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TaurspAy, Feb. 20,

"The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

PETITIONS,

The following petitions were presented.:—

Mr. Cameron — Of Robert Jordan and
others ; also, of James B Boustead and
others; also, of P. E Bendelari, all of I'o:on-
to, in nippon of the Act prayed for by the
city of Toronto, relative to the appointment
of an Assessment Commussioner.

Mr. Wells—Of the Town Clerk of Walk-
erton, for certain amendments to the Asser, ..
meént Act. ;

Also—Of the Township Council of
cardine, praying that the Act to authori.
the county ot Bruce to assume certain rail way
bonuses may not pass. '

Also— Of the managers of the Girls’ Homs,
praying for aid,

Mr, McMabus—Of the Township Council

of Mono, respecting the distribution of the
Surplus fund,

_Seven petitions in favour of a prohibitory
liquor law,

ESTATE BILL.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the Houae, tha.
the Clerk had received from the Judges ap-
‘pointcd to inquire into and report on Estate
Bills, their report in the case of the Bill to
vest certain  Jands in Joseph Whitehead .
and Margaret Whitehead, his wife. '

The report was then read by the Clerk, s
follows:—

Oscoope HaLL, Feb, 19, 1873,

The undersigned, to whom, with other
Judges of the Superior Courts of Law and
Equity, commissions have been issued to 1
port in respect to any Estate Bills or peti- r
tions for Estate Bills which may be sub.
mitted to the Legislative Assemably of Onta-
rio, bave the hovour to state in reference to
the Estate Bill, that it is reasonable and pro-
per that the said Bill do pass. |

The undersigned, however, think it proper .
to call the avtention of the Legislative As.
sem! ly to the mportance of requiang the
same strict proof of the free will aud consent
of Mrs. Whitchead as the law requires on
the conveyance by a married womsn of her
real estate, and they report as above, assum.
ing that such proof has been already or will
be enacied.

J, G, Srracug, C,
S. H. Siroxa, V.C.

On motion of Attorney General MOWAT,
scoonded by Hon Mr. CROOKS, it was
ordered jthat the report be entered on the
Journals of this House.

ANTI-LIQUOR COMMITTEE.

Mr, FAREWELL m“({l that the
Special Comuwittee appointed to eonquire
into the workivg of the Tavern and
Shop License Ac: be empowered to enquire
into and report upon the best meauns of sup-
pressing the use of intoxicating liquors as a
beverage. Carried. |

IMMIGRATION SOCIETIES. |

Hen. Mr. McKELLAR introdnood a Bill |
to provide for the establishment of immigra- |
tion ald socleties in Ontario.

PRIVATE BILL PRACTICE.

Mr. McDONALD moved that on a fu- |
ture day the House go into Committee to
consider the following resolution : —** That |
it is contrary to the law snd usage of Par-
liament, that any member of this Honse
should be permitted to engage, either by
himself or any partner, in the management
of Private Bills before this House, or aany
Committee thereof, for any pecuniary re-
ward to be réceived by such member or by
avy person standing in any relation of legal
profeesional partoership with him.” [n
makis g this motion he wished it to be undee-
stood that he did mot wish to reflect upon
any wember of the House. He read an extract
from Mr. Mill's paper on Railway Reform
In the Canadian Monttly, which he held
supported his view of the matter. He ad-
verted to a case that came up in the British
Parliament in 1837, in which a motion sim.
ilar to his had bcen to the House ,
of Commone, and read the opinions of lead- '

ip2 members of the Commons thereon. THe
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