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““sfaences which had placed the government

rery faot of the policy of of thia country, and until a short time ago

to dovdoplp:h:{dl::; the gt:wrlermnumill of this Province, in the

System gave an impetus to riailway enter- bandse of men unwo!thv to coatrol it—
ttracted the attention ef capi- " men who knew mnothing of the aspira-

abroad. They began to see that

step fwither and say that a pretty large por-

tion of the ex iture was attribatable to

the change w took place constitutionally

'n 1867, and whioh left us in a position to

deal with all local enterprises as this Legisla-
ture might think proper. This was exempli’
fied very mar'iedly in the first session of the
tiret Paz of this P1 yvincial Legisiatare.
He had had occasion to attend before the
Hailway Committee as counse! in connsction
with several schemes, and he foaud the
fecling of even the more intelligent of the
members who composed that Comuittee
was largely influcaced—he did ot
mean to say otherwize than honestly
—by existing railways, and that
that influence was being successfully used to
+tifle all new enterprises, and that it nearly
fucceeded in stifling the new railway enter
prises, some of which were only able to re-
ccive mutilated charters by ome vote in this
Chamber. He believed that before the 1st of
July, 1867, this feeling would have been suc
cessful in Quebeo or Ottawa, and that it
would bave been imposeible for a large num-
ber of these important enterprises to have
taken the first step in the faco of the pre.
dominating influence which existing railways
possessed mn connection with the old I'ro-
vince of Canada, Io calling the attention of
bon. gentlemen to these expenditures which
we were makivg in all directions, and in re-
gud to the accumulation of our resources
aud the consequent strengthening of this
portion of the Dominion, he thoaght he

- might congratulate the Houso and the coun-

try upon the statement he had been able to

extremely malicious and ignorant aricles

~ which bad appeared in leading journals in the

Pritish metropolis. He did not know whether

hon. members had read, as he had done, an
articlo which appeared in the Times news

plﬁr a few weeks since, and which assumed
to belittle the position of Canada and Cana-

diane, and which ascribed to them, in conse.

quence of their political connection with the

mother country, a position of anything but

s¢)f reliance, which epoke of their want of
intelligerce and their dependent condition,
Now, he would ask hon, gentlemen or auy

' one who understodd the true position of the

= -

Provinee, who koew the large amount which
it contributes for the purpose of making
education free to every child in tho land,
whether we were a people that would becone
more intelligent by any change in our
political position. When the public gene-
rally understood that we had added so much
to our walfare, to our actual cash aconmula-
tions in the past sevcn years, when we had
nearly doubled our resources in that respeos,
and when we wero adding to the mileage of
the railways constructed in the [P'roviuce
vesrly fifteen hundred miles, when we have
¢xpe nded pearly twenty millions in couneo
tiep with their construotion, aud when this
["rovinee was able to go farther and reliove
a large pertion of it which was suffering
under a load of debt contracted under cir
cumstarces which were quile ex-
ceptional, and when ib still  possesses

a very large sum of money indeed,

savd when it goes farther and expends
the very large sums he had mentioned 1n the

establichment of overy kind of iastitution =

which &p intelligent and civilized people
ought to possess. Could any paper conver.
sant with the facta, could any maa accus.

tomed to 1 ad the public mind, venture to sy

that this wae not a self-reliant commanity *
He went further, and said that the advies
whicli was conveyed in this article ia respect
to our taking up our freedom was ) norantly
given by a writer who knew woibing of ou,
true poeition. He sail further that if there
was & country in the world which bad long
ceased to bo in a position of appreaticeship
it v as the Dominion of Canada. Did not we
each apd all of us protect ourselves, and

were wo not ready to go further and make |

that protection an actual one? Wae there
amongst the inillions upon whom we could
now rely in comnection with our dufuncghn
wan who would noé be prepared to die—the
igst man in the last ditch—for the defence
of bis country * He went still {urther, and
said thas in regard to our freedem it could
not possibly be said that ia counsequencs of

an gnd change in our political position
tlnyl rovinoe could be any more *!ru than it
is now. WWaa there not an intelligent public
opinion? That public cpinion had beon
stiffcd by influences which he was
olad to eay were fast disappearing —

penineula, after all, afforded the
shortest link between the great West
ard the Atlantic coast, Honour-
able gentlemen might carry this tible a

introduce on this occasion; and he thought
that statement was the best answer to those

' tions of the Canadian people, aud who
were upable propeﬂi to control its destinies
He would say that there was a public opio-
f ion in this conntry, which, so far as this
Province was concerned, had been exercised
in such a way as to thoruughl; show that wo

belonged to the “‘tiue North,” of which the
Poct Laureate sang, which was faithful in
its position asa d enoy of tho British
Fmgpire, and that we amsert ourselves as free
men iu full possession of our freedomn.

Mr. CAMEROCGN con ted the Treae-
urer apew 8, very lucid and eloquont mars

ner in which he had placed before the Houss
his Budget for the first time, He agresi
with him in the eloquent observations he
bad made in reference to the intelligence and
energy of the people of this country. He
condemned the conduct of the leadiag

Foglish journal, and maiatained that the

greatness or Y'pgland rested on the allegiance

of her depenaéncies. He nextaduded to the
manner in wvhich the hon. Treasurer
bad applauded the hon. member for
| South Brant, and inferred that he had re-

(yived aseistance from that gentleman.
| ‘1 the preparation of his bucget.

.~ Hon Mr. CROOKS said if his hon, friend
would allow him he would make an expla:
nation. He had not had the slichtest communi-
cation on the subject with the hon. membe
for South Brant, nor had he received from
bim a single tittie of information respeoctin ¢
the budget. The only information that gen.
tleman afforded him was that which he
found amongst the records in the office, in
the public accounta, and in his speeches.

Mr., CAMERON asked, if Ls disclaimed
baving received any immediate information
from the member for South Brant on the bad-
get, would he also disclaim having received
any information in the preparation of; the
Loan Fund speech?

Hon. Mr. CROOKS thought that after he
bad emphatically denied havisg had any
communication with the hon. member for
South Brant his dcnial should be accepted.
He had had no communication with that
geutleman; and he wished to know if the
. hop, gentleman wanted to infer that there

was still something behind what he had
stated,

- Mr. CAMERON thought that there was
o mnecessity for the hon, Treasarer
getting “excited. @ He merely wighed
to know if the ben member for
South Brant had not bsen emoloyed. in
the prﬂulrntiun of the sgchome for
Eha dliu-rpmitiun of the Mnunicipal Loan

pnd.

Hon. ATTORNEY-GENERAL said thls
was & guertion for him to answor. The hon.
member for South Brant had not been em-
ployed in any guch masner, and no part of
that scheme bad been suggested by the hon.
g-utlemen in question. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. CAMERON accepted the hon. gentle-
man's oxplanation, and regretbed that he had
made the charge that the honourable member
" for South Brant had asaisted the Government
gither in the preparation of the Municipal
| i an Fund schemo or the Dadget. DBut in
puying & compliment to the member for
" South Brant, he tock it that the Treasurer
" was also paying a complinicnt to the Sand-
ficld Macdonald Ministry, and it was a pity
therefore, that the servicea of that Ministry
were stayed by tho conrse adopted by hon-
ourably gentleman opposite. The spoakor
~wend on to refer to the nineteon millioas of
dollars added to the solid value of the coun.
t1y in the construction of railways, and ssid
vhat it was during the admioistration of Mr.
Sandfield Macdorald that these works were
corvmenced, It was probanly ia consequence
- of tho discussion which took place in this
ficuse that those railways were successiul.
{ He himeell had uﬂp-:med the sonstruction of

the Canada Southera, for at the time the
Bill was before the House the s~heme had
| beon ecveral years in existence, and he sup-
| poerd it was standing in the way of propress,
and won'd prevent the constraction of the
Air Line Ralway Tho result of that oppo-
sition was that the enlorprize w.as brought
into uctice with the capitalists of the
United States. There was also op.
porition offered to the nwrrow-gauge
railways, bLut that very oppasition
gaveo vitality to the schemes, acd portions of
the country that were likely to have no rail-
ways would have abundaace of them shortly.

- The Government had pursued the plan of
“ giving support to soveral banking institu.
tions, and sought in that way to pur-
chase assistance. One of the bauks in this
city, howover, not inferior in standing to
any and superiot to some, was deprived of
~ any assistance from the Govornment because
Ak _Waa said the heads of it were supportors
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