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SECOND PARLIAMENT—SECOND SESSION.
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Fripay, Feb, 21,
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o'clock.
PETITIONS.

Tke following petitions wers presented :

Mr. McManus—Of Township Ciuncil,
praying that no part of the township shall be
incorporated in the town of Orangeville,

Mr. Lander—Of the township ot Euphrasia,
reepectirg the syrplus fund.

- Also, of the Township Counc’l of Syden-
lt*?m. praying for aid to improve Mealosd
albuui,.

Mr. Gifford--0f D, P, McHoeury ani oth.
ers, of Cobourg,

TLree petitions respecting liquor,
ESTIMATYS,

| Attorney General MOWAT laid on the
:athla the estimates of expenditure for
19,
TOIRD READINGS,

. The fcllowing Bills were road = third tine
® | aud passcd:i—

Mr. Clarke (Welliugton)—For the protec-
tion, in Uutsrio, of 1asectivorous aud otber
birds beneticial to agriculture,

Mr. Clarke (Wellington) — To further
amend the Agriculture and Arts Act,

Mr, Williams (Hamilton)—To incorporats
the Ham:lton Female Home, uuder the name
of the ** Home for the Friendless,” al Ham
ilton.

| Mr. Gilson~To incorporate the Superan.
vuated Preachera’ Awvounitant Society in
connexion with the Methodist New Con.
nexion Church of Canaaa. .
Mr, Hodgine—To incorporate the Toront
-+ | Ficancial Corpozation.
Mr. Williams (Hamilton) -To incorporate
the Boys' Howe of the City of Hamul tufx.

Mr. Wilson — Respecting the Colonial
Trusts Corperation (Lignitudf. o

Mr. Cameron—To amend the several Acts
relating to tlre Torounto, Grey, sad Bruce
' Rallway Company,

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

HHon, kr. CROOKS rose to move ihat the
House go into Committee to consider the su p-
ply to be granted to Her Majesty. He said
that on doing so it becamo hus duty to make
the customary statement in ref ‘rence to the
fivancial affairs of the Province, In proceed-
irg to do so he might just direet the atten.
tion of bon. members to the circumsiance
that they Lhad before them in full detail ail
the accounts relatiug to the ocourances of
the past {a:nr, ending on the 3ist Docomber
1672, involving the minutest details of pablic «
expenditure, under the proper heads, [
mwight also remind hon. membors that the
was the second occasion on which dariug the
sitiing of tho Legislature thoy had had placed
before them the public accounts in this full
and complete shape when cailed upon to vose
the supypijes for the coming year. Hisimmoe
diate  predcoessor was able during
tiw (Session of 187172 to plise the

| Pablio Accounts in this same fuil mannor
before the House then in session,in themonth
of January 1872,  On previons ocossions the
' Houze was furnished only with the Public
Acoounts as they wore subsequently printed:
' because J'crrmm;ly the Public Accounts were
.: uot priutedand published until duringthe re-
| which lutervened between the then
scesion and the following session, and al! |
that was sabmitted to the House during this |,
its sitting] was an extract rather than a fal!
statement of the accounts of the preceding
year. This was the form in which the ac
counts for the year ending 3lst Deo, 1570
- were submitted to the Legislature. It wag
- & small pamphlet consisting of 24 pages; the
4 Public Accounts now submitied consisted of
| uﬂ?rdn of 150 pages. The only details
which were formerl contained {n the stats.
ment of the public accountsiwore in reforen s
to the contingencica of the soveral Depa-t.
ments. In other respects those details w.ve
omitted from the acconnts, which were ma lo
up as foilows :—Firat, a statoment of the ex-
turo for the ten months ending §1st
otober ; aud thpn another statoment tor the
months ending 3lst Deccinber, He al.
o to &mmrcnuntnm in ordor o show
"_%o hon, wembers that during the past Vears !
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before ho arbitrators: and if one would com

' allowed by the arbitrators. It furtherappeared

' {he same coursa of ingtruction that he him.

" the details a3 fully as he could have wishad

full information as he now was giving hd-'l ,&i
not been presented to the House, and to jus-
tify himself against any chargs of de.

lay in blingi.lif down the asciunts
for the year, Hon gentlemen would see

the amount of labour which was

involved after the close of the year before all |
the public accounts could be pr-perly bal.
anced and drawn up in dolliil, seut to, tho
printer, the printing rovised, and the ac-
ccunt placed bofore hon, membes in a cor-
rect shape. The short delay of five weeks,
he thought, could only be spoken of as a
short one, and not more than reasonable, and
that no charge of delsy could bs made
against himself or his Dopartment, In re. |
gard to the assembling of the Commitiee $o

whom tho anliu accounts aro sont, he said
that Committee had been assombled for some |
time, and that they had now been engaged
for seven or eight days 1n & careful exami- |
vation of the accounts, aund that they |
would have the fullest opportunity, {
during tho Sotgion,  of  examining
in the most close way every itom

! of expenaitare, With these preliminary re-

marks he might proceed to dis™sg the finan-
cisl position of the P'rovince ef Ontario as
it stood on the 3lst December, 1572, In
calling the attension of honourable members
to that position, hie said that the information
which he proposed fto convey had becn
mainly drawn from the statements of one of
Lis predecessors, the hooourable member for
Spouth Brant, which weuld always form most
valuable records in the Depariment. Thas
bonourable gentleman had compiled 1a the
most usefnl way a mass of intelligible iufor- |
matien respecting the expemditure 4nd re-
ceipts of The Province, and its relatidns with
the Dominion, that could be found in no |
other place. He had examined the l
statements made in '68, '69/’70, and 71 by
the hon. member; and had also had the
benefit of the statement of the hon. Mr
McKenzie in Februavy last year; and from
theeo eources of information he was able to
cfmmunicate to thie House the cxact position
of the Province, Xe mightalso meation i
connection with the zources of information
which were in this way available to i that |
there was a further document which emana- |
ted from the hon. member for Ssath Braas,
of the most exhaustive and valuable charac.
tor, namely, Iis rinal argument before the .
arbitrators when  dealin with  the
gettlement of Ounbaric’'s share of {the '
excoss of the dcbt, and in  regard to
their richts in reference to certain trust |
fands and asseta of the Province of Canada, |
The hon. gensleman descrved, ab the handsof |
this Province, the laigest amonntof praise for
the exceedingly exhaustive manuer ia which
betock up on bohalf of Ontario the arguments

pare the award pronounced with the argu.
ment of the memhbor for South Brant, he
wust como to the conclasion that ia the
main t11% argoment provailed, even to the
very fignres on which the hecu. gentleman
argued with regard to this Province, In
calling attention to this statement which he
proposed to mako he mizht conciscly assume
sowe important particulars in which the
member for South Braal claimed certain
Jiowanees for thiz Province which were

ton him that the position which the hon.
member {or South Braué took., in-
volving very large esums of monoy,

" was & sound one in principle, aud

that whatever might Le swe of this question,
and whatever further attention might ba vo- |
guired to be paid to 1it, that no one was in a
poeition to Jend more valnable aid fo the
cavge of the Province than that hon. gentle |
man. tfo preposed, in submittiag this
atatement to the Houee, to put it through

s¢lf had been oblized to go through. He had |
had charge of the Department for ouly a few
months, and, in connection with other la-
bours, he had been scarcely able to mastor

The first point he was anxious to arsive ab.
was tho actual financial position of the |
Province. Cousidering the large amounnt of
money investcd in public uadortakiags
which swe'led the debs of this Peovince aad
the Province of Quoeboe, what was our posi.
iion? Under the British North Americs
Act of 1567, a stipulated am~unt of the dabt
of the two Provinces was assumed by tho
Dominion, and the excess over that aul lllt!t |
devolved apon Ontario and Quoeboc, This |
exceas was assumed by the arbutriliom to be |
nesrly ten millions and a half. ‘The interest
on this amount was chargeable agaiast the
subsidy payable to thesa I'roviaces Ly the
Domipion under the Confederation Aok, So
that. while in theory we recoiv d n_an;rly
1,200,000 aunualiy from the Dominica,
t.h;ra ‘stood as a first chargoe ngatnst
that sum the interest Emyhbla by the Prov-
ince on this excess © debt, which was as-




