officeis to hold office during pleasure.” Now| l
Queen’s Counsel were Provincial officers,

NOTICES OF MOTIONS,

and if the Government had the righ% to ap-.
point any Provincial officers it cortamnly had
a right to avpoint oflicers to do fthat
part of the Qucen’s busivess which
belonged to wus, Sings this question
had been before the House on a
former occasion it bad been ascertai:.d that
Quesn's Counvcel wore appotated in .nzland
upder the Great Sesi and notunder the Privy
Seal. In this case the Qneen's Covasel hwd

| been appointed unlir  the seal of the
Province. .

Mr. CAMELON paid if the argument of

| the Attorney General went ‘oc anyJhing it

showed that there was no nccessity for this
legislation at »ll. If the power already
rested with sthe Lieut.-Governor, there was
no necessizy for tlis measure. He argued
that Queen's Counsel were not essentiul in
the conduct of the business bufore our Courts,
ard thercfore the inference drawa by the
Attorney-General that the local governmensts
muet necessarily have the power to appoint

Hon, Mr., Crooks—On Friday next—Bill
respecting Tavern and Shop Liccnses,

Mr. Rykert—On Friday next—Address
for a return.

1. Of all correspondence with the Do.
minion Government in reference to the chain

allowance and ordnance land along the
Niagara river.
2 Copies of all papers and documents in

the Crown Lands Department in reference o
said lands.

3 col{iﬂ of all Orders in Council respect-
ing fy easc or leases of any part of said
an

4. Copies of all leases of any part of said
land at or near Niagara Falls.

!

|

them was not correct He contended thart
the section of the Confederation Act referred
to by the Attorpey-Feveral applied only to
heads of departments, and mnot o
prevogative officera Jike Qusen’s Counsel
He considered the Bill offered a direct alfron®

to the Governor General.

Hon Mr.CROOK S argued that the Queon’s

" antbority eculd be exercised in Ontario by

the Legislature or the Executive in all m

tera which came within the scope of its juris

diction undcer the British North America Act,
and, therefore, having control of the courts
of justice, Ontario had by analogy vower to
appoint apy officers in connection with those
courts in the name of the Qaeen

He msid that Ln the 7imes of Febraary 5
there the appointments of severa!
Ouetnm under:'p:hu Great Seal, show

ing that they were constitutional appoint.
ments.

Mr E. B WOOD said that he though®

arguments cculd be used on bhoth sides of
this question, and suggested that i% wouald
have been well on so importaat a constitu.
tional point to have brought tho matter be-
fore the courts for a decision.

Mr, Cameron’s amendment was then put

and lost, the Bill was reported, and the
report councurred in,

PRECEDENCE AT THE BAR.

Attorney-General MOWAT moved tha
tho House go into Committee on his Bil

reepecting precedence at the Bar, and ex. |
Klnu ed that he proposed to amend the Bil

y :iving ex-Solicitors-Geoeral of Upper
(‘anada precedence over Queen’s Counsel.
The House went into Committee, and

psssed and reported the Bill with that
amendment,

CANADACENTRAT RAILWAY.
Mr. CAMEF N c<foa of tua Attorney-

General had oo o Lo prouciety  of ap.

aling again:. adgracnt b Vicee
‘hancelior i1 tus caco ol ‘Lo O avda Ceatral
Raillway. TbLix was a most Impoiiwnt mate

ter, involving land to the value of $ 700,000

Attoruey-General MOWAT would be glad
if the hon. gentleman woull state in what
particular the case was not properly sub-
mitted. He had consulted the counsel who
were employed in the case, and they were

all satisfied that nothing was omisted that
should have heen urged.

Mr CAMERON said, among other points,
{here was one which was not argued at all.

Attorney-General MOWAT said that was
hecause all the counsel considered the point
perfectly clear against the Crown. He was
of opinion that the case should be reheard
before the three judges, and steps were now
being taken to have it so rehea

Mr. CAMERON observed that if thet

| were done further ecvidemce ought to be

brooght in. There were several poiats upon
which the evidence was insufficlent. It did
not from the evidence whether the
work been begum at the proper time,

Attorney- General MOWAT sail that ho
had conversed with Mr. Christopher Robin.
son, Mr. McLennan, and Mr. Scott, all of
whom had been acting for the Government
in this cwe, and they all expressed them-
selves as being confident that all the poiata
which would be ulmhhrou to the Govern.
ment had been thoroughly argued.

The House adjourned at 12:10,
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THR FINANCIAL POSITION.

Ever since Mr. Treasurer Crooks un-

folded his financial statement, the agita-
tion of the Tory organs has been terrible
to witness. In the anguish this fearful
¢xhibit has Inspired, all other sorrows,
tribulations,and ‘‘cutrages’ are forgotten.
¢ Speak now " Is silent; ** Proton " hard-
ly falls from a single lip ; the public do-
main, ravaged and wasted by the reckless
and Irresponsible Scott, Is pro.ected no
longer; the Brantford gardener is left ou
in the cold; the ‘“ Elgin frauds ” are for-
gotten; nay, even the *‘ deserving young
man ” is without a friend to remember
his sfiliction. All—all is overlooked,
condoned, or dis-remembered, in face of
the awful prospect of national deficlt in-
stead of a surplus, ruin instead of pros-
perity, and, on the top of it all,
a fast hastening Nemesis 1In the
garb of direct taxation. ’I'is wonderful
that, with all this there is no panic in the
streets; no withdrawal of Private bills
before the House; no eager enquliries and
bated breath as to when the end of the

world may be expected as the only chance

ofjrel ef. Orrather, let us say, it would be
wonderful, if people gencrally were not so
used to the diurna! dose of alarms and out-
rages from the same quarter that the ia-
fluence’of the alarmists is neutralized,and
foiks pass round the word ‘‘all right,”
and take couiage until the next explo-
slon.

We will put before our readers a few
figures taken fr m the I’ublic Accounts
and Estimates in order to show what is
the true state of affairs, and how little
foundation there is for this clamour. In
the first place, let us see what was the
difference in the financlal position of the
Province of Oatarly on the 31st Decembar,
1872, as compared with its condition at
the end of 1871.

On the 31st of December, 1871, the
balance te the public credit stood as fol-
lows :— There was invested or on deposit
at Interest a sum of $3,637,979 32; there
was cash on current account $172,985 84,
and, up to that date, the money ‘spent on
public buildiugs, the property of the P’ro-
vince and forming part of our assets,
amounted to $1,203,662 80, showing a
total eum of §5,019,627 0%6.

Now, then, for the balances et the end
of 1872. They were "as follows :—Monles
Invested or on deposit at interest, $4,207,-
079 32; cash In accouat current, $352,-
991 24 ; amount expended on public
buildings, $1,475,427 756; and already
paid away on behalf of the Railway Aid
Fund, §372,786. This shows a total of
$6,499,184 31,0R AN IMPROVEMENT
IN ONE YEAR UNDER THE MAN-




