xpressing his intention to retire. - | &
Hon. Mr, SCOTI'—S8ir Francis Hincks, i
Mr. RICHARDS said that the caseofSir § =~
| Francis Hincks was not a parallel one, be- |
| cause that gentleman wag a member of the
House and just as much a representative of }
the people as he (the speaker) was. Arelative
of his (the speaker’s) who had been appointed
a member of a Government went to a con-
stituency and was defeated through the
exertions made by the Conservatives. The
honourable Commissioner of Crown Lauds he
believed took a hand in the work, He felt
that whenever the whole power of a party
who concentrated against one individual his
defeat was generally secured, though he
might retain the mﬁdm&e of the people as
a whole. Sir Francis had been defeated in
Brant, but be was entitled to have a reason-
able time allowed him in which to seek an-
other constituency, He thought that
what was right for un pposition
was right for & Government, aund he
was not one of that class of men whose poli-
tics depended upon whether they were 1n
power or out of it, He had recently seen an,
account of a public dinner held in this city,
at which the gentleman who stiod behind
the * powers that be” presided. - The
chairman of the meeting gave the toast of the
Lieutenant-Governor, and stated that, al
though there had been grounds of complain
against that personage at one time, yet that
one of his recent acts commended itself to the
good opinion of those he addressed. The
reason for this remark was the fact of a
Judge la:vinﬁ the judicial bench to be-
come the leader of a &u't i
(the speaker) wondered if e grinking
of such a toast depended upon whether recent
acts had met with the approval of certain
persons, The speaker went on to say thas
if the present Reform party had been formed
like the old Reform party, he would have
supported it; but he had noticed men who
had opposed the Government of a man who
bad been a Beformer for thirty years in pub-
lic life because he had two Conservatives in
it, avd then they themselves in their advont

: he Lieutenant GGovernor

mld_ﬂt advice, but it was his right

) ack it if he desired it. That advice could

ot be asked unless the resignation was ten

ered personally, In this case as Mr. Blake's
esignation could be tendered personally
ithin sixteen days after the written resig-
ation had grrweg,. not only were Mr. Blake's
riends justified in not sending in that resig-
‘ation immediately, but it was their duty not
o send it in. It was no excuse he was
resenting to the House. They -would |
gave violated their duty had they deprived |
oS Excellenc{ of the constitutional right
“2e should have had of asking Mr. Blake's ad-
vice a8 to hissuccessor, In view of_these
considerations which he apprehended, were
thoee which ought to goveran the’case to
which the hon. gentleman had called their
attention, he would move in amendment that
all the words after ‘‘that” be struck out
and the following substituted: — ‘¢ That: this
House, while firmly adhering to the view
that no person should for any length of time
continue a member of the Executive Council
without a seat in this House, is of opinion
that the resignations of. 'essrs. Blake and
Mackenzie as members of Txecutive Council,
having becntendered at theearliest practicable
moment after the rcturn of Mr. e to this
country, weve in due time, and that the course |
taken in delaying the resignation ti'l Mr
Blake's return was justified by round conati- '
tutional principle and correct constitujional
usage.” (Cheers).

Mr. RICHARDS said that he had noticed
some time previously that the motion now be-
fore the House was coming up, but he had

| bad no opportunity of reading it until a few
Jbours ago. 1f it was the case, as the honour-
able Premier had intimated, that the motion
was the result of a general agreement bet wgen
the members on ﬁil (the speaker's) side of

the Houee, he, at all events, was no party to to power took in a gentleman - lso |
any such arrangement. IHowever, he would becen a member of Jhe vonservat by,
vote in favour of {the honouralle member for W hen these gentlemen laid dowr . which
Lincoln’s resolution, believing that it set thould guide them when in powcr as well as
foith correctly a principle of constitutional in Oppuaiti#;l, they might get Reoform
law which declared that when geutlemen in support. ut they would have to be
the Government of this conntry had declare under a different leadershi They did
publicly that they did not any longer inten.. ' not want to be governed by that institution
to take part in the affairs of the Proviace, in King-street controlled by an irresponsible
as Cabinet Ministers, they should immedi g:uty havingno voice in the House. The
ately resi He did not understand the leform party, now so called,recelved no sup-
logic of the Attorney-General's opinion 1n port from the members of the old Reform
regard to members of the Government party.,

resigning their seats when defeated in their Hon. Mr MCKELLAR —They are all ex-
ccnutnmnuin;. fu; it did not fu{ll:&v be- tinct, (Laughter.):

cause a member of a Government been . :
defcated that he should resign his seat. No S, h[CEIA._R Ds ~The hon - sémbsr-hiih.

1 self was a converted Tory, and there were
one would put forth such a ridiculous prepo- three or four more of them on the opposite
sition. 1f such arule were laid down, tne , -

: benches., The speaker went on %0
counntry would be deprived of, in many in- repeat that whenever & member of a
:;ﬂueu, “Clad :;“f flt'i::fqt able H‘t'iwt" Government showed that he did not intend
. . M58 N SUC TEEUEROR, . Wee Ve to remain in the Heruse it was wrong for
one of the ridings of Lancashire for election him to hold his seat ; e ought to resi In -
[ ’ g an.
and was ddute%, but no person thought that ' the case of the two ourable gentlemen
he should have resigned for that reason, and | o whom -allusion bad n made they de.
Mr. Gladstone wen$ to another constituency cided that they would to the House of -
and was returaed. The mers fact of a man A : : |
: : Commons of Canada ; and the moment they
being defeated, ho being a member of the took that course they made their election
Government, left it incumbent upon him to " If the Premier could show himyan instance
e e e ol whre o gentieman had remained in the Bt
influences at command wur:rgmught to bear wh Government after he had aunounced his

* intention of retiring altogether, then he
would admit that his views were wrong. He
however, felt vertain.that the resolution
would not carry ; the members who
had cheered when the Premier was
speaking were quite numerous enough
0 ﬂu%ﬁ'lt the resolution of the
hon, member for Lincoln; but still that did
nct changefthe (uestionat all. The speaker
conciuded by alluding to the time when Re.
spensible Government was being contended
for, aud said that the Commissioner of Crown
Launds was probably opposed to the priaciple
then, and he did not think that the honour-
able Premier at that period cast in his 1o-
fluence with the Reform party..

Hon Mr. PARDEE, referring to the re.
marks of gentlemen opposite respecting
Robert Baldwin, said they all had grﬂat re
spect for that gentleman; but the difference
between them and gentlewen op-.
posite was that thoy were carrying
out the principles of Robert Baldwin
while gentlemen oppotite were departing
from them, The hon. member for Niagara
bad eaid that he belonged to the class of
politicians who always advocated the same
Erinclpltl. and yet he himself, while once; a

eformer, was now a follower of one of the
most extreme Conservatives in this country.

Hon. Mr. RICHARDS—] deny that [ am
a follower of any menbar of this House.

(Checrs.) 1 recognize no leader,not even the
hon. gentleman opposite.

—  Hon. Mr, PARDEE observed that in that

against a member ot the Government, an
tﬁm influences concentrated in one particu-
lar constituency, that member could not be
defeated, although at the same time he
might pcssess the confidence nf the country
enerall:”. There was also the case of the
on. Rcvert Baldwin, who, in 1842, when a
member of the Baldwin-Lafontaine Govern-
ment, sought eclection in the County of
Hastings and was unsuccessful, but no
one considered it was incumbent
u him to resign for thai reason.
‘l{;nsbleﬂ men would have been compelled
to leave public life if they had had to resign
because of being defeated in certain consti-
tuenciess The principle that had always
" been laid down, and he hoped always would
be, was that as long as a member of a
" Government did not announce his intention
to retire and stated that he meant to seck
re-election, he should have a reasonabls time
a'lowed him in which to to his con.
stituents, Any rule than that would have 3
 prejudicial effect ; but he did not understaud
the hon, member for Lincoln to urge that |

~ such should be the case. The purport of the
resolution wae that when a member of the
Government had resigned his position in the
House, and had exprossly declared by his
acts that he was leaving public life
so far os this House was conocerned,
then it was W for that member
to retain his seat in- the Govermment. He
wonld ask honourable gentlemen to point to

| any instance where a mau had held his scat




