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cent. ot the denizens of prisons werethere di.
rectly or indirectly through the use of stron
dripk. He haped the introducer of the Bi
would tike & vote on its recond reading, and
then it conid be amended in Committee.

Mr. WOCD (Brant) said that the ITouse
and the country must De obliged to the hon.
wember for North Norfolk, and aleo the hon.
member for South Ontario, for bringing the
(uestion of temperance so prominently for-
ward. Notwithstanding, howevcr, the de-
ciaration roade by the introducer of the Bl
now under discussion, that the use of ardent
Spirits was on the imcrrase, and nobwith-
standing the great amonnt of information oa
the aubject that that gentleinan posscssed

gentleman,y he (the speaker) begzed most
submissively to demur from him altogether.
The temperance men and the temperance
orgamizaticns, and other persons anxious
for the well-bemg of the country, whether
they belonged to these organizakioas
ornot, had given expression to the hope
that the public sentiment of this country,
which was the sanction of all law, would be
brought to thut point that the vending of
liquor, except for medicical, manufacturing,
and wechanical pu would h> doae
away with. (Hear, hear,) The advocacy
of this sentinwent and principle had forced it-
self upen Ministers of the Gospel, and the
earnest desire for legislation probibiting the
gale of intoxicating liquor had brought ibsolf
home to every judge in the Jand aud ¢o avery
magistrate.  Grand jurors have had thair
attention directed to the evil eifects of the
lignor traflic from their examinaions of
gaols, and had brought in” reports comtinu:
ally showing the direful calamities
brought npon the mind and body of man by
the use of ardent liquors, QOuar Gael [uspec.
tor had submitted to us the fact that eut of
a aol population of six thousaad, five thou-
sand were inmates of the criminal inssitu.

- tious in conpequence of tho use of imboxicat.
' ing drinks, The Inspectors of Lunatic

Asylums in the United States and Geat
Britain rhowed that threc-li'ths of the
lunacy was directly traceable to the same
cauge. torevery fivo meu charged with
Erlvr ollciioes and high felony, four of thent

and the statements per copitr mads by that |

he patients in insanc asylums and 50 per

ad been brought to that iynominous confi- |

tion through the direl® infinence of intoxicat
ing drinks and ita surroundiogs, These facts

were attested to by Ministers of the (Gosp:l

and medical man—-attested to by the Judges

of the conntry who had tried criminals

“ue doek, and by grand jurors who had
insrobed Sar enols and exawmived into the
cauaes which brought porsons to those places;
attested to also by all who had powers o
cbeervation, because they forced themselve
upon the obecrvation of cvery one. Ho was
alading now only to the physical effect of

drink upen the population, for he should

leave it to the hon, member for South Oan. |

tario to dwell upon the moral aspect of the
case, If the mind was immortal in its na-
ture, if the impressions made upon it and
the training 1% recoivad were to remain
through all eternity,as wo were taught they
were, what was the elfect produced npon the
wind of man by the liquor trafii 2 The
chskev mague DBo  acstroyew, bus A

the jewel iteeif which it contained was aleo |

Cestroyed, the loss wou'd Lo very greas. He
would refer to another aspoct of the caso,
He had collected voluminous notes on the
subject, but when he spoke upon g9 import
ant & matter he forgot all about the notes
and v-as rusked along with it, for it Lal
srilicicnt momentum to Calry hl:niu‘u:]:;,

nd [‘ﬂl‘tﬂ:lnl'j' he needed no notos o cLrry |

him alons. Thy ghsolnte materivl 1.4 in
tLig eonutry, throngh the nse of into civuting
- . gy 2
arink, was greater than thronsh any othor
cause, Four fifths of the panperism g Lhe

«fTect ct thisevil. The figmres that he 114d
before bim were nstounding, Lo 1571 thoys |
was a total of 325 400 000 gallons of forcign

and bhome - mavufactured liquor consumed
'n the United States. That guaatity if pat
upon waggons, ten barrcls $o a waggon, and
<ach weggon with team occupying a space of
thirty fect, they would rcash fiom Biston

to San Francisco and back agair; or it would |

te enough to fill a canal fourteon foct wide,
‘cur feet deep, aud cne hundred milss Iong,
To estiinale tho amount of money invested
in liquor ballled our comnprehension ; bat tha
woney thus spent would go far enough in
two ycars to pay ofl the natioaal debt of the
(‘nited States  As 1v was speut now, it 1afg
no assets behind, excopt in the insane azy-
lums, in the work-Louses, in the gaols, and in
the lanes and the ~llcys, wheradeath and Jox.
truction, moral and phiysical, acked unoa the

whole atmoasphere, (Hear, hear.) He Qud |

not wender at t-uwipcranse men becoming mo.
pormsbiacs en the subjoct, for he b:lieved
that be himselt wnild become crazy should
his wind dwell upon the anestion. Sach
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was the force, however, of publicopinionthat
he thought thero was mcafy a representative
in this House who was not preparod to take
hold of the subject with a wigour that thoy
vever felt before; bat such were the circum-
stances that surrounded the question that
any Act of Parliament that might be passod, |
re ing the evils of the liqnor traflic must |
be enforced with thestrofy arm of power. Io
the Act which he 1iad had patsed through
the House therc were many valaable
provisions, but they had remaincd nearly a
dead letter upon the statute book, becadse
thoy were not properly enforcod, Tgﬂ {
‘)reasurer had introdaced a measare ams3nd- |
ing that License Act, but it would bs like |
putting a ragzed old patch upon an old %ﬁ
meast. (Laughter) In the Act introdu

hy the member for North Norfolk and in the |
one introduced by the member for Sounth
Outario wece the materials and provisions
which would make a Bill which, assed into
luw snd hacked up by a police force und;ar
the control of the CGovernmen$, would

- «ifectually meet the evil. He was in favoar

of putting such a law on the statote book
which the evils of the liguor traflic called
‘or, but such a law would mske such
radical changes that he eould scarcely expect
that at euch a stage of the session tha Hov.
ernment would bs prepared to coms dowa
with such a measure, and i should not beo |
Jone unless euccess loomed in the cistancs
to regeverate mankiad. (IIcar, hear) A
s*rouy expression of opinion on the gadject
was desirable, and the Goverameat mipgat
s¢t their hovre in order so that a Bill of the
kind aeked for could be introduced. Re-
carding the comatitntionality of suach a
sw, we had powir to deal with ques- |
tiops.  affecting the  preservation of |
the life and health of our people, and police
regulations were mado by us, and cortainly
therefore it came within the proavinee of this
| eglelatvre to paes a proaibitory law. It |
caie within the prwer of the Suates of the
American Unicn; snd 1% bhad been attestod
i the Supreme Cowrt tlicre. To the hoaoar
and glory of that Conrt it had declared that
not only upon technical grounds had the
“iates the right to pass prohibi‘ory laws,
tut it would be sorry to see any country |
which had »pot the. power to pro- |
ect 1td people from what was a

foul destroyer of its race. (Hear, h-ar)

He lioped that- we shomdd soon do

away with the eale of intoxicating ligaors

'rom one end of the Province to tha other,

cxcept for manufacturicg, medicieal, and

wechanical purposes, (Applanse ) Wishout

«oivg into statistics — without going into

arguments which rolled wp mountaing high,

he would cenclude his observations by ex.

pressing the hope that if we could not have

# prohibitory measuro this session we wounld

l:ave one next session, an that it would be

cnforeed in every coruer of the Provinoce, if

it weuld cost a million of dollars to do so

(Applause.) When it came to that poins,

the cxpense attending its first introduction
could be gradually withdrawn, for public

sentiment would be all that wounld be re-

«uired fot the proper car:ying out of the law.

{Loud cheer &)

Mr. LaUUER wanted to know haw Me.
Wood cenld speak as ho had just done, sce-
g Lhat bie had, in a rccent debate, declared
that it wae not possible to curc intomperance
by legislaticn. He @did not believe in sham |
rcsolntions.  If this were carried to a sccond |
reading the Government should take it up as
a matter of policy. It would do away wish
the Inebriate Asylom at once. The mecasures
of the Government, however, were so far
quite op to a prohibitive policy., Bas
it should not be left to a private member to !
carry out such legislation. He wonld vote
for the B.l, desiring to promote any measure |
tending to discourage an uulimitalf trailic in
l!quors. He believed, however, the Biil was
nof intended to De proceeded with ducing
tLis seseion,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL had on'y
been prevented from speaking sooner by the
haste with which the t wo previons speakers
had_risen to address the House, No dount
honourable members were aware of the difii.
culty cf dealing with a Bill of this descrip.
tion that a responsible Government must
feel. KEvery one knew the intense earnest.
ress of tho mover of the Bill on this ques.
tion. All would rejoice if it wera possible
to find some means of carrying ous the object |
of his measure. No one could dispute the
vacrmous moral and physioal evils produced !
by intemperance. Attention early in the
*¢su10n had veen called to the subject, owing
to-the pumerous petitions that” had beea
presented, A committee, too, had been ap- |
pointed, and he hoped its labours wounld be
useful. He (the Attorney-General) had con-
sidered whether it was competent for this
House to deal with the (uestion, and he had,
a!though most reluctanily, coms to the con-
slugion he was about Lo state. He was




