el -

AGISLATUREOF ONTARIO

ECOND PARLIAMENT—SECOND SESSION.

Tuinsvay, Feb, 27,
The SPEA KL ER took the chair 1t 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS PRESENTED.

The following petitions were then pre-
mted: -

By Mr. McRae, of Archibald Carmich o'

al, of Eldou; of Robers Armstrong ef al, of
{irkfield; and of David Galloway e al, of
Ay ton, uunll}r praying for certain ame 11
aeuts to the B

vipiseing Railway Company.
THE INDIAY LANDS,
Mr, PRINCE moved that the Hoase do

csolve itse)f into a Committes to con-ide-
ke following resolution:—*‘ That it is de-
irable that the mauagement of the Indian
ands in Ontario be transferred to the o
vernments of this Province, and that such
steps shall be taken as would induoce that
result.” In making the motion, the speaker
said that he wounld first of all read a petition
whioch he bad recoived on the subject from
the County of Esscx, which set forth that
the Indian reserve lands there were covered
with valaable timber, which was being rack.
leesly destroyed—that the roads were nn.
cared for, and some of them impassable
There were other petitions that he had ro.
ceived on the matter, all asking Shat the
Geovernment should take such stops as wonld
lead to their having control over the lands,
not with a view to their sale ouly aad the
money being kept in trust for the Indians. bus
that the timber should be preserved and the
roads kept open; also, the lands should pay
taxes in aid of the revenue of the country.
for these and other rcasons he asked the
House to agrce to the resolution,

Mr. CROUKS said tho subject which his '

bonourable friend from Essex had drawn the

attention of the House to was a very impor-

tant one. He proceeded to describe the re.
lation in which the Government stood to She

Indiavs, and pointed out that the Crown at

present had the management of these laads,
e thoucht thet setilement and civilization
woald be sided by a reform in the maaage-
ment of the Indian lands. He could not see
why the Crown could not be prevailed upon

to sive to the Province the control of the
ludian lands in this portion of the country.

For he was sure such a course would resalt
favourably to the advancement of civiliza.
tion.

Mr SINCLAIDR #aid he knew the Indians |

were willing to sell their richt in the lands

still held by them for tweniy five cents an

acre. He could not sco that the Dominion
Governwent would have any objestion to
mske a transfer of the mnagement of the
Outario Goverumoent.  He thooaght a portion
. of the surplus would be well used in axquir-
ing those lands, which could be sold on easy
terms to intending settiers. They could be
sold for more than they were bhought for.
A expenditure of $10.000 or $50,000 would
be suilicient. The correspondcnve brought
down showed that the Department at Ottawa
was willing to entertain a proposition from
this Government It would be in the in-
terest of the Province as a whole that these
lands skould be purchased. The Indiaa De-
partment was not so anxious to scttle these
lands as this Province would be. Thereturn
was vot as full as he had expeocted. Some
of the information asked for was not given
by the Ottawa department. The Iaodians
had not been as well able to advance them-
selves as might have been desired. He
thought the guardisnship  exercised
over them as minors was keeping thom
down, If they were obligad to work tor
their living they would probably get aloag
' in the world bettor than thoy now did aand
. more in the mauner in which it was desirable
fllt all Christians shouud advance them-
: "H.

Mr. SCOTT (Grey) said that last Bnr he
attended a deputation to the Indian Depart.
ment at Ottawa, and the result of it was that
a person was sont to re value the lands on
the Indian Peninsula and put them at as low

a ligure as ible. He had not seen the |

report yet, but he thought at the time that
there was a disposition on the part of the
- Dominion authorities to obtaln control over
the Indian Jands. He trusted that in the

surplus distribution the claims of the Indisn

Pevinsula and townships to a share of the
. money would not be overlooked. He paid a
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now before the House t.
mend the Act incorporating the Toronto aad

s for the care with which he managed
the Indian lands, and trusted that the reso-
lution of the hon. member for lissex wounld
meet with the approval of the House,

The resolution was then carried,
THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were read a third time
end passed:—

Mr. Bethune —Bill to amend the UpperCa-
da Jurors Act so as to provide for the pay-
ment of Special Jurors.

Mr. Fraser—DBill to provide for the Re.
covery of Costs in urdefended actions of
Ejectsent.

Mr. Fraser—Bill to compel by sabprna
the attendance of Witness:e before Arbitra-
turs

Mr. McDenald-Bill to amend the Aot
passed in the thirty-first year of the reign of
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, and chaptered
thirty one, in roference to Joint Stock Road
Companies.

Mr, Bethune—Bill for the protection of
persons improving land under Mistake of
Title, il

Mr. Wells—Bill to remove oertain doubts
as to the powers of the propristors of the To-
romto Street Railway. and to 1acorporate
them and others under the name of *‘The
Toronto Strect Railway Company,” and for
other purposes.

Mr. Robinson—Bill to increase the Capital
Stock ot the City of Kingston Water- Works
Cowpany, aud to amend the Act of incorpo.
ration of the said Company.

Mr. Tooloy—Bill to enablse the London
Freehold and Leasebold Land Benefit Bui'd.
ing Society, and the London Union Savings.
Loan and Permanent Investment S wciety, to
amslgamate with the Agriculvaral Invest.
ment Society and Savings Bank.

Mr. Wood (Brant)—-Bill further to ainend
the Act Iocorporating the Norlolk Railway
Company.

Mr. Clarke (Norfolk)—Rill to anthorize
the Law Socicty of Ontario to admit Charles
Jobu Fuller as a Barnister-at-law,

Mr, Farowell—Bill to provide for the por-
warent establishment of certain side lines in
the Townships of Whithy and East Whithy.

Mr. Cameron -~ Bill to in:orporate
the Toronto Gravel Road and Concrete
Company,

SCHOOL LANDS,

In rcsuming the debate on the rosolation
concerning the School Lands of she Province,

Mr. LAUDER said that he trasted ths
Commissioner, ii bhe could not adopt the
valuations made, would, at least, adopt a
scale by which eome approach to the proper
valuations might be made. However, after
what the Commissioner had sta‘ed yester
day, be woeuld let the matter stand at
present, but he hoped that bofore the House
met again these matters in roferenco to the
school lands would be all settled. He
thought some of the valuators in the North.
west werc not competent men, |

Mr. FERGUSON said that the valuations
in his part of the country were altogether
too high, and that the valuators worse unalit
for their dntics, He did mnot, however,
blame the Government for these appoint
ments, but those honourable gentlcinen who
had rcommonded them,

Mr. MCMANUS took issne with the pr=.
vious ppeaker that the wvalaators in Card
well were 1ncompetent. On the contrary,
thovgh the valuations might be a little high,
they were uniforn, aud, 1a the main, cor-
rect,

Mr. FERGUSON explainad that he meaut
no disrespect to Mr, Hampton in saying what
he bad n regard to his valustions, but a®
the same time he did not think hs properly
understond the duties of the office to which

he had been appoiated,

Mr. McMANUS said that if Me Hampto

" had supported the member for Soath Simoo
~in his election he would have been all right

(Hear, hear) Mr. Hampton had opposec
bim (the speaker), bugt still he liked justio
to be done,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said Mr. Hampton had
been highly recommended to hum as well
suited to the duties to be assigned him.
He bad been associated with Major Shaw, a

gentleman in whom he had the most ualim-
1ed conlidence, and who had discharged his

duties with an integrity which he fally ap
previated. Hon, gentlemen should not claim
that the valuations were too high and at the
same time say that the action of the Gov-

' ernment was reckless and extravagant
. For the last five years a wail had beea going

up from this House that the settlers ware
_being ground down, and that the policy of

T T B

“compliment to the Commissioner of Crown




