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that buast was the Drai
: Commissioner of Pan.
e Works, which it way :
wonld be much moge advaniagevus to the

ceunt;y than that of the former Governm
Now that boast fell to the it

¢ri.e “o the House and acknowledge that his
*Ent]iug bad not been a success, * He (Mr,
Richards) was of opision the present m H{ﬂ of
lhawing money to municipalitics wonld turn
cut to be a revival of the old Muniwipal
L'an Fund. The moment a municipality
hecamie indebted, political preesure would
e bromght to bear at the elections to prevent
that debt Leing paid. The scheme of the
late Government was much superior, hecause
under 1t the money was lent to udividuals
and  the Government retained the power of
collecting the amounts expended. |

Bon, Mr. McKELLAR said that uudar'

toe Act ol the late Guvernmeut the muaiat-
palities were responeible as weil as the in-
dividuals.

Mr. RICHARDS acknowledged that, but -

sald that by the present Bill the individual
was pot held responsible at all, and that the
muricipalities would be just about as likely
to pay their dcbt as they had been to
pay what they owed the Municipal
Loan Fund, He went on to cortend that the
(Covernment should, if its members followed
the principlea which they consonded for whea
in opposition, ask a vote overy year instead
ot attempting to obtain possession of so large
a floating sum.  Votes of a previous session
were always considered as ha lapsed il
net expended before the close of the year,
tie would support the amendment of ths
member for Leeds, although he did not think
it went far euough. When the resolutionfor
the appropriation of mo: y for drainage
under the Act of the Macdo: Md Government
was being considered, an amendment was
proposed and voted for by gentlemen oppo-
site to ask for information as to what muaici-
palities were to be favoured by dr-.in;gla
wor ks, and how much was to be expendes
Hon. gentlemen were yot acting up to the
principles they had formerly upheld.
Hon. Attornev-Genepal MOWAT asid two
matters had come up for discussion during

the present dcbate, ouna of which would
ceme up for discussion shortly when the Bill

relating o it would be submitted to the

Hense, With rogard to $he particular mat-
ter beforo the House, his hon friendin bring-

stated

grouad entirely, .
becawse the hon, gentlewan was fnroed{:m .

ing forwer 1 the present Bill chose to conso
lidate the law upon the subject. Thée Act
of last ecssion which received the sar tion of
vhe House contained the necessary provision
with regard to the $200,000 uader dicussion.

There was no change in the law as it stood
ander the Act of last session. Several ob-
jections had been made to the Bill in tha
coursc of the discussion,and one was the dan-
ger of the money not being repald. This dan-
gér was apprehended in consequence of the

result in many instances of the first loan, and
grose from the enormons sums loaned to the

municipalities. They obtained larger sams

than they could repay, and sums for which it |

was impossible for the Government to ea-
force payment. The danger in the prescat
instance was extremely small. The sum
proposed to be loaned was a were nothing to
the municipalities, and there conld bo no
doubt as to their abilily to pay 6. The
whole sum asked for, whether it was re-
carded as $200,000 or $400,000, was a very
amall onc when the revenue of the Province
and the important ohjects it hal in view
were vonsidered. Roference had beécn made
to clauses winén “tus non."triend "naa voseu
for or moved in the House formerly, which
provided for the naming of the towaships to
which the grauis werc to be made. Then
there was no reason why the Govern.
ment should not comply with the desire ex.
pressed.  In the present Instance euch a

course would be impracticable. Only 230,000

I ad as yet heen asked for, and the Govern
ment could not possibly give the namos,
They dvd not know at the begivning of the
¢ ear what mumcipalities might desire to have
their debentures employed in that way.
This @atircly distinguaished the case from
those in which the wunicipalities might be
wamed from year to year, [lhere was a sort
of dizcretion given to the Excceative, but no
substantial danger was to be apprehealded
from it. The Executive was so edeed round
shat it was as free from the danger which

1ad been referred to as it could b2, and there |

would be no possibility of that power being
psed for political purposes. The 19th sec.
tion of tho Act passcd last session provided
that the Commissioner of Publis Works
should investigate as to the propriety of the
investiments  [here would consequently be
an actual violation of the law if the exami
nation were avoided, Of course, if munici-

itics did wot bring themselves within the

aw, and did not comply with it in making |

~ frcm 1t

e application, they would have to be re
jectedp If the investments were made with
such did not come within the law, it would
be illegal to loan mnnﬁztotham [t was
thought tbat it would be an advantage to
Lave a sum permancntly set apart for this
purpose, aud the law provided suitable and

sufficient means azainst the improper use of |

the money on the part of the Comunissioner
or Governor in Council. From what he (Mr
Mowat) had seen of the working of the
Muricipal Loan Fund, he did not thiuk there
was any dapger in owing 80 small a sum £0
municipalities, and h» would be sarprized il
i be municipalities woald not inpoge the tixe!
neceseary tor the paymeatof thedebtsincarre i
ia this way.
stress had been laia upon it by gentlemen on
the other side, was one involving no substaa-

dial matter whatever. Two hundred thousand®

clollars constituted the sum to be invested
with the municipalitics, which would tssue
Rheir debentures upontermsof 5, 6, 10. or 15
ears, It would pe coasequensly some tims
cfore any of the money would b2 repad,
ard if it were thought undesirabla to sch
aside the money returned for the samas pur-
ore, it would be possible to pass an Act,
iu. fore any of the money was received, arams®
the reservation. The Government cousulered
it desirable that such a fund should
be kept, Lut if a chanze of policy or
eperience indicated that a change in
this respect would be proper, tlie change
could be easily effected. (Hear, hecar )

Mr. MERED! T'H asked the Commissioncr
of Crown Lands if he underssood him arizh
that the indebtedness of the munici)alivies
was to be paid by instalments,

tton, Mr. McKELLAR in reply said some of
thim would pay in that manner, whilat
otbers took advantage of the other course
open to *hem. They would be at hlerty to
take their choice a3 to the manner in which
they made the payments.

Mr. RICARARDS wished to kanow if, when
820,000 lent to a municipalily for this
special purpose were misapont by the Coauty
Conneil, or not properly appropriated, pol:ti
cal force would not be grought to bear upon
t e Government to have that sum remitted.

Mr M KELLAR said it was no use
bullding castles in the air, and making sup-

The poiat, although so mueca |

potitions such as had never arisea aud never |

would arise A= yet there had beea no ia.
stavce in ¥ hich the debenbures had not been
xuet, and be defied the hon, geutieman to
puint cut vne

Mr, BICHALRDS, in support of his asser.
tion, said that when the Municipal Loan
Y'und was created, three or four townships in
the connty of Norfolk borrowed therefrom
€50,000. This sum was loancd upon
puaractees which were considercd satistac-
tory. Yetthe money was misappropriated,
and no benetit was derived by the towaships
A case of that kind could arise
apain under the opcration of the present
Lill, and he ehould therefore vote for tue
amendment of the hon, member for South

leeds, although hoe did net think that it |

¢ ent far enough,

Mr, SNETSINGER said that the reason
pone of the Kaslern counties borrowed money
from the tun i was boecause of politicil pres-
sute. In reyard 18 the present Bill, he held
that the municipalitics were the proper par.
ties to hold the money, because thsy could

expend 1t better than the Goverament could. |

He would like to see in the Bill a clanse pro-
hibiting peopl: lLiving along the line of the
¢rains hrom filhiog them up 1 any way,
* }., BOULVBEE remarked that there was
po cpposition tothe Bill itself as @ whole, but
to mere wmattors of detail He thoaght it
would be more satisfactory to the House if
the Covernment were to alter the clause
principally objected to go as to make it apply
tot oinvestuent of the 8200,000 in tae first
instance only. Whon a Government had a
large fand ander its coatrol it was liable to
outside pressure, and under such ecircum
stances might possibly act differently to
the abstract principle as laid down, :
Hon, Mr. SCOTT ssid he had Yeen looking
over the reporis of last session, and he foand
that the preseusy Bill under discussion was
word for word the ssme as thas broaght into

the House last year, and the Houso 5U - |
ported 1t, Some extracediuary new light |

must bave fallen upon the members sinse
Lhen, for at that timo not a single membr in
the Chamber ot up to Oppose the principle
ot the B1l, There was no step that could
bo taken by the Government that should

wect with more approval than the drainacre
©i the waste lands of the Province The

idea of creating a fund in the manner pra-
posed was probably developed by the losses
Sustained by municipalitics on their deben
tures i previous times ; and if the O werns
ment saw that the people were willing to be
tixed for crainage purposes, i shoald lend
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