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£ | - “of teidifcrent and valuable trades” It was =~

LECISLATURE OF ONTARIU

Euhliu interest, that thereshould be som:
SECOND PARLIAMENT—SECOND SESSION.

ecision come to at once ia reference to the
Fripay, Feb, 14, |

kind of work to bedone and the way it was
to be conducted. Up to that tiine no de-

The SPEAKER took the chair at thre)
o'clock.
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cision had been come to, and upnn that
decision would depend a variety of things in
the buldings—the extent of work-shops, the
interior arrangements of the buaildings, and
the kind of machinery to be put in ; and if
the buildings were to on without such a
decigion, it could onl at an unnecessary
expenditure afterwards that they could be
adapted to any kind of trade for which they
were not built iu the first instance. laving
regard to all these facts, negotiations were
entered ioto by the Inspector, on behalf of
the Government, to see if some satisfactory

PETITIONS.
The following petitions were presented : —

Hon. Attorney-General —Petition of James
Ingersoll and others, of Woodstook, pra

that no Act may pass to authorize the Town arrapgement could not be come to, The
Council of W to sell certaln lands on Company in the first instance !uuked with
Vansittart. street. displeasure at any proposition of the |

Mr. Fairbairn— Petition of Ignace Dumou. kind, but the Managing Director ac.

compapied the Inspector to the States

chelle and others, of Sandwich East, Pﬂm and eaw several of the prisons where

that the Act to _mﬂm 3 oarhln survey in such work was conducted. 'The re-
the 31rd concession of Sandwich East may sult was that it was found that the object
not pass. ' in view could be accomplished, aund the

MUNICIPAL BILIL.. leading terms of an arrangement were

: : . agreed to after some negotiation on the re
B;:ﬂ l::::dmg ll"}i special 0:;‘““’“’;' . turn of these gentlemen to this country. The H
mmittu nI thn‘M‘n' : 'T;?i '-ml e | prices that were to be paid for the labour of
. SIISSL SEN, Walth was the prisoners—namely, 50 ccats a day for

reported with some amendments. the first two years, 55 for the next two, and
CENTRAL PRISON CONTRACT. G0 cents per day for the succeeding two years

— far in advance of what was received in
Attorney-General MOWAT moved that were MIVADnoe O y F kb
this House wiil on Monday next resolve it. the Kingston Penitentiary, or in any o €

: : . i in the States. In view of all the
eelf into a Comumittee to consider the follow- s B reed to sell the five |
ing resolution : — That the proposed contract S She Goretemene: S8 ¥ « i

\ : acres at a valuation, and uader provisions |
?;;:EE:mtlhntl!:!E;:t:L nf‘ ‘I;:,-m:l_:l;nnn: -MY' that will have the cfluct of preventing any
specting the lahour of Priﬂﬂnt’:ﬂ}:u::: injurious effect, and providing that the land

. . _ ] tracks, and
fived in the Central Prison, do receive 'h“uld::.z;?lﬁuumﬂh::h{ ‘d::li ;:ﬂ m::;&

the concurrence of this House. He said | tb“t_ E £ it Th
be need not remind the House that on certan mmnt'ellinpﬂrtl;nﬂ :H 10 thm:'
the object of establishing the Central Privin Compsny were willing ag

terms. and to leave all the other many details
to be afterwards arranged with the consent
of the Attorney-General. This beicg done, |
a draft agreement was subsequently pre-
pared and executed. ‘I'he preparation of the
agreement embodying all the details and the
principal pegetiations for that object took
place after he came into office. The original
short contract was made in August. The
fuller agreement made all necessary provi.
gions for giving effect to the reformatory
objects of the prison. He believed the sys-
tcm adopted would avoid many of the evils |
of the system of entire Government control,
at the same time that it escaped some evils
which sometimes flowed from the contract
systcm, as generally carried out. The reason
for the execution of the interim contract
was that delay was impossible. The
statute of 1871, establishing the Centra
Prigon, gave exycees anthority to the Inspac. |
tor to hire the llu.hom' of the convicts, to be
uscd cither in the prison or withont the lim-
its of the prisov, and no one could doubt
that (he statute wsould have authorized the
Government toenterintothiscontract without
soming before the House, Of course 1t could
not be contended that the authority to hire
out the labour meant an authority to hire 1t
" out for on'y a couple of months or some short
time. This short statement would put the
House in possession of how this contrac:
came to be executed, and what were the rea.
gons now why it was imporiant that the
sanction of the House was asked. A consid-
erable amount of expense had been gone to
by the Company, and the arrangement could
not have been made satisfactorily uuless the
Government had taken the responsibility
which they had taker, and which the Act

was to provide for the usual advantages thas
would result from prisconers being kept al
work instead of being left in idleness : beiog
occupied haviog the ctlect of leading them o
habits of 1ndustry and virtue, whoreas, if
they are left in wdleness their habits becomne
worse. The Act under which the Contral
Prison had been established was passed 1o
February, 1571, The policy of employing
the prisoners 12 this way was adopted by
the Legislature at that time, and consider
able progress bad been made towards the
erection of necessary buildings, The vote in
the first year was $150,000, and last year a
further sum of £100,000 was voted, Waile
Lhis Work was in progress, and during the |
summer of last year, a question rosv bet voea
the Guvernment and the Canada Car Com-
papy,which was then about being established,
aat Company succeeding a Company catled
tne Torouto Steel Works Company. The
Goveroment of this  country  had
purchased from the Dominion Govern.
ment a  piece of land for the
purpose of erecting this prison and providing
the pecissary grounds. They had also pur
chased a small tract facing on Strachan.
avenune of some five acres, for the purpose of
isolativg the prison buildings. This piece
was uncer a lease to the Steel Works Com-
pany, which extended till 15850. The Com
pany had applied to the Dominion Govern-
ment to purchase the land or get the lease
still further rcnewed., This application was
founded on the right of pre-emption andupon
the courtesy of Governments in these matters
upon which the Company said they relicd,
This porticn of laud was considered of very
Erqﬂ.* importance, as isolating the prison
ulldings from the surrounding territory.

= e e —

The effecs of the oocunas | authorized them‘tu t;ka..
Ste Ghees W The TR é‘;‘;pﬂy — Mr. MACDONALD said that the question
that the bunildings erected thereon chenld not be discussed in a party spirit, but

he bad been astonished that the Government
had taken upon iteelf to euter into any
agreement of this kind without sanction

As regsrds the contract itself, he thoaght
tuat  the Imspector had the interest
of the prison system a% heart in making it,
but that he had sigually failed in the object
Lie bad in view. The action of the Govera

ment in this matter most fully

would overlook the Central Prison gronads, |
and would facilitate very much communi- |
cation between the workmen of the Comoany
aud the prisoners. In consequence of the |
existence of this lease for seven years and the
claim which the Company was making, tae
Inspector suggested that an arraogement
might be made with the Company which |
- would answer al the purposes of the Com-}

pacy, and at the same time answer the pur.
pose of the Goveroment with reference to
the labour of prisovers, The Inspector had
in previous reports discussed the comparative
advantages of the contract system and the
system of hiring out laboar and the system
of canying on the work under the  manage-
went and at the risk of the Government, and
nis preference was expressed for the system
of Government supeivision; but haviog ref-
erence to the peculiar circumstances of the
present case and the kind of work which

to all the protestation which the geatlemen

gave tho lie I

opposite bad made while in opposition. The

principal cry raised daring the election
against the late Government was their as
sumption of control over the railway fund,
and yct thke very men who made that cry
now turved their backs upon themselves and
assumed cqual powers  He hoped the
day was far  distant when the
Government of Optario would be found re-
pudiating i's promises and agreoments,
and, as the Government had bound them-
sclves in this mattcr, the House could not,

mm—

the Car Compavy proposed engagi

in, he thought it wuuldp hE ad?isabilg:gl:g
- make some arrangcmeat with the Compaay. |
| The nature of the work to be conducted by |
- the Car Company involved the employment

without breaking honour, oppose its ratiica-
tion. He ohjected to the contract system of
emwploying prison labeur, and could not see |
why the chain and ball or some other system |

of employing prisoners on public works |
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