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fure ahould deal with the question, and that |
the regpulations with to the migeral |
lands sbould be & miatter of statute law, and |

not of departmental or Executiveorder, That

view was generally entertained; and during
' the debate in the Honse the Comumissioner of
- ‘ rown Lands expressed himeelf in favour of

~ having tumber licenses possess a certain ten.
ure extending for twenty or tweaty-one

'do'in. h regard to molﬂm | B T ,
question, the price to which th nment |
intended to reduce, ho was sorry to say, de-
pended a good deal upon the towaship aod |
individual lots. Thore was a vast variely of
| cases A good deal depended also upon the
. re yaluation, which, in most casea, was ex.
| ceedingly defective from waut of nniformity,
It was a matter of time, but he hoped to be
ablo to effcct an improvement.

Il 1 %

years,
TIMBER LICENSES. Fon, Mr. SCOTT ~That was always my
Mr. RYKERT moved the following ressla- - policy.

tion:—That the Houre do resolve itsslf into

a Uomumittee to consider the followiag re-olu

tiona:~1. That hereafter no licenses to cut

timber upon the wild lands of this Provicce.

. shall be granted, until such time as the said
lands sball have been explored and surveyed,
snd a full report of the quality aud quaatisy l

- Mr. RYKERT replied that he thoaght the

bonourable gentleman’s view was not theo
. that the lumbermen shonld have unlimited
- Jioenae to run over all the wild lands of the
| Provines, but that he would limit the li-
i centiate in tho ﬂnnﬁty to be pro-
. duced yearly, and contended it woald be
| o the intereet of the country to do mo.
| He proceeded to read extracts from Tas
Groen, to the effoct that the Crown lands
should not have been sold in Muskoka with-
out the congent of Parliament, and argned
. that the much more extensive sale of last )o-
tober should not have been effected without
 the express sanction of Parliament. He read
an extract from a report of Mr, Allan Gil.

. of the timber growing thereon, together wita
a description and nature of the wsoil, shall
hate been filed in the oflice of the Crowa
Tavds Department. 2 Trat no liconses to
cut timber upon the wild lands of the Pro-
vince shall be granted (except for suh quaa.
titics as shall be required by the astual wut-
tier, and for local consueption), uatil the 1
Order in Councal respecting the same u'h‘nll ,
kave becn continmed by this House. Lie

-

. demved by him. 1t had been the

epesker remarked that this motion was
pot open to the objection that had been raised
ayaiust 2 previous motion of his, that he was
moving a vote of want of coulidencs in hon
gentl men oppoeite; but he tels it to be very
important that on the timber question and
tho disposition of our wild lands honourabie
gentlemen could make up their minds to hiave
& defipito policy, and settlo the matter for

ever. 1% was highly important that it should

ne eettlcd by legislative enatment; it was,
in fact, peceesary that we should have de-
clared in such a manner what the policy of
the Government was in regard to id, though
he d d not attempt to censure the Cowmmia.
sioner of Crown Lards for tae couree he had
takem  Yet it was important that the
House ehould declare whether or not
it Was pre to allow any Com:
miseioner to sell a large portion of
our public domain, The whole country was
alive to the importance of the question hefore
tbe House and it would be necoscary for
him to review the policy of the Governmeat
during last suommer. So far as he was coa-
cerped that policy was pot golog to be con.
policy of
all Governments for years to look to the ses.
tlement of the country—that had been their
a'ry. He lad beard honourable gentlomen
say that the importation of one person to the

. count:y was equal in valae to a hundred
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dollars; and if o much could be placed to
the credit of the country—if our welfare
conld be 8o much increased by immigrants,
it was destrable that there shonld be facili.
t'ea for encouraging them to come hore The
first mwotioa made 1n the Ouatario Legislatare
was upon this very question. The fesling of
the country now was that the eettlomeunt of
our wild lands should be well looked to, and
that we ought to prevent waste of our
timber, and that had been the policy of our
Governments, It must also be borne
mind that other countries were looking to
the same view, and had restricted the whole-
vale slaughter of the forests. [otitions had
been sent to this House praying Suas the
wasta of the public domain be cartailad, Ib
1863, when the whole question was
thoroughly diecassed in the old Par
Hament, a Commitlee was appointed
to inquire into it, of which ths pre.

- eent Commissioner of Crown Lands was a

member,
Committeo which resulted in a repors beiny
preseiited to the lLegislatare, stasing thas
there should be some enactment hy whioh
the rigtts of ilie meitler should be dissin-
guished from those of the lumbermen. The

- Guistion was asked whether the rights of

these two partics wounld conflict, and it was

- taid that the rights of the settlers would be

- materially atfected s0 long
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cted 2o | as the Govern.
ment allowed indiscriminate settlement upoo

tbe lands. The Committee recommended
that care should be taken to find out, by ex-
plorations and surveys, what kind of land it

80 that settlers could not be placed upon laod
ot it for occupation ; that theé Governnent
should endeavour to lay aside that land tis
for setilement, and that sought for by lum
bermen, The result of the discussion in the
Outario Legislature was in favour of the view
expressed by the report of the Committee in

h 1863. The policy of the late Commissioner

for Ontario waa that tho Government's in.
tercste should be amply protected as well as
the settlera’jand that policy was spproved of
by the present Commissioner. It was then de-
clared ihat thic House should oxpress what
ita policy was upon this question. A graat
deal of fault was found that the policy was
altered in regard to mineral lands, and Tug
GLowk of January 24th, 1868, raid that tne

country had a right to ask thas the Logisla-
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Evidence was taken befors thas |

- was Lefore being thrown open for settloment, |

mour, in which that geatlemau st ited that
*he best plan for the Government to pursue
“was to rurvey the territory before the timber

I Jimits were Jhpmd of That was ac aathor

ity that the Commissioner of Crown Lands
would not dispute, and yet he disposed of a
vast territory without any survey. He
argued that the Government should reserve
those sections that are tis for settlement for
settlers and potdispose of thein tothe lumber-

mep, He read long extracts from Mr. Salter's

report, recommencing a survey ot the terri
tory. He he!d that she selling of the timhar

Jimits was altogether uncalled for, and it/

certaivly should not have been do..e until &
complete survey of the territory had been
made and the sauction of Parlisment had
been given.

Hon Mr. SCOTT =2aid he was very gla
that thi: question had been brought up, It
was oue that could not be too often discussed
on the floor of Parliament He had for
years advocated sn improved timber policy,

and bad his suggestions been adopted tifteen

cars ago, in hs judgment the country wouid
{m worth a good many milions more thar is
was, But it was one of those questions
which could never be ventilated in the old
Parliament of Capada. The Quebec Goveran-
ment were the tirst to adopt a ‘ixed ground

rent instead of compalling the licentiate to .

cut his timber on every berth, and the (vov-
ernment of Ootario followed in 1856869
That war a move in the right direction but
it wad only a small part of the policy he had
advocated, One policy which he had advo-
cated with the wview of preserving our tiwm-
ber was to extend tho time to the lumbermsn
for cutting his timber from a single year ¢o &
long series of years, subject, of courae,
to such regnlations as to  settle.
ment a8 the iuterests of the country
required It took a long time to bring avoat
that chavge, but bually 1t was effected. It
was a2dopted last session by the Domiuion
Parhament in regard to the laands in the
Weet. It was a policy he had advooate
hiftven years ago, and the object of it was to

induce the lumberman to hnsband his tim-

ker The whole (uestion of the managewmont
of the timber lands was one which few men
in this country usderstood, aud the hon
wember for Linceln, in discussing it, fur

nished an illustration of the truth of the
lines ;—

‘“ A Jittle learning is & dargerous thing:
Diink deep, or taste 5:04 of tho Pieria spring,"”

His hon, friend had committed this mistake.
He had fancied that the pine laods and the

labds Lit for settlement wero in separate seo .

tiors Now, what was tho fact? He uu-
hemtatingly asserted that there were vary
few scctions which contained valwable pine
lancs that did not alse contain a very con-
siderable postion of lands fit tor sett'emsat,
the two kinde ol laud wero so blended that it
was elmply imposgible to separate them
From the observations of the hon. member
from lincoln i6 would seem that ho supposed
there were large blocks of pine lands, and
separate blocks of lsnds for settlemeat.
Such was not the caso except in a very few
‘oetances  Theg way these lands were tater-
mvgled it would cost this country millions
to divide the landa and allot one particalar
Eut for settlciuent and another part for lum
erirg purposes. He proceeded to give
several instances in which the pine lands
adjoining landa thet were scttled had turned
out to be very valuable, and had been pur-
chased by the neighbouring settlers, showiag
that the timber lauds and the arable lsnds
were mingled together. In view of this fact, .
the wasy to promote settlement was to
put the whole land under liconses,

_and then it would be the interest of the




