could be had
i regard to the watter, They could have no
object other than to bave the institution i

the very begt possible place. [t was not

matter of locality, and he was not asking the
gite for hir owr eounty.  Any gentleman who
wished well of his ornntry wou'd agree with
bhim that it should be located ir the mow
euitable p'ace.  The subject was of groat im-
partence to the country, for if the resulss oi

Lo operastione at the College should fall’ be
ow the average 10 would be a Very serious
tjury to the country. Ilepirtss would be
«nt abrozd Lo (rrest Hritain, the United
Stales, and every civibized pation—and the
results wonld be taken as the bess that conld
he cdope in this Provinee, It became the
House and the Government to set their judy-
went at work and locate the farm where it
would be of the greatust benefit, (Hear,
Liar) It had been said that the Govern:
ment were aotuated by political motives in
this matter, but he repudiated such an idea
I[f there was any coanty in the Pro.
vipce more mtit[yed to ®hat farm than
suy other it was the County of York, ro
presented by gentlemen in the House who
were supporters of the Governmeant  If the
political considerasions
there were nore more entitled to them thau
the two geutlemuen who sat opposite to him
Perhaps there wag no county in the Provinoe
where better sites could be had than in that
county, for take 1t as a whole there was no
better land than was there to be found, or
more intelligent people. Bat where was the
county iu waich would wot bo found inferior
sites? and it so happened that the site a:
Mimico was on aun inferior spot. Taere had
been plenty of farms offered to the Govera.
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