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. _Hon, J. 8. MACDONALD said that the |
.Judges themselves had asked to have this |
 matter settled, while the hon. member for
South Bruce had no evidence in support of

Fripay, Jan, 20,

The House opened at 3:15.
The SPEAKER in the chair.
PETITIONS,

Ve, Swith (Middlesex)-—~From the towa.
sLip Council of Biddulph, praying te be cx.
‘empt from taxatio in respect to the gravel-
g of public highways,

Mz, Lauder—From the townshyp Coancil
of Proton, praying €or the sale ui ceriain
laucla in that townskip.

Hon. Mr. Caling—From David McEwen
and others., of London, praying that an Act
ssy pass to incorporate the Loadon, Huron
and Bruce Railway Company; and 19 ethers
10 the same ellect.
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oo, J. 8. MACDONALD "presented the
eighth repert of the Iailway Committee.
He also presented the fifth report of the
Committee on Private Bilis,

THE COURT OF CHANCERY,

Bon, J. 5. MACDONALD (who was al-

moest inaudible in the gallery) 1atreduaced a |

#1ll regpecting the Court of Chaucery., He

said that the Bill referred to the internal |

management of the Courl —a matter of which
he did not know much pergonally., He was
sure the Bill weuld be satisfactory to the
profession as a whole, for scme pains had

been taken in ite preparation. The Bill pro-

pesed to creabe the office of referee—an ollice
which won!d facilitate the business before

the (ourt. The bhon. member for Scnth |

Broce, at the commencement of the session,
bad spolen to the eifect thal the powers of
the Judges chould not be delegated to the
Sccretary. He (the Atlorney-General) had
replied that he knew nothing of the matto;
except throtigh reports, Since that time, ba
was in a poeition to say that the Judges had
eome to the conclusion that the Legislature
shonld declarc the past decisions of the Se-
eretary to be valid, The Bill, therefore,
would proposa that ail the decisions of the
Secretary since the 10th of November, 1366,
the date of his appointment, should be de-
olared to e as valid and effectual as those of
the Judges.

Mr, BLAKE said that with regard to the
explavation just given, he wounld call the at.
tention of the House to what took place at
sn early stage of the session, Ab that stage
he took the opportunity of inquir'ng if the
Attorpey-General proposed to take any
stcps as to the Judges’ Secretary, The At.
torney-General replied, ‘‘No, that it was
not his intention to do s0.”

Hon. J, 8. MACDONALD —Hear, hear.

Mr. BLAKE—At the same time, however,
the Attorney-General admitted the pro-
ceedings - of the Secretary were not legal
He (Mr, Blake) t two resolutions
on the paper, the first of which was—that
the duties of the Secretary being of a judicial

character, they could not be performed by
him, This assc:rtion ofhis (Mr. Blake's) waa |
now admitted by the Bill introduced by the |

Attorvey-(General to be correct., The second
resolution was to the effect that the mode of
administeriag juetice in the Chaacery Cham-

ber was unsatisfactory, aud ought to be !
chavged. That proposltion was also admit- |
ted—if he understood tho explanations given |
by the Attcrney General—in the mew Bill ; |
for it the Judges were enabled to give their |

judicial powers to the Secretary, they would

also conler on him the powers to glve judicial

opinions, The Bill proposed to legalize the
mst proceedinge of the Secretarp ; and he
(Mr. Flake) was glad that the opinions ofthe
Attorney-General on that matter had entire.
ly changed. At an earlier period of the ges-
sion the Atty -General was no$ willing to do
anything in this matter or the Secretary’s

- his application except his own statement,

The opinlor of the Judges was paramount ¢)
‘that of the hon, member for South Bruce.

Mr, ELAKE—=Not paramount; but the |

same way. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. J. S, MACDONALD gaid that the |

right to act as he dld; but as gome objection
hed been raised as to the question of validity,
In the deciclone of the Secrctary, the Judges
suggested that there sbould bedegislation on
that point.

The Bill was read a first time,.
RETURN.

Hon, Mr, CAMERON presented return to
address for a statement of the number of
persons who have settled on ths iree grant
THE SURPLUS BILL.

On the orders of the dsy being called,

Mr, ELAKE atked the Government at
whbat time it was intended to make the finan.
clal statement; and also when the measure
referring to aid to be given to railways would
be submitted.

Atty.-Gen, MACDONALD said the intro.
ducticn of the measure
ways was necessarily postponed. They had
railways still before the committee which had
rot yet come before the Government. It
wae pecessary to know to what extent these
applicatiors would reach before the Govern.
ment could bring down any scheme for deal-
ing with the surplus,

Mr., BLAKE—Can you give us any idea of
the time when it will be breught down ?

Atty.-Gen, MACDONALD said he was of
opinion that the Goveranment were quite com.
tent judges as to the proper time when to
ring down the scheme, The House might
have patience and walt for it,

Mr., BLAKE —Hear, hear,

Atty.-Gen, MACDONALD-—I wish the
bon, gentleman to uaderstand that the Gov-
ernment will do as they please in the mat.-
ter. 1f he does not like it, let him bring the
question before the House, and I believe he
will be satisfied with its answer, Let him

Lring his cohorts to bear vpon us to compe! |
ts to bring down the scheme if he likes ; it

| wiil not matter to us,

Mr, ELAKE said hs had made merely a |

customory erquiry. I was of im-.
pertance to the House to know, and if the

Government could give it any idea of the |

time when their schemes could be brogeht
-down, and he regreifed that these eimple
questions should have excited the ire of the
hen, gentleman,  (Hear,) Bat, in bhoth
cases, the hon. gentleman had failed &>
answer his simple enquiries, He would re.
peat his question as to the estimates,
Atty.-Gen. MACDONALD said the hon,
Treasurer was not in his place ; but they
_?nuig be brought down next week, he be.
leved,

Mr, BLAKE—AS$ the end of it, I sunpaze.

Atty.-Gen. MACDONALD-—Idon't knaw; |

they will come dowa in good time,

Mr. BLAKE—You mean there is 2 zo>d

time coming. (Laugbter.)
The matter then dropped.

l LAND ARREARAGES.

Hon., Mr, RICHARDS moved concurrence |

in resclutions respecting abatemens of arrear.

ages on Crown, Clergy, and Grammar School |

lands,

Mr, BL&KE. sald bhe should move some
amendments in its detail when the Bill was
before the House.

The motion was then agreed to,
TRIAL OF ELECTION PETITIONS,

Atty, Gen. MACDONALD that the House
go into Committee of the Whole on the fol.
lowing resolutions—Mr, Hays in the chair:

"~ 1, The expenses attending the sittings of
the Judges of the Superior Courts when try.
ing election petitions, under the authority of
any Act to be paseed during the present ses.

~sion of the Legislative Assembly.

2, The travelling and other expenses of
any ench Judges, and all expenses properly
incurred by a Sheriff in attendance on him,

‘and providing a Court under any Act as
aforesaid.

3. The sum of ~ dollara per annum to
the Clerk of the Court of Queen's Bench for

eervices to be performed him ip .
tion with the IIEE Act. o7 g

4. The reasonable expenses of any wit.

respecting aid to rail.

: "Juégel still maintained the Secretary had a |

proceedings, but now he asked the Honse to ‘nesses called and examined by the Judge at |
tonsent to legalize them, any such trial as aforessid. |
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