LEGISLATURE OF DNTARID |

SE0UND PARLAMENT—SECOND SESSION.

Tavespay, 6th March, 1873.
TLe Speaker took the chair at 3 o’'clock.

PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTEE'S RE-

PORT.

Mr. MERRICK and Mr, RYKERT argued |

that the concurrence in yesterday’s report of
the Private Bills Committee should be

brought up to.day for the opinion of the |

House,

Hon, Mr. SCOTT said that the proper
course was for the honourable gentlemen, if
they wished to amend the report of the Com-

mittee, to place a motion on notice to that |-

¢ flcot.

The SPEAKER ruled that it was in order
for any honourable geatleman to move the
sdoption of the repors, |

Hon, Mr. PARDEE moved that the 22ad
report of the Comunittee on Private Bills be
now adopted

Mr. MERRICK then moved in amend.
ment that the report be not now received,
but sent back to the Committee with instruo-
Sions to report to the House, the reasons
which moved themn to state that the preamble
of raid Bi 1ad not been proven. He said
that it wa- not necessary for him to make
apy further remarks at present; but he would

Just state shat the Bill in question, having |

for its object the incorporation of the Loyal

Orange A sociation of Eastern Oantario, was

tkrown out by the Committee by a ma jority

of two, while another Bill for the 10COrpOrae

tonof the Association of Western Ontario

was subsequently reported, and he did not

see why Bills having a similar object in view |
were differently treated.

Mr. MACDONALD said his feeling in the |
matter was in the direction of saying nothing
at the preseus time as to the details ormerits
of tke two Bills.  He had had the honour of
in*rcducing the two Bills, the objects and de.

tails of which were identical —the onl y difler.
ence being that one was for the eastern and
the other for the western portion of Ontario
He could not see why the two Bills should
be treated differently. He therefore moved
in amendment to the amendmeat that all the
words after ‘‘the” in the amendment be
sfruck out, aud the following inserted : -
That the said report be not mow recelved,
but that said Bill, an Act to Incorporate the
Loyal Orange Association of Eastera Ontario
be referred back to the Committee wicn in’
ttructions to consider the preamble thereof |
as proven, and to proceed to the consider
ation of the several clauses of the saij Bul
cn their merita.

Mr. FRASER repeated that he re etted
very much that he m to take pl.rtgil; this
discussion He was sorry that a question of
this sort should have beem brought into the
House, He contended that in view of the
people of this Province being of different
creeds, and of the Orange institution being a
political organization, this measure should
not recaiv_a the sanction of Parliament. That
the organization was a political one he would

ﬁo“ irom its constitution, a copy of which
bad seen before the Private Bills Com.

mittee, and a copy of which he had procared.
He wanted hon, gentlemen to disabuse their
minds of the idea that he was bigoted in this
matter.

Mr. MACDONALD said that the hon.
gentleman was one of the most bigoted men

in the Provicce, as he had shown by his ao-

tion yesterday and to-day before the Private

Billa Committee. T —

Mr. FRASER denied that he had, either
by word or mabpner, daring the discussion
of this question before the Private Bills
Committee, manifested a spirit of bigotry.
He (the speaker) went on to read from the
dooument in h's hand and said, that extracts
from it went to show that there was a great
deal of intolerance in the Society. By the
book the Roman Catholics were not alluded
to as if they were loyal subjects, and that

the loyalty of the Province was concentrated

to Orangeism. He read also to show that
the nrgfnization was established to put down
rebellion and protect the lives and liberties
of ‘““loyal” men, and in that respect 1t was
shown to be a political imstitution. A
lainer declaration of a political sesret organ-
ization could not be shown., It was not &
local ipstitution but a general one, and it
wasthis very Society which came to the House
and asked for corporate powers in the lsnd
He was firee to admit that there were many
n.en in the Orange body who were of liberal
wind, and he had wondered often that such
men could be so after taking the Orange
oath; but he maintained that the great mass
of those who joined the body were not actu.
atcd by those liberal principles, and they
could not be go actuated after having that
oath administered to them. He then read
the Oravge cath, commenting upon it para.
giaph by parsgraph, maintaining that the
creed of the body showed more charity to
pagans and infidels than it did to Catholics ;
that it was intended to place a ban upon
Catholics; and was an attempt against the
civil and religious liberty of the people of the
country. From the rules for expulsion from
the Order, he gathered that it was considered
by Oiangemen more ginful to marry a Cath.
oic woman than to live i aduliery.
He had proved from the living preszent, with-
out goivg baick to the past, the strong rea.
rous he bad apainst the incorporation of the
Orange Society. Would it be wise for a
Y ouee representing Catholics as well as Pro-
testants to give lcgal rights to such an insti.
tution? The Catholics compozed ons fourth,
it wight be said, of the pepulation, and did
honourable gentlemen who represented them
a3 much as any other class think it
would be doing them justice to give an in.
ttitution, political and secret, such powers as
were asked for it? If he came to the Legis
lature with a B‘irom a Catholic Bociety
with such objects in view as Le had shown
the Orange association to have- -3pita against
Lhose diflering from them in religious faith —
would not the measure bo strongly opposed ?
H» would deem himself base if he did not
oppose any Bills which had for their purpose
the perpetuation of religions strife.
the Urange bedy had demanded
Incorporation in this very chamber,
then &tn very properly refused. T on
for refusing an Act of Incorporation was even
greater now than it was then, because now
an Orangeman had to swear that he is not

married to a Ustholio woman, which had nos

|

then been the case. In England the whole |
order bad becen Dblotted out, although |

afterwarde it was revived. He then
read from the reply of Lord Palmerston in
1857 to an Orauge delegation, in which he
stated that the association did not belong to
the present age, and that the future should
be locked to aud rot the past; that, in fact,
1t would be better to dissolve the body en-
tirely; that it would be wise in-the spirit of
conciliation to Ireland to sever the bond ot
connection which now kept Orangemen

banded together. He (Mr. Fraser) asked |

hon. gentlemen if these statements did
vot apply with equal force to the genius of
cur country and vhe spirit of our times. Why
thould he, a npative-born Canadian, be
irought to the understanding that an assooi-
ation could be incorporated in his native
country which had for its only object the
Keeplng cown——the ostracizing -of himself

and oo religiomsis, 1If it was right for a man |

to swear that he would not marry a Catholic,
the logical result of the Aot of Incorporation
would be that it would be unlawful for a man
todoso. It would be a sad day for the
counnbry if, instead of us all living in peace
sud  amity, all would be disturb-
e«d by ivcorporating a society which
should mot exist.  On behalf of himself
and co-religionists he protested agiinst any
Act of Incorporation being nted to an
organization which had no rightful claim to
the powers it ought to obtain. Thore were
hot-heads on Loth sides, and what would
hon, gentlemen thiak if Catholic hot-heads
called npon the House for the incorporation
of a smmilar Catholic organization adhering
to a corresponding oath't  He disclaimed any
bigotry or illiberality in his own character.
This was the first time he had ever been
called upoun to say a word or make a speech of
this kind; but he thought that he would be
utterly muworthy of consideration--that he
would be almost beneath contempt—if, know-
ing what he had within the last forty-eight

|

——“




