been conducted in the 108, and 1
that neither of the candidates had | _ =

Mr. Monteith—To
Be Act ibcorporating the Stratford and

uron Railway Com and
~ newing and mmdinm,: “.,m . wcinad

'ﬁmT:" following Bills were read s second

Mr. McManus—To incorporate the town

?ﬁu‘z.TWm“ and %o define the limits

Mr. Code—To amend the charter of the

E;::l;; +0d Tay Riyer Macadamized Road

Mr. Meridith —Toamend an Act intituled |

;AdllBl:nct to ]‘?n‘wl raéte the London, Haron,
And bruce Railway Com " and an Aot
intituled. ‘“ An Act mpmi’q the Lond v,
Hurcn, and Bruce Railway Company, and
to extend the powers conferred upon the
sai( Company, and for other purposes.”

ELECTION TRIAL LAW.

Atturnor_ﬂenaral MOWAT moved the
second reading of the Bill to amend the laws
reapecting the elcction of members of the
Legislative Assembly, and respec the
trials of such elections. He said the legis-
Iation we had had on this subjeot had been
very valuable, as had been shown during the
last geversl election, as compared wth that
for the House of Cainmons in the matter of
expense, and the prevention of corruption of
all kivds. The objeot of this Bill was to
perfect that legislation. There was no doubt
that, notwithstanding the improvements ef-
fected in the law, there was more money ex-
pended at some of the Ontario elections than
was at all desirable. Mest of the improve-
merts which he proposed to incorporate in
the Bill have been suggested to him by his

spent a single cent. If these gentlemen

bad beén examined before goinyg to trial an § ;
immense expense would have been saved |

The trial lasted for a fortnight, and darin

all that time the Court House was fill

with witnesses, and in the end, to save ex- |

nee, the es came to a compromise.

e explained the advantage which arose in
the Court of Chancery by the use of this
system of oral examinations before trial.

Another amendment to tho old Bill proposed
to dc away with the expense attendant on
the prescnt system of scratiny of votes. The
witncsses summoned from all parts of the
Riding in many cases numbered over two
hundred, and the expense and inconvenience
entailed was, of course, very great. It had
oocurred to him, and the suggestion had been
approved of by the legal gentlemen present
at theeo trials to whom he had spoken, that 1t
would answer all practical purposesand groatly
reducethe expenseif thescrutiny foreach town.
ship or municipality should take place in the
munic‘iﬁnﬁtv itsell, 8o as to avoid the necessity
of all the witnesses going down to the couniy
town, No one could fail to see that the
saving from witness fees would be very

great indeed, and he did not think any hon.

gentleman could suggest a more effest: ve and
lees cxpensive mode of obtaining an eectual
scrutiny than the one he proposed. The
Bill provided that the judge should ba a%
iberty to go himself if he pleazed to the
different townships, or to send a competent
barrister to perform that duty for him, a
[F)wer of revision remaining with the judge.

he barrister would have power to decids
upon the validity of the votes a= he went
aloug,or to etate at the time that he reserved
judgment for the opinion of the judge, These
wero the principal amendments, but there
wero o few minor ones which he proposed to
make in the statule of '71 as to what consti-
tuted ‘'corrupt practices.” By that statute it

judicial expericvce in the matter of olections,
snd had been
to the late Attorney-General, in pur-
susnce of a beneficial practice which
prevailed among julges of calling the astea-
tion of the Government of the day to de
fects in the law which their Jjudicial experi-
ence peinted out to them, The principal
smendment which he proposed was the 1a-
troduction of the audit system which pre-
vailed in England, some provisions in respect
to the trial of elections, and some with refor.
ence to the scrutiny of votes at trials. To
the first of these he attached a great deal of
importanco. Its provisions were taken sub.
rtantial'y from the law as it has existed for

- some ~ears in Ingland The substance of

be proposed amondment was that all elac.
t:on expenses should be paid by the candi-
¢ate through an agent, whose namo shoald
be ecommunicated to the proper officer, aud
published o that every®one should know who
was the agent. Through him the money of
the cardidate was to be dispensed; and ¢
was further required that all the money
should be paid through this ageat or
agents ; that the candidate should
dispe.se nothing but his own personal ex
penees; that :{l accounts rhould be gent
within one month to the agent and a detailed
account should be eent within a short period
aft.rwards by the agent to the retaruning
flicer, Tho accounts were to be open to in
spection and an abstract of them published
The object of this was to prevent any secret
‘pendiog of money at elections, in order that

suggested by him |

wae enacted that a candidate guilty of cor-

rupt practices was to be debarred from eleo-

tion or bolding office wunder tho

| Crown for eight years, bat that Act

did not di-crimirate between corrapt
practices of great moral turpitude and those
of lesser importance, such for instance, as
wearing a ribbun  as a badge. He proposed
to enact that corrupt practices in t-ﬁiu sensoe
should copsist of ‘‘bribery, treating, and
undue influence, or any of such offences as
are defined by this or any Act of this l.egis.
lature,or recognized by the common law of the
Pariiament of England.” The Bill also pro-
post«d that an affidavit should be taken by
the assessor that he had not valued any pro-
perty too low for the sake of depriving its
owper from having a vote; also, that per.
eons under the preeent law rendered incom.
petent to vote shall be incompetent to act as
clection agents, There were several other
srovisions of minor importance in his Bill

. which ho need not refer to specially. He

would bo greatly surprised if the House did
vot agree with him that there would be con-
siderable improvements on the old election
law.

Mr RICHARDS gaid he had listened to
the explanations of the hon. Atty..General

with regard to the Bill with attention, and |
he thought some changes could be made |

with benefit. He wishecd to point out that
the expensea of an enquiry were greatly in-
cressed becanse the voters' list was not
sonridered fina), and ho thought it would be

capdidates might know that no mouey might advisable to make tho voters’ list final, |

be spent which would not be made knowa ‘ that all the
afterwards. Money had be - . ont in direct L,ﬂfmg.f ﬂlﬁf (:fuaﬁ;. w::tﬂ witht him oa
acts of corruptic’ . but more hal been speat that side of the House would be disposed to
in mduﬁcet acts ol corruption—had been paid give the Atly..General every assistance in
over under prete. s of some quite legal pro wheir power for the purpose of making a

ceeding while the object was corrupt, The Mot : :
- ect PElection Bill ti to t
knowledge of the fact that the law renired wm!:mw al::ﬂn::lptiun ﬂﬂ a?:ntinnu. pva::.

the publieby of all money spent would have : : 11 had ived 't
the effecto preventing theexpenditure. With E:d;dn::;:t :Lunl;];d:,l::t?nil f:nmrec:;: A;;yf

respect to the trial of slections, the principal '
rye : . (Jeneral as one would suppose, af¢er the ex-
provision whica this Bill contained was one l::;snm be had had as jnl:igu i;l dil&'plltud el.n.

which provided that the candidates should : o Gatas
bo lisblo to oral examination bofore the trial | the Bl The firt provision proib.3
s NS Sipais Tapesnes by W the furnishing or providing of refreshmioncs

and he wss sure that every onme who had :
. or drinks except at the houss of the caudt-
been engeged in election contests would see date. Now, in clties, what was to preven!

the great value of this amendment, Th e
obiect was to ascertain what the facts wur: . the furnisbing of refreshmenta at private

“Sobwt's” | ht ther . should o no ex.
go far sz an e¢xamination woald enable them houres ! He thougl *
to be shown, before the expense of ltm.lﬂ ception of that kind whatover, .or that

——— R . .

' i . of supplying refreshmenis 1ld be
was gone to. This would in maay cases pre- method of sup _ he 7 g

. vent the expense of a trial. He then ‘l“"&d. t‘]!lltl‘ a8 nh];ut:n;ubl:‘ as 1if ﬂ:ﬁr wo : ;;r:o
as sn example of the benefits which would vided al an hote ‘;r o “E“ e Bh A

arise from this provision, the South Gren- the provisions relating to Lo o,
ville election triS. at which trial both parties ;Lmu h,;,h; as much m;a;:h:ﬁl znl:ﬂd done by a
. 0 aesessmeat fo vt e ol giviog
were under the belief that a large amouat of b n% wvete, - Sbumes Suewi ol st

mouney had becn spent by the opposite party.
The trial proved that,on the contrary, Ft‘w{:
| one of the cheapest elections which had ever

ceesuent should not be made ¢ . low, bus
it did pot provide that an assessment should
he made too high. In reference to the ques
tion of expeuses, his view was that no candi-
date thould employ an agent. He was of
opinion that the candidate only should spend
money, so that Le could be compslled
10 ewear to the expenditure. Money after




