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case oOf the municipal
bave been a oreat benafit to the country, bee
cavse at the time thas fund was created coun

ty debentures were selling at a discount in
England So that by exchanging them for
Government debentures, which sold a% par,
they gained a great advantage,
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loan fund, it would

But the mis-
take was that no limit was placed to the
amount that might be borrowed. In the
preecnt case the Uovernmont were perfectly
sevure

Mr WOOD (Brant) said he did not think
any on¢ had any inclivation to charge the
Government with creating & new - ucicipal
Losn ¥urd, bu: i3 was considerable 1n.
terest to the Honse to consider to what ax.
teut they should go in aiding municipalitizs
in their local pubhic undertakings, 1t was
peesible that some!persons might get the idea,
¢hat because the Government may comso to
the conclusion that reductions may be made
to municipalities owing to the Municipal
Loan Fund, that the same provision in a 1e
medial sense would extend to themn for an)
losps cffected for municipal purposes Drain.
age of lands most add to the wealth of th
coantry, ard no doubt there were larg-
tracts of land rmluif:ing drainage, perhaps »
willion acrce; but care should taken that
the Government did mot go too far in the

« of expense for this cbject. 1o ap-
m:::i {:ﬂ thup;rinni ple of the Bill,and hoped
D wanll be framed in such a shape that the
House could pass it; but he held that the
Bill must be a final concession to the local
Jemandsot the country. (Hear, hear.) He did
not think that the money should be handed
over to the municipalities to be expended by
themselves but the Commissioner should see
that he had full control over the expenditure.
He noticed by the Bill that no more than
£20,000 couid ge borrowed by any one muni.
cipality, and this sum in mauny cases might

not do to drain all the lands. He scarcsly .

thought, however, that any township would
undertake drainage costing §30,000 or

' $40,000, unless it knew where to gob e

balance. He would ask whether incerest on
the money was provided for?

Hon. Mr. McKELLAR replied that the
debentures were made payable by instalments
with iuterest.

Mr, WOOD continued, saying that he ap-

proved of the investment proposed, and if 1t

worked well, the wmoncy could be supple-
mented at a future time. But, in addision
to this $£200,000, there was an Aot passed
by the Government, authorizing it to spead
another $200,000 for drainage purposcs,

 making $400,000 in a!l, and he thought that

was a very largo expenditure, and that there
was dangor of going too far. If the sums
paid for law-stawps, marriage licenses, and
other items of revenue were to be discon-
tinued, thero would be listle money left. 16
might be better to sce how our fuads stood
after there had leen an adjustmoent of the
Municipal Loan Fuud, the settlement of the
Railway grants, and other matters, beicre
waking further heavy expenditure. Fhe
sources of revenue promised to be so curtailed
that little would be left exotpt the rich do-
main of timbered lands spoken of by the
hon. Commissioner of Crown Lande—and
ihe revenue from Crown lands awounted to
little after the expenses of the Department
were paid--and Lﬁ: $800,000 of a subsdy.

| The Legislature would not, he thought, be

wise in devoting nearly half a million more
for drainage purposes,

Mr. LAUDER contended that the expen-

diture of large sums of money through mu-
vicips]l councils was not tho wisest way ol
expreding  it, and thought the whole
machirery of the Dill was such as would
prevent wunicipslitios [rom taking advaa-
tage of its provisions. He objected to the
amendment which proposed to allow the
Government Lo re-invest the money as it came
bsck, and thought too much power would be
placed by the Bill in the bands of the Com-

miesioner of Public Works, who would,

uncer its provision, be able to tavoar

| certain municipahties to the dusadvantage

of others. He was of opinion that, before
morey was loaned for the purposes of drain.
sgc¢, statements should be submitted to
the House with estiinates of the required
expenditure and other necessary particulars
This was the course adopted by the Sand.
field Macdonald Government; and, after the
bon gentleman's contentions during the timo
1hat Uoverument was in oflice, he was sur-
prided that he should propose a course so
cppored to his former views.

Hon. Mr. McKELLAR sald he could
scarcely have imagiced that the hon. goatls.
man could bave been so utterly ignorans of
the subject he was discussing as he had

«bown himsclf to be. He bad given the'

subject a good deal of consideration. He had
first introduced the drainage cl.uses into the
Municipal Act some years ago, aud he had
subsequently amended themn as cxperience
dictated.
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Mr. LAUDER asked the hon. gentle

"man if he bhad anything to do with

toe Act of the late Government.

FHon Mr., McKELLAR said if the hon,
pentleman Lept his scat he would give him
< me information which he very much need
.4, He introduced a clauee to enable muni-
cipalities to o their owp draining. Parties
wanting their lands drained could petition
‘heir Municipal Council. and the Conncil conld
issue debentures and levy a tax upon the
purtics whose lands were draiucd for the pay-
went o f these debentures. The purchasers
ot thegse debentures leld the whole
townsbip respoueible for their Enymunn,
erd the townships held the par-
ties who owned the lands drained Tas

mnty of Kent, in that way, spent npwarda
i $200,000 withont getting a single fart:og
irora the CGovernment. He was stron 'y of
opinion that the work could bLe done bester
by the muni ipalities themselves than by the
Government. The late Government thought
they would impreve upon this system that
be  bad initiated, and thoy appropriatad
300000 for drainsge purpoxes, They
tcok the entire control of the whole affair
irto their own hands; they tock power to
enter upon any lands without asking the peo-
ple whether they wanted their lands dramed
or vot. The §200,000 were frittered away,
aud as yet ouly one or two small picces of
work were finished. The money was gone,
anc¢ the people had Yo pay interest upon it
from the time it was expended. JIn his own
tewnwhip, Rawley, they entered up n lands,
and they bad already expended in that town-
+bip between $40 and $560,000 There
was po limittothe amount they might ex %mnd
in any township, The hon. gestieman from
Sruth Grey aseerted that no "manicipal:-
ty bad taken advantage of the Act of last
roasion, while the fact was that at present
£20,000 were awniting investioent uu.dl?ar that
Act. He had also sgserted that the Gavern
ment were vow asking $200,000 more to be ex-
pended by the Government, Such was not the

ase They hadalieady power tospend $200,000,
atd in go far as that was concerned the pres.
ent Rill wes only & re enactment of the pres
cvt Jaw. 1t was found that that law was
defective in some particulars, and 1t was pro-
peped to remeay those defects by a re-enact-
n.ent of the whole Act rather than hy a sepy-
rate Act. lle would advert to another
joint. Tho leader of the Opposition the
other day had dissented from too view taken
by the member for South Brant and himnsolf
thkat a IBill could be introduced with the
mency claures in blank or ia iialica before
the reeolulions were passed The view of
the Jeacer of the Opposition was sustained,
znd the result was they coald not injrodace
the Kill wll the resolutions were passed. Yet
they were oM ged todiscussthe whole measure
betorethe Fillwes inbroduerd. tle wasnot ask-
10 ‘f{rr A DEew ﬂpprﬂi}ﬁgﬁ-*n ;hﬁ. WAS mﬁra}y
arking f_nr_;t re-enactoaent of the present
sppropriation. Notwithstandiog all that hat
b oen said by gentlemen opposite, he asserted
that he was acking the tlouse to do that
which would do more substantial g od 1o tue
country than a dozen of those lawyers’ Bills

al*bough they might Le very use‘nl in their |

plece  The hun member for Sonth Grey
A j.-ht understand bis lt'gﬂl Bulis, bat he hal
¢hown that ke knew nf.lthillg of the E‘lhjutt
iow before the House.  He believed that the
wore members examined this measura toe

nore saticfied they would be that it would

do a subslantial and pamanent good to the
ceuntry.

NMr. LAUDER asked if the Government
wers only asking for $200,000, or were thay
not asking for $200,000 in ons Bill aad $200,-
(00 in the othor— 2100000 10 2L,

Her, Me, McKELLAR said that in one
Rill they were not acking for any new appro
pristion—tbey were merely asking for a
resenactment of the appropriation of last
session, o the other Bil! they were asking
tor a new appropriation of $200,050, and thas
wan all the now appropriation they were
g+king for.

Mr. RICHARLDS s21d that the hon Com-
wigsioper'of Public Works acknowledged that
the Bill introduced by him last svssion had
proved defective, and that nothinz could be
dune under it.

Hon. Mr. McETLI.AT gaid he had ex-
plaiced three or four times what the defeots
of 1that measure were. P'vople m the conatry
kuew very little about the 35th Victoria o
the 19th Victoria or the titles of Acts, and
some of the municipalities nad passed their
Ky -laws under tho 32ud Victoria instead of
under the 34th Victoria,and, of course, thny
were useless,

Mr. RICHARDS eaid the answer was ao
¢vacion, The how. geatleman contirmed haw
oviuion that uothing could be done under his
Anat, At the end of last pession the Speech
‘rom the Throue contained what was very
- usual-—a petty boast or triumph over tue

le gislation of a former session, and the sub.
i




