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,,}E | g  tion had J’)El‘ll‘lltlﬂd us to lévy taxation. If
e 3 1 it shouls

-

| | ferred to the Municipal

~ deal with this question, and it seemed to him
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ofi the people of the Province, and that it

ought to be dispased of as if our constitu-
be found that a larze sum was

| thought the hon. gentleman would be per-

| fectly justified in giving it to public im- |

provements. The hon. fcntlemun had re- |
0

| pduess. It was known that the collection

man thought it was not convenient to deal
with the question,and, therefore, the case
of those counties that were not indebted to
the fund was to be postpored for an inde-
finite period. He {E[r. lake) maintained

. that there was no reason for declining to

deal with this question. It was in his
' opinion putting the cart before the horse to
grantone and a half millions to raiiways,
without taking into consideration the ques- |
tion of indebtedness that concerned the en-
tire Province. The hon. gentleman had in-
{imated that at some future time he would

(Blake) that we can get no nearer a just
distribution of this aceumulated subsidy or
surplus than by considering the Municipal |
Loan Fund question on the basis of
population. Ife did not think the
| queation of surplus ought to be
dealt with in  the one-sided ‘ay
| proposed, We o 1 s {the surplus policy that
hadbeentre 0 d to the country,when we
were tol! ' . . on. gentleman that, pro-
bably n: ;v of the fund which he

- 'ds, wonld be touched

. No word had been |
heard against the various public improve-
ments that had been assisted: for it was a
wisc and generous poliey, and one which
he was anxious to see continued. But he
Was opposed to having a large portion of
the surplus disposed of without tonchine
on ihe municipat indebtedness, harbor im.
provements, eanal schemes, and - other
quesilons of a like uscful pature.  Ile be- |
lieved that the troe way of considering

the question was to look at it in a broad '
light, and there then would be no niggard

spirit to help public improvements. But to

help improvements for the benefits of new-

belore next sessien.

ly  settled portions of the country, *
without considering the wants  of
the  older  communities wis A

policy that would defeat itself. Ile had
t'm_h'n?urmi to ascertain approximate caleu-
lations of the population of the various con-
stituencies, although he could not <ay that
It was :11[1:}__51.*1!&*!‘ accurate. The hion rentle-
man then read a list of the sums that might

\be granted to these constituencies out of

S S
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the surplus, by way of clearing eoff the
 Municipal Fund indébtedness: and he con-
tended that that question should be dealt
with before the sole question of public im-
provements  could be taken in hand.
e would maintain  that  this  was
the enly true mode of dealing with the
surplug. lle moved in amendment
That ail the words after* That” be omit-
ted and the following words substituted
therefor *t this House feels bound to ex-
press its convietion that the country will
have just grounds for dizatisfaction unless
some plan is adopted whereby white mak-
ing all just and necvssury provisions in aid |
of railways and other public improvements

of Provinecial interest in the thinly settled

and the unprovided distscts, o large part

of the available surplus should bhe appor-

tioned according to populaticn, and expend-

ed in such way as each of the countics, |
citics and separate towns shall, as to iis
own allotment designate, in aid of railways
or other permaunent publie improvements
affecting the localities, or towards the
exemption of menicipal ebligations already
contracted for such purposes ; due precau-
tion being taken for the proper application
of the money, and provision being made
that the allouvent to any municipulity in-
| debled to the Municipal Loan Fund should
be applied on equitable terms towards the
satisfaction of what may be found due by
the municipality oran adjustment of the
Municipal Loaa Fund indebtedness.”

[Ton. Mr, WOOD said it was well known
oo the House, that within the course of
thelast twenty years the Provinee of Up-
per Canada had made great strides in com-
merein] progress, in opening up its commau-
nications and in ether matters connected
with its general welfare. The country
had a frontier stretching for thonsands of
miles, and had ran trunk dines along a
large portion of this frontier. These per-!
sons who live on the lines of thicse railways
necessarily received great benefits from
them, The money that was gpent from
foreign capitalists amounted to something
like $100,000,000. Since that time other
enterprises had been taken in hand, on
which a vast amount of capital had been
expended. The Northern Railway had
been re-constructed, and under very able
management, had as the Ilouse
andd  country well knew, been of the
most important bencfit {o the entire Pro-
vince. Toward the  censtruction of
the great frontier road the Pro-
vince had expended no less a sum than
$15,000,000; in the reconstruction of the
Northern Railway 83,000,000 : on the Great
Western Railway $2,000000; which sum,
with interest and other charges, had mount-
¢d up eventually to something approaching
$£4.000,000. From the Union in 1841 down to
Confederation, the Government had also
expended something like $3,000,000 on
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local roads, and other local improvements
in Upper Canada, which roads were gll
situated in the older sections of the Pro-
Since that time the back counties

had begun to fill, and from the census lists,

Lor the ratepayers rolls, it would be seen
. | that those counties are rapidly increasing
Having referred to these
! this House and
: \ judge calmly and dispas-
Sionately of the proposition of the hon.
for South Bruce. 1n the construc-
» sravel roads, railways
winece of
no less than §73.-
Which went to the

» | ¥ince,

in population.
facts, e would
| the couniry to

ask

| member

':I Liu[r; u!hmnals, roads
| #nd other improvements, the Pr
T’; Canada incurlmlmlum of ey
| WO.000, every shilling of
| benefit of the older sections
L And the property of {hoe
ad--it might be said

g

of the country

1 this debt had been assumed by the Govern-
| ment of Canada,and the payment of the
L interest of this debt—at least two-thirds of
| available after such a distribution, then he |

an Fund indebt- |

_' older courties shall share, as well as the

¢ older sections
€ell bencfited to

that amount and had increased in value to
gn enormous extent.  About §62 500,000 of

which was contracted in building and-for-
| warding works, thereby benefitting the
frontier or older settled portions of the
country—was entailed for all time to come,
pot only on those countics receiving
. direct benefit from the expenditure; |

lof this Fund was in the hands| but =also on those counties 15;;;!
of the Ontario Government, yet, although | lay to the rearof the countics most direet-
'we had taken charge of it, the hon. gentle- | 1y Dbencfitted.  And yet we have the cool |

- p;npusilinn that no consideration shall be
given to these back counties, but that the

others, in the benefit of this fund. (Hear,
hear.) There was no doubt tnat any coun-

try, in order to keep pace with the advane- |

ing age and with the general progress,
must have railways; and Canada must have

something besides the two or three Trunk
lines and have more leading arteries. Like
leading arteries, also, they must be fed and
sustained by minor arteries, and if you
would develope the country, you must
afford the means by which they can be
fed and sustained—not ‘rom and by rail-
ways in the United States—but from rail-
ways in our own country. (Hear, hear.)
The proposition made by the Govern-
ment furnishes the means, and supplies
a way by which they can be supplied. He
bad listened to the arguments advenced by
the Lion. member for South Bruce, and Le
believed that he (Woeod) knew when he
heard logic and when he did not, as well
as any other man—and he was struck with
one fact in the hon. gentleman’s speech,
which was that the hon. gentleman seemed
to bein the position of a wheel that is too
much flooded with water, (Laughter.)
There secmed to be something wrong
which kept him back from the subiect un-
der discussion,

The Government went on |

the principle of supplying the wants of
the country, but it did not give them the
money and tell them to spend it, but told
them that if they came up to a certain
mark, and advanced and jrogressed to a
certain stage, they would be entitled
to help from the revenue that had accumu-
lated—and that was the great principle
which bad been adopted with such im-
mense advantage in Great DBritain and
other countries that were the most pros-
perous and the wealthiest in the world. |
(Hear, hear.) We say to the counties— |
“We will give you certain sums of moaey
for your own benefit, provided that you
will construct a line of road that will fead
or intersect our branch lines of railway,
and you must build your line on rertain
plain and easy conditions whieh we have
laid down for your guidance,” Tbe age
of the county makes no difference at all.
We hold out the same advantages to all
who undertake tobuild railroads that bene-
fit the Province. e say to them—“Con-
struct yeur works, and that there may be;
no apprehension or doubt about the mat-
ter, we set apart $1,500,000 es a fund for
your aid, and if you complete your work
on the very easy conditions set down,
then you will be entitled to receive aid
from that fund.” The hon. member for
" South Bruce had undertaken to eriticise
the power given to the Government by
this scheme, but he (Mr Blake) contessed
himself that after all there was no other
way of eflecting the object which the resc-
lutions had in view, and he would ask the
House if any of the arguments put forward
by  that hon.  gentleman  were
sound reasons for voling against the
scheme proposed by the Government.
The only way of success in railway enter-
prise was to leave free, human will and en-
terprise. The plan proposed by the Go-
vernment was one of the best that human
intellect could conceive, and nothing to the
contrary had been shown to-night. The
hon. gentleman had destroped his own ar-
gument by saying that if the House reserv-
ed for itself the right to vote aid to these
bona fide schemes, because that would Dhe
practically the same agc was now proposed.
Thetruth was that in these matters local
- considerations would prevail, and persons |
must be put in the attitude of judges to a
certain extent who are to decide, or no sat-
isfactory decision would be arrived at. The
hon. gent. said the resolutions were vague |
sall 1€ term inland waters was vague. |
There was no vagueness about it whatever. |
The general principle was that those lines |
of rallway which are to be constructed, and °
which sbhall lead to the back country
or the waters of the Ilakes that)
surrounded the Province, which shall open
up counties which are now deprived of
Railway facilities, which shall be feeders or
tap the great channels of the Railway
system which now  exist, which
shall  contribute one with an-
other to weave a network of railways |
over the Provinee, whether leading to the
shores of the Ottawa or Ontario or inter- |
“secting the Grand Trunk or Great Western |
Railways shall if their final destination be
| transversely or obliquely leading back into
' | the agricultural portions of the country,
i | these railways are intended tobe aided and
he thought the hon gentleman after talk-
ing himself nearly hoarse upon the subject
must come to the same conclusion. 'The

hon, gentleman thoughtalso that the propo-
sition of theAttorney-General to grant from
two  thousand to four _thousend

ldollars a mile was vaome Conld not
- the hon. gentieman see that in the old set-

‘tled  country in  constructing a
railway where the people
were able to eontribute a considerable sum

. towards its construction,so large a vote was

Lot necessary as where the country was

| more sparscly settled,  Certainly, it needed

| o very great exercise of judement or dis-

S——

hear). The hon. gentlerman had another

lines and the portions of them not under
contract would come within the purview
‘o meaning of the resolutions. The hon,

| this was tritling with the whole matter. ’

- e —

| be ealled something.

objection—that the resolutions would net
ild those railways whose contracts had
been entered into prior to the 7th December,
Lhe hion. gentleman was entirely mistaken.
Uontracts covering particular portions of
the line perhaps were signed, but contracts
covering the whole of o line were seldora
entered into. It was only those lines
Which started from the great cenires of
irade and commerce that wonld be affected.
Le branchies and continuations of thaos

:1 crimingtion to sce the difference.  (Hear,
|
i
i

¥

loan amount which would swell th
| : e fotal
Surplus to nearly seven millions of dollars |
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gentleman also objected to the resolutions,
because he gaid that by them *t was the
companies that were to he aided. Surely

What was mednt was that the railways

wanted the railways,  (Hear, hear.) It i
needed no great pergpicacity to find out
that from the words of the Attorney-Gen-
eral or from the resolutions themselves,
In order to aid railway projects, they must |
The very lifeblood |
of the railwavs was the people through
whom it ran. The greatest injustice
would be done by the proposition of the
member for Bruce. Every one who had
cousidered the matter must know that
every labouring man in the country paid
as much taxes ss the member for Bruce
himeelf with all 1is thonsands. ivery
man who uses tea and tobacco pays as
much to the revenue of the coantry through
customs, &c., as bis master, and now the
| lon. member for Bruce proposed that this
taxation should be ]l:ii,:! back ]_‘n,.r b['illﬂ'

. piven 1o the masters—hy taxing the poor

man for the purpoese of handing the pro-
ceeds to the rich man. (Applause). A more
monstrous proposition was never uttered
since the world began.  You might search
the musty annals of antiquity, you might
run through all the works of those who
have written wise: thinrs and  foolish
things on Government, cvery proposition
promulgated by the wildest theorists in the
world, and yet you never could find that a
proposition had been made to distribute
back to the people money raised by indirect
taxation for the purpose ot allowing it to

§ territory, {:1pplausc},_ and wlep i Britigh f#5
; ! way shall bethe principls , " |
snould be aided, -nd the people who § voyance from the east g

y reterence o the municipa)

! Government hiad heen given

§ to deal with it. A matter of go yy
f tance and of such interest 1 ¢

be applied for maunicipal purposes. In the
United States seme years ago, they had a
surplusrevenue. This they distributed to
the different diatcs, not for municipal pur-
pose, but for the purpose of founding
schools.  Bome years later they distributed
another amount for the establishment of
apricultera! colleqes for the edueation of
| the mass of the people ; but such thing as
to give back money 1o municipalities for
the purpose of distributing it among the
heads of the people, amongz the assessed
of the people on the assessment
roil which had been eolleeted from the
massi s, was a proposition which remained
forthe momber for South Bruee to conceive.
But the hon. ineraber sani he was in favor
of aiding any legitimate public improve-
ment. Iic would make this general distri-
buticn, apd then he wouald subvert the
particular locality by making the work.

gl"!ﬂ-t vers iand milap 8CAS 0 -
shall march €lose upon the greg, -},
lying to the South. He eXpecte 3.E1:“ﬁlm
as he was, 10 se¢ the day y}e, g old
pass fl'ﬂl]l_ihE Atlantic 1y the 'PF'U_II]{I b o
on a railway  built acifie I8

4 Il rail.
0eang of .. .
I-'-IE “’ 'ht

loan 1.
said that the pledge of (le 104 20, b

in the Jeuse next session Lie ) Sarmdy
it. It could not Lie dealt With thig with
because there had

i | H'Er«hri]‘
not hf..Lll suﬂltiumiiim:

1 St impop.
might surely occupy the Htl[-];[iﬁ,;ﬂ::;"r-"",
Government during the recess N ‘llhfi
member for Bruce wus cerlainly Erh::. hon.
in one thing, and that was iy i dv::lhrnt
dislodge the Atuu'twy-{im]{ral n:?ihr "
colleagues.  Iie would quite willin t1 _ his
pend the seven millions of E‘”riih-h} ex.
compl’sh that, and think it o 0 dc-
chased at that. (Langhter), Hf;i"liul pur.
the municipal loan fun ought 1;"‘."0;- ll.mn

“Tith,hUt ]IE- l]il.?l not F,:IF hq':prh‘.fr 1{{,1 Eltiit
gle scintillation  of *‘h‘il 1;“
he thfﬂ“‘lu on i]u; I-mil"_ 5_111“,1.. I'.;:":I
might have twinkieq, nI.&1|:*:Em-'r:l|

He (Wood) denied that t)ye ot et
of aiding public undertakir o yrac l- e |
tribute the money to Il]lIHiﬁI‘l.‘l]i"iE‘i v.q]ll
wouid fritter it away for I]ulI:i]l::ré‘. "ﬁ"h* I
great munm:flem }.m"l everbeen lefi to :-2:]4'}‘1:
the enterprise of municipal authorjtjes?
The energy of thic people would pe very |!
much weakened, and the life blood of tly | l
whole community would be drie] up if {he é
plan proposed Dy the hon. member e
pursued. He said this had heen unforty,.
pately displayed in Lower Canada, where
no great public undertaking was now cop.
menced, unless the indomitable old Eng.
lish enterprise was at the bottom of it,
arousing the people {o the execution of
something greal and beneficial to tlLem.
selves and posterity. And 2o it would be
here if the people were taught to lose tha
self-reliance which now brings them higher
and higher in the estimation of themselves
and every one dealing with them, and
which has earned fer Untario the name of
beine, all things considered, ene of the
most pushing and ‘promizing people be-
longing to the Anglo-Saxon race. Never |
give the people money with which o pay
their local taxation, Ie hoped the House
would, by its vote, aliow the [:f.l'i.;liii'}' 15:
remain in as Prospercus 4 condition as it

now stond—=s great poriion ol which pros-

Would the lLion. gentleman undertake tlie
construction of any railway? Would lie
undertake it as a public investment? Was
that the mode by which he would rouse the
activity of the people of the country? If
~this was his mode Lie (Mr. Wood) dissented
frem it dnfoto.  He would rather hold out
inducements, by which localities, if exert-
ing themselves, might be possessed of the
facilities of the older counties by the con-
tributicns of comparative samall sums. The
hon member for Soutn Bruce said that the
country had practically the control of the

Municipal Loan Fund,  That was all quite
truc: but the hon. gentleman forced
him to say that if they Lad
undertaken to deal with that ques-

tion at all it would probably not have
been so. Iow could any person t¢]l what
- was to be donc by the arbitration? He
had not dared to deal with this fund; he
could not even consider the basis upon
which the settlement was to be made. T'he
hon. member said the Government mioht
have had time since the seitlement of 1he
| arbitration to deal with this matter., The
members of the Government had been con-
sidering this matter.  He himself (Wood)
had been considering it and he thought he
bad a scheme, which would meet the ap-
proval of every candid gentleman in the
“lIEISl'. or .in the next that ltlighi come, by
whLich while doing justice to the other mu

hicipalites will act justly with those who |

have bien paying money thercon for
many 'ong years. Delween three and |
four million dollars had been paud in on
ihis account. He ecalled the attention of
the hon. member to the fact—Dbut no doubt
he knew all about it as he did about Cvery- |
thing else—tlat in 1839 a provision was
made that when the credits ecarried to
the indemuity account should Dbe
tqual to the arrears on the Municipal
Loan fund then the annual payments equal
to those made to the seignors should go in-
to the Clergy Reserve money and be distri-
buted among the municipalities. The |
whole machinery for doing justice to all
municipalities was already shaped and
framed for anyone to take hold of it and |
close up the whele thing.  There was no
n:hﬁim_llty about it, and all that was wanted |
Was time to consider as to the amounts that
~shall be allowed to the mun'cipalities
| which have paid up or abated from those

which have not. The Lon. gentleman said
hf: did not want the surplus dealt wilh |
plecemenl.  Was the mode in which it was |
Proposed to deal witk jt g |
piecemenl one ? Not at all ; |
but it was very battering to thinlf:

Il‘mt thera was o much more left behind
"ihu_(;!‘nrm'mnunt were not depriving the
municipalities of their dues. There was
now in the Treasury three and g half mil-
ions «f ready cash, and he had no doubt
that as fast a8 these railways are construct-
ed so fast will our Revenue swel]
- up, and that we need not
touch ‘the,cash lying there at all. but
Lhat t}m entire aid to these schemes 11:'nuld
be paid out of the ordinary revenues of |
the country. Besides the cagly deposits
the Government had on band wrust funds |

\ such a manner as |

Would, in a short time, make this eﬂﬂl:;:ﬂg}l
What it was destined to be, the greatest in
the whole Dominion. (Applause) He
Presumed that some hon. gentleman had
Xpected him to say the greatest coun
On the continent. He dared say that some
Were here to-night who woeuld gee the day
When we shall extend our borders to (e
1ar Rocky Monntainsand take in the great
Intervening conntry, and when with the

perity was due to the Tavorable result of
the Arbitration—and he claimed 2 great
deal more credit for that resnlt than
the hon. memeer for Bruce was inclined to |
give him. He hoped that noW that ﬂml
judgment day Lad eome, and the country ‘
had been left in a feurishing condition,

that it would be sllowed to remain eo. !

¢ Hon. Mr. CAMERON said as

* _ e under-
owsO, his hon. friend took two nositinns.
first he appoves of the Goverament aiding

b,

rallway centerprises; the sceond position

assumed is that the Government in their
resolutions have not gone far enough. The |
hon. gentieman has exhibited some of those |
great quilities of stitemenshin for vhich |

he is so lauded, and what is this statemen- |
H]li}f." That a ].‘i!"::- sim ot money <honld |
be handed cut to ke erabbed for by the |
municipalities. 1le says population should |
form the }"I'I!H'}[ﬂu‘hfHlf.*1'E-II'E1I:!IE+-]L]|'-1i
he forgets that at the time thet this money
was collected, some of the present popu-
lous districts were uninhabited wastes. Yet _;"
he would give those places man for man |
the same amount as he would giveto the | ¥
older sections. The hon. centieman says |
there are eizhty-two representatives in this
House, representing so many ridings, and

he throws so many sops to these centle-
men, and thinks that they would not have
the moral courage to refuse the scheme that

distributing it to counties ant towns; Wiy

| hoped to carry away
| amendment; DHut he (Hon Mr. C) ted |
to the honour of the House not to be carried |

| away by such a trick.

opinion of the I{ouse, not one member of
the Opposition opened their lips; but DO,
wiien the Attorney-General Srings down
his
tribution, He said that whenever the Gov- |
erninent made a pledge he could rely on 1V po

the
back to his constituents; but he cqult} |
_t&ll the House that hic would vote against g
t and 20 back to his constituents ; aii

would put meney into the pockets of their
ridings—this in his statemanship! Ilow
vague the amendment placed betore the
House, waich the hon. gentleman would
have us follow. What docs he mean by |,

not to villages? What are the “other per-
manent improvements!’ A new road
“”'“l!;:‘h the town of Carrick in the County
of Bruce! The Lon. gentleman puts lis
amendinent vaeunely that 1t may |
mean anything or nothing, just asit may
suit his followers, He was Lappy that thexe
was so much in the seheme that met the
hon. gentleman's approval. He really
thiought he was coine to praise !.i].u[h.”n'r'll‘l‘-.- |
ment, and consider them fitfor their oflice; |
but his old fecline led him into his usual |
abuse before hie hiad done. The hon. gentie- g
man  prased tie  Attorney-Generals iy
conversion torailway enterprizes jyeij”
”""1".‘”]-25 of hi_n; :r,-»_;cm'hﬂl{]{} with E-Lll..*l'.' [}Jll fossii
Tories as himself (Hon. Mr.C.) and the
Hon. Mr. Cariine. e (HIon. Mr.C.) coi
teotended that by aiding railway enterprizc
they would inerense the importance of the '
Provinee, not only in the views of the Do-
riinion, but also in the eyes of the whole
world, He was snrprized to hear s {riend

%

\

| repeat that the taxation came from the peo-
ple.

No one depies this; but it his arzgu-
ment means anyihing, it means this, thal
the moment we have :Lfn}r surplus we must
return it to the coffers »f the Dominon 1o
redunce the taxation of the people. We
know that we are usingthe taxes of the

people; but he wounld not pay 1t back into F
the pockets of the people as the hon. menl- |
ber proposes, because it could not be
equitably. + :
thought he was doing a clever {rick, and |

done |
The hon. member no doubt |

the members by his |
trusted |

_Ml‘. CRAIG ({}].-;ngar:.'}—“'lmn h{?_]lllﬂf‘{’d |
i8 resolution on the paper to clicit the

—

1 L Py 1ig-
measure, they are all for municipal dis

t was said that he dare not vote aganst f
hon. member's amendment and g0

| the |




