plored the absence of any refercace
gentleman except by mem who had
with him, while the distinguished merits of
¥r Blake and Mr. Mackenzie had been ad-

| verted to with so much eulogy. He spoke

of the sale of timber lands by the Commus-
gsioner of Crown Lauds, for which sale he

before taking so important a step Parlis.
ment should have been cousulted.
At this stage he would not discuss further
this paragraph of the Address, but he
thought it might be his duty at a subsequent
period of the session to endeavour to prevent

| any such proceeding as had takea place ia
| the person of the Attorney-General. He

thought this House should declare that 1t

| was unbecoming for any member of $he

| Beneh to retire froin the Bench for the puce
| pose of entering into

political life  He
thought no member of the Bench should bo

permitted to hold a position in political lLife

acain— certainly mnot till he had resigned

| Lis position on the Bench for a consideradle

 pericd. It was strange that among all the

' of him—too kind

| leformers in the House no one could be
| found fit to lead the Government, aud that
| the Bench had to be resorted to  In making '
4 these remarks he wished it to be uaderstood

that no personal considerations enterad into
Attorney-General |

them. The Hon.
was a geptleman for whom he enter:

that party seemed to be with him the all-im-

| gortmt consideration. The Commissioner of

ablic Works had been treated by the pablic
press with some very severe animadversions,
and he was surprised that that hon. gentle.
man had not taken the earliest opportunity
of relieving himself of these charges. He
regretted that the House had not been cilted
together early in December, as had been
agreed to, But this only showed that hon.
gentlemen opposite ca
siderations than for the interests of the
country. For himself, he would be put
to a considerable loss by the meeting of tho
House haviog been postponed.

Attorney.Genaral MOWAT said he wo1ld
remind the bhon. gentleman that o man cw
engage in public life without losing a go»d
deal personally, and that there isno hoa
member but has had that experience. They
must 21l make up their minds to that. Ia
gcing into public life they were not to expec:
much from it. The hon. gentleman objectol
to the time at which Parliament bad been
called together., He (Mr. Mowat) had oaly to
gay that although they had been unfortunate
as rega~ded tha hon. gentleman, he thonght
it suited the general convenience, and that al-
thongh the circumstances that led to the de

‘1av on this occasion were exceptional the

public interest would not be injured, ‘L'h:
chief evil which the hon. member sa ¥ ia himn
(Mr. Mowat) was that he attashed too much
umportance to party. He had been kini
encuigh to say eome very kiad words
and too flatter-
ing, but he could assure the hon.
gentleman that the kindness of the feelings

held there was no necessity, and he held that |

tained great respect, though he found

more for party con-

“said that a judge who left the Bench to eater
Elitiul life desecrated the sauctity of tie

nch. He (Mr. Mowat) admitted the sanc- |
tity of the Bench, but he denied its desecra-

tion, He believed it a low, degrading view
of a politician’s life_to say that there was no
sanctity belonging &8 it.  As he underatosd
bis position there as leader of the party, he
thovght there was as much sanctity in his po-
sition as leader of the Reform party and of
the Government, as in any other ia the land.
It would be a rad thing for our couatry if
the oppo:ite opinion were to bs held by the
people, Our whole system of goverament
was cne that involved party as a neoessity.

{
L]

l.

All statesmen had united in that view, and

thatit must bechanged if not worked by party

If this systemjof government, which had done
¢o much for our own couatry and for the

glorious motherland with which we are con-
nected, and with which we all hope to be
connected as long as we live, was one waich
degraded » man to take part in i, then it
was a fad thing indeed for our future history.
But this was inconsistent with the past his-
tory of both our own aud the mother coun:
try. He felt that he was as much discharg-
ing his duty now, and acting upon as high
moral principles as he possibly could on the
Bench. (Cheers) Ho eotirely repudiated
the notion that there was anything inferior
in the pcsition of a political man—a repre-
gentative of the people, a maker of the laws,
zn administra‘or of justice —to the position of
any judge. The hon. gentleman said it was
dangerous for a judge to leave tae Bench and

" again take part in politics, and he suggested
. the necessity of eome legislative declacation

 upon the subject. Surely the hon dgantlemm

was not in earnest, He surely did not ima-
gine that thcre was any very great danger oi
the judges one after another leaving the
Bench and taking part in politics Oae
might justas well argue that it was danger-
ous for every man to become alawyer,though

it was perfectly constitutional for every man

to 8o, just as he believed it was3 coustitution. -

atly right for a judge toleave the Banch and
take part in.political life. It was ccastitu-
tionally right for his hon. frienis opposite to

~ come over to this side and supp)rt the Gov-

ervmaent, but he did not think there was

' much danger of their exercising that right

I¢ wonld

a great pity if they were to

| escrcise it, for he would like to Eave a lar-

|

1.

ger Opposition than he now had. (Laughter.)
There had been no pretensions made that
w'at be had done was mnuconstitutional
Then his hon. friend had stated
ttat he should bave alluded &> the
position of three of his colisagass,
n that they did ot go back to the peo sle
for re.election after entering his Govern:
m:nt. They did not go bazk becaunse their
scuts were not vacated by any act of theirs
The Speaker would not have issued the
& its if he had been spplied to. Taers was
pothing in the law or the Consttution t,
justify the issue of the writs. Ths hHa
centleman opposite conld not poiat oub Ghat
there was any English law requiring thouwr
re-election, and if there was any ireasoa for

" which he showed was not greater thaa the
" kicdness he (Mr. M.) felt towards the hoa

it, it must be in onrown law. Oar statube

: declared that whenever any member holding
member, He (Mr. M ) confessed that he did certain offices, which are mamed, resigned

|
t
| .
| attach a great deal of importance to party, h & oflice, and cne month aiter accepted aa-
' but he did not place party before country, other office. he should nst thereby vacate
| and he was for party because he was for | bis seat in the Aesembly,unless the Admipis-
- country. (Cheers.) His a'tachmen’ %o | tration of which such person was & mem-
party was becanse he believed —bacause he ber resigned, and he accopted office in a new
knew— that the interests of the country wore Ministry —the two things must concur. The
best advanced by means of a well-orgaaiz»d A Jdministration must allresign and anew Ad-
| Enrt-y founded on well recoguizad priuciplase Livistration muet till the offices. Well, a
ne hon gentlemasn had been kil enrugh new Administration did not fill the otfices,
to say that he ha! been chosen to lead the | 0 r were the regignations of the old membars
Refermers of Ontario because of his ha:a accepted ; they were asked to keep thewr
moral worth, fle thanked him for thas oftices ﬁﬁ the new members were callel 1n.
compliraent, but did not the hoa. gentleman | Put ithad been ssid that the spirit of the
see that he was at the same time payinza " O pstitution had been violated ; but ths in-
compliment to the Reform party. Theymisht " tention of the law was to prevent an admin
l be right or wrong in the esthimte jetmtion from resigning.a new Administration

which they piaced uwpon his character, | i tirely different policy taking their
but the fact of thair uhimsing him for that 1\?1:::&:' n,‘:&;rfni defeat, ;E; then wli:,lbghin a

|

particular recommendation showed their high " wonth the old Administration cominy back
|
!

appreciation of that virtae. There wace ard taking office without an ap )-8l
mavy men in the Reform party well fittad to This was what hap-
fill the place for which he had beea sclected,
there were sume among his colleagues aund
wany in the House; but it was thought de.
sirable by the party that one of the old lead.
¢rs of the party should occupy the position
again, and he thought it his duty not %o re.

the people.
tum d in} I:hﬂ case of the celebrated
| R:.tuhlu shufle, and the law was ameaded
to prevent such things taking piace. Butia
' {his case the present Administration adopted
_the policy of the preceding Aﬂﬁi:ﬂstnﬁnu,
‘ uld have been
ol etk e g ety !. f}{:rﬁ ‘p,{I:le':ﬂl l:ﬂ:.h ;l‘iﬂ t?l;unllndad to the
not a Constitutional one—that it was au un. | R complained of it ia fack Ho did |
e clier 4 Ml of e Cews ot consider it & good thing, He thmoht
accepted the office of Minister of the Crowa -~ bt oo e e ooy fo seasuthe | ooty
atter having been s judge. His hoa. friend

. 1 o ! 2 ﬂ-._'
pad not taken that gronad. Nothing of this | of *the othu Pr _wmtl'wl. Ke thonght w2 £°.

had been gaid by his boa. friend, an emizent
Censtitational lewyer, on this subject, al.
though the mnewspap rs had boen filled
witp  statements of this kind, A%
all events he (Mr. Mowat) stood freed
by the =silence of the hon rmem.

" ber from the charge of unconstitutional ac
" l bon. The hon, geantleman had, however,




