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tieman bad suggeste’ to him no scheme,
apparenily bad not thought out one, and
he (Attorney-General) had not felt at libert
to ask him for one After he had pre par
the acheme which he was now about to bring
down to the House he did think that it
would be a greal object to him to talk that
scheme over with the member for Soath
Brant. e had, however, at that time pre-
pared the resolutions which embodied it and
which he was now asking the House to con-
sider, anl the hon. gentleman was most ea.
couraging in his observatione with reference
to that scheme, If, however, he had failed
aud if his bon. colleaguy who joinad with
him bad failed iu preparing such a scheme as
would receive the approval of the House, the
hon. member for Soath Brant was to be
charged with no parl of the discredit of is
The House wonid renyember that no poassible
plan would be free fiom good objections, but
all that the House and country would re.
quire from the Covernment was s schane
which, on the whole, was satisfactory. It
might be thought that some places received
toco much and that some got too little
Lenefit ; the exact equity of . he results as
applied to the dillerent places might
not be seen. What be asked was that the
tlouse would lecok at the matter as a whole,
- with all its complications aud difticulties,
' and consider it in that view; and if on the
whole it was satisfactory, he confidentl
called for $heir support to his measure, whic
he was sure would roceive the approval of
the country. Sowe of the debts owed by the
ounicipalivies were cnormously largs; some
of thein, beyond all question, were beyona
the power of the municipalities to pay, al:
though if they had paid year after year, if
thcse municipalities had made that steggsls
which other municipalities made, he thought
the thing might hayc been dove. Underthe
Act of 1859 there was no obligation upon
any muuicipality which it could not falil;
' but pow some of tlem were less alile, with
- the interest new due, to pay up, and he had
- uo hesitation in saying that it was utterly
impossibie for some of them to pay. The
power to pay, no doubt, varied. It wounld
be extremely diffienlt to compare one
with another of theee various muni.ipalities,
and what had occurred to him was that in
dealing with this whole subjcct they
should endeavour to find some rules that
might be on the whole just aud equitahle
rulcs, and to apply those Urmly to every
care, 13 would be a moet unsatisiactor ¥
thing if smy Coverument were to naderéake
to examine the debt of each munizipality
separately, snd to examine the circamstancos
of cach - muuicigality, and %o cxamiae the
objects for which the debt was contracted,
and then to decide with regard to each separ-
ately whether the whole debt or how much
of 1t zhould be enforced, An atternpt of
that sort could not possibly give satiafaction,
because different personsview the same thing
from different standpoints, aad come to dit.
ferent conclusions.  But cverybody enuld
' understand a good, wound rull; aud every.
- one could understand that, while there were
advantages in rules, we must put up with
their occasionally not wer king as they might
be desired to work; that they mast ba firauly
carried out; and that if we are to allow any
exceptions to them these excoptions should
be founded on principles as sound a3 the
rulcs, and which can be defeaded a8 well as
the 1ules can be. He had endeavonred t)
lind such rules, and if therc were any excep

| tious they were such exceplions. The prin
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he bad mno hesitation o sayin,
that practically we could mot anlumq
He asked the House to abandon any claim it
had on any sums that is ascertained b maans
of that computation, He was satisfied they
could not get more out ¢f those mu nicipali.
ties which that rule would provide for, He
did not mean to say that they could get even
all that. He asked something further on
the same grouads. The Act,.as he read it,
provided that tho revenues that might bs
produced by the investments made by the
municipalisies of the sums that they had
borrowed should be paid over to the Re.
ceiver-General, in addition to the five cents
on the dollar. This reading bad been dis.
puted, and ng Goverament had found itself
' 3 position to enforce the law. He thought
there was no use attempting to enforce it,
He thought that now, when they wantad a
new settlement, they ought to forego
hat claim, if there was aaything
n it, which they had not = been
able to enforce during the long period
of fourkeen years, He asked the Housa to
abandon whatever right they had in that ia-
terest. They would be giving up nothing by
so doing—would be surrendering nothing
which they had emjoyed—would be giving
up only sometbing that was on the Statute
Book, but which was nothing useful —which
was in fact a dead letter, although it was far
from being a dead letter in so far as it pre.
vented the advancement of the municipaltties,
In dealing with this whole matter it was
necessary to remember that our populations
are constantly changivg, that those who are
now in an indebted municipality were per-
baps fourteen years ago in another munioci-
pality, We have persons coming to the
vountry who had nothing to do with the con.
tracting of its debts. Children ia ’56 or '59
are now men, who by their own exertions
have accumulated property. Tle Govern.
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went would lose nothing by throwing

off the amounts of which he had 8paken

tie boped that no municipality which would

receive this benefit would be dissatisfied with
it. In some of the memorials tha$ had been
received,'however, municipalities which were
to receive allowances under this scheme had
also aeked to receive a share of tho aurplus
with the rest of the popalation of the Pro.
vince; but he thought tRa tHouse wonld agree

with him that when thely received the mea.

anre of relief granted to them under this
scheme, they might be satisfied. Hs would

mention to the House some of the firures to

which it was proposed to reduce the debts by |

the 5 cent allowance. From Lanark
and Renfrew the amount of pria-
ciple and interest due on the Ist
of  January, 1873, was 370,368 98
The amount of the reduction to the town of
Peterboro’ was 925,407 27. But the biggest
fignre of all was the town of Porg Hope,
where the reduction would be 1,433 084 27
for the township of Op> the re-

duction  wonld be  $90,757 64; for |

the town of Goderich, 245,770 21; for
the township of wlizabethtowa, 8150,.
202 20;  for the towa of Chatham,
446,211 93, and for the town of Brantford
$540,836 37. ‘Lhese were pretty large figures,
be admitred.  He thought thoy were quite
large enough for them to forego, but at the
fame time he thought with regard to some
of the municipalities that they might as well
foregn them.  He thought the House wonld
agrec with him that the best thiag they
could do was to lay down a rule and ssick to
i, It was an essential part of any schame
that was going to work effectually that they
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must be more liberal to some muaicipalitiag
than lo others, and they must ba carefal that
they did not put the figures of any maaici-
pality higher than it could pay. If they at-
tempted to do otherwise the result would be
that they should get less than if their de.
mands were moderate. E?urybndy kaew
that the reasom some of the muaicipalities
kad paid nothing was that what they
could pay was 8o short of what
they ought to pay, The town o
Port Hope was a strong illustration of this
fnregard to all the cases he had raad, it
would be seen that no more had ever been
received trom them than he proposed to take
from them. That was & moss important
thing for the House to recollect. Every
Inunicipality had been paying eums which
did not exceed what they expeoted to re-
ceive from them for the future. There was

ciples which he would ask the House to
| adopt were few in number, and he thouht
they would commend themsclyes to the good
scnse of the House, He asked first, with
regard to all debts which five cents on the
duilar in 1859 was not sufficisnt to pay tho
interest vpon, to adopt the principls that
‘=" ota should be regarded as practically
-ed to such an amount as in 1839 won!y
.ave been the anuuz! payment provided b y
bat Act in reference to tlie asscssment of
1855,  Practically the assessmont of 1833
has been the guide, so far as we have
had any guide, from that time to this. Io
but oce or two municipalities who wouald be
uflected by that principle in 1859 has there
heen any mcresse on the assessment of 1858,
Fither the proprety has not increased in ,
value or the Asscssors bave mot found 80

In some cases the assessmont was consider- no use, after the experience of 13 or 14

ably less, There was no machisery whic * years ago, going beyond the rule of five
could be made useful for making an asse cents on the dollar. {}nrﬂrnmauta ol differ.

ment to the actual valae., iti : »nd a to
< 'Wtha last fourt yoars had ent political complexions had endeavoure

collect the moncy owing by these munici.
b‘:::l e e the will or the power Aad palities, with the {muu raganlt in every cass,

wanting in every Government that hss and he though’ that any reasonable man |
"“! "‘h power to collect the tive cents on the would eay that what no previons Govern. |

on the assessment of 1858, What he ment had been able to do it was useless for
asked the House was, what was the use of this one to attempt to accomplish by hostile

our burdening these people with the debts e -
nominally ahg.{imt them, and which stind litigation, How could the monoy be co

in the way of their ri and
Xbich we do not unfnrg.u p:hdty' which
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