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more than earm a scanty subsistence: and,
o8 the other hand, there were men

of milions, He maintaived, then, as those
who were familiar with election contests in
the rural constituencies knew,
kY

th;t, l;.l
rule, the expenses iacurre y
the friends of the = candidates were
Imcurred under the expectation that the candi-

‘date would relmburse the expenditure; and,

« itbut did not think that the Houaee way

therefore, if the cardidate were placed in a
position which made it impossible for him to
reluburse, we should close up the most im-
portant channel through which corrupt prac:
tices entered Into our electious. Thne English
law provided for the appointmrent of an elec
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tion auditor, and, in gereral, that no pay.

mente sbhculd be made exyrent Sthronsh thie

age
them left a ]

?uod#h- law t?f- certain extent nugatory.
Another defect inthe Euglish law was that
there was no provision. for preventing the
friends of the candidate from spending two
tkousand or five thousand pounds in his bee
balf, and then coming some months nft_er-
wards and saying, *‘ My friend, I speat i@
thousand pounds on your alac::mn-—mva me
a cheque for that amount.” He (M.
Blake) was prepared to curs this defect
in the Epghsh law by the Jast of his
resolutions, which provided thai, before a

' member took his seat, he should take an

oath that he has not paid, and wili not pay
apy moneys except through an aunditor.
There could be no doubs shat throughont
the country, on occasions of contested olec-
tione, there was a very large amount of ex-
penditure prohibited by law, expenditu:e
calculated unduly to igfluence the eleciors
There was no doubt the evil was Increasing;
and there was no doubt that a cousiibuency
once debauched would remain so for a long
time. This being the case, it was ol tno
greatest consequence that the House should
address itself with all zeal and earnestness to
the important cousideration how i% should
preserve the purity of elections. This was
a country in which we could not permit
the same procees of expenditure to go ouw
without being productive of results much

more calainitous than in England, and for

this reason, that as a general rule, men were
neither poor nor rich. That was to say,
we did not find a candidate to waom six

bundred dollars were indifferent; and f |

election experditures were allowed to go oa
the result would be that candidates, waen
they had bought, would censider themselves
entitled to sell. He believed if his resolu-
tions passed they would do more to prevent
corrupt practices than anything which had
been dons before. It would be better ‘or
the House to pass a law to prevent there
practices than to pass one to punish them
after tiey had taken place, and it wou'd
acccmnplish that which they all believed in,
namely, purity ot election for members of
this Houee. (Hear, hear )

The resolutions having beea read by the
Speaker,

Atty.-Gereral MACDONALD said he had

alnays used the intluence of kis posltion

againegt the committal of any act of brivery
and corruption at elections, He advozated

*the most stringent punichment that could be

reasonably enforseq, ard which could be a3k

ed of the Legielature to enact,with a view &5
preveut the offences under question. I¢
would be found on reference to the journals
of the House that he had been instrumensal
in causing parties to be prosecuted at the bar
of justice. lle stood clear on this question,
pre=
pared to go the length proposed by the hon

member, The l.egislature of Oatario hac
placed in the session of 1868 69 a statute on
the book, the provisiong of which were as
stringent as any in the world, The hon

gentleman wished to go still further, aad
would not wait tosece the re.ailt of the Bill
relating to the trial of controverted elections
now hefore

the Houte.
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| told by the organs of the Oppositicn
that there wa:s no excrcidsa of sgound
statesmanship on ] part of the
Government, that there was no patriotism
o that i‘]'f!"q. that t ¢ motivos i the (3,ve
eroment were golely vpecunisry, and tha
| ha pnrasvvwm; ™r “, ] e 3 ) *
il tl-‘u.. [= T l-li‘."‘ ]r - lli-t‘l-l i | L til:-lnn. !i'ﬂ:-.'hl "I‘. 1—1 ﬁ;";j._{ ll‘:.
tas .ue t-FL 1@ hon, memosrior -:':-Uv.l. Ll i;:il H - I
but he would hke to lnow Dow it was tha
-y -mrer - » . . : %
‘t!t:.j, ;{'at 0N 5 A Y e 1;-1-.1 1{:{1;1‘.3-_-1- cCam
npon the recne? The hon. gentleman than
*.. . 3 ... = Y '. i S ] T, - |
El] ul.f{‘\ln 1i L"..l‘ L'JIII‘# alill :'r“r LN ir.l'i ‘-:!:;lJIU."'H i‘;l.ll
regard to the coutrse of the Reformers in on.
p'.?ﬂ‘ll'.'." ‘:'*‘1'. 1201 D0 s bl 1 the Parlian :It
of the late Province: of Canada, contendine
. 1. i . ; R
that the Clcar Lirll eeetion uad ¢ppozed 1
= " TR . . | ] - 1
measure which he, as a Helormer, considers
ed it right to introduce iuto the pregent hge
\ - 1 - A
seaubly, aud which was then adopted. 'Thi
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abandar went of their pii 1Cipies,ig refusiag to
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¥ support a measure
' ly been in favour,
S| general election, and on

of whioh thoy ha

( ‘onfederation wagbrought aboub il was Ges'r-
able that no change should take plae in v3¢
law respecting elections and the pgmahm;ru-
of bribery, There was no more stringens Iaw
than the one now in force.

Mr. BLAKE gaid it was the old law.

Attv..Glen. MACDONALD raid thi}hl“ 1
1 ' : % 7 W e
who then refused LQ'J_J'-—‘-M aa. A% T Lue

view of preventing biitery, were now 1r"&r;-,-im.r_z;
to carry still further the insagure waich tha,
once Up;ﬁ:ﬂ-’.ﬂﬂ.

Mr. McKELIL AR —Tel! us the names oi
these men,

uin-E r' lr“‘l- . _'-::'. kb -i
took placo on tho eve of a JEigins
the ground Chat until FEEEEEEE

o

h he th "+ 'nefliracions, but which he
which he thought Ine c10us, h}li“" :
now, when in%rodnced by the _G-welrnm%at,
thought would supersede anybhing e !;. ne |
hon. geatleman then thought that the pt:a:
visions of the Bill did not go fac ennugn,h:a 3
now the leader of the Government told him

; : So far
that he was quite wrong in doing £0. ar |
as regarded the ground taken, that the Ele:-

w and the Controverted Elections Bill
were new and untried, he would tell the
Houte that these measures were not new ic
the country from which they were ta!ﬁeu.
The hon. gentleman had boasted of his Elec.
tion Law, but that law was substantially
{he same as that passed in England maay

tion

ears ago, The question consequently was
| Ey no mgennu a novel one And with regard

Atty.-Gen. MACDONALD eaid he wou'd
Jeave that to the hon. member. 1t was
 stated by the ion, ‘gentlemcn opposiie that
his Government was a Tory one, but the gen-

tlemen on his side of the House did not pro- d

fees this, He claimed that it was a Govern:
ment of the people, and for himself, defied
any one to peint to a siogle act of his which
showed thas he had ever had any proclivities
other than those of a Reformer. In the
Derinlon House ke had heard the leader of
tke O pposition there stato that, he would be
satistied if the Independence of Parliamen’ |

' there was a good deal of bribery and corrup-

Act and the Election Law, which had been
pasced by the Ontario |.2gislature, were |
' pessed by the House at Ollawa, Bub it
| secmed that this would not do here, for they
must be more gure than the Ottawa House.
The hon. gentleman would not wait to sec
the result of the trial of contreverted elec
tione vuder the Bill proposed, but introlucad
there resolutions. The Attoracy-Genera: |
then «fioted at length the clauses in the |
Electicn Bill of 1565-9, showing the fhnes |
which were inflicted in cases where bribery |
kad besn proved; the diference, he explained,
bet ween the Bill and the resolutions propis-
ed beirg that the hon, member for South
Bruce withed to make it imprisonment 10
gtead of a tine, They kad not a sullinens |
| amount of money in the country t> render
| it neceesary that they should introdace more
stringent regulations than were in force in
Fugland, where far greater temptations to
Ibritery were offered, on acconnt of the much
tgreater wealth of the candidates in that
country. There was only one constliueny
in Canada at the last election which could be
said to reach at all this stage, that of South
(Ontario,

Mr. FERGUSON —Youn gave some of the
money spent there yourseli., (Hear,) |

Atty,-Gen, MACDONALD sald he never
gave a cent. The hon. geantlemen opposite
wished, it scemed, to pass an Acl to protecs
themselves from themselves, The members
on the (iovernment side did not want 1t, for
they had not the money to spend, and consze-
quently he was not prepared to alter or
amend the Act wkich was now the law, aad
the provisions of which would shortly woe
carried out under the direction of the Suns
1toc Courts, With regard to the resolutions
themeelves, the hon. member for Sou.
Bruce did not state how the auditor was to ™
be appoiuted, |

Mr. BLAKE—Does the hon. gentleman |

Inow how the auditor is appoiated in Eag-
land ?

Atty.-Gen, MACDONALD-—I suppise it |
1s 1n the Act.

Mr. BLAKE—Yes, but the hon. gentle- |
man does tot know, (Hear.)

Atty,-Gen. MACDONALD thought tho

House was not Eiﬁpued toappoint an audiior |
who was to |

state what were legitimate ex-
penges or not. By'the action of the resolu. |
tiong, if a member gave a small doucsus to a
boy for holding a horse during the progress
of an election, 1t would have the offcct of
rendering it void. The Government intendeo
to try the present Acts, and if they were
not found to act well, sda the opinion of tle
bon. member, he could eome down again with
a pioposition to improve them, He would,
theretore, move that all the words alter

1

c 38,

' reeolutions were carried out,

- Houee, who bad taken a

tions; arguing that the

‘“ that” be expunged, and that it read as
follows :—“That this Housa is of opiaion
that the provisions contained in the Klection
Law of 18¢S may be taken as sufiicient pro
tection against bribery and undue iafluence . |
at elections, until it was more clearly de. -
monstrated to the coutrary,” (Hear.) ; I

No other member rising to speak,

Mr. BLAKE replied to what, he said, he
mutt by courtesy call the * arguments’ of real
the hon. Attorney-Genersl (Hear.) Th-
hon, Secretary had, in the course of the de.
bate last session on the Controverted lec
tions Bul, stated (he quoted his words):—-
*“ If candidates were mado to take an oath. |
and every eclector compelled to take th:.
eame, they might have some check to brikery
and corruption,” (Hear) The hon Secre-
tary then opposed his (Mr. Blake’s) measure,
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irresponsible, and who might be the fri
_or enemy of a particular candidate,

to the Controverted Elections Bill, not oaly
had Fngland ‘ but
also contained the provisions contained in
the middle three of his five resolutions, To
pay, therefore, that they were enterinz upon
a wholly experimental course of legisiation,
and one which experience showed was unne.
cessary, was to say that which the expe-
rience of the mother country had proved not
to be correct. They had a stringent Bribery
Act at the last election, but wuevertheless

tion, and large illegal expenses ircarred; and
the rule could not be denjed that this cor
ruption was likely to ineréa He thought
thay would be acting a prudent, patriotic
part in end ca®ouring, hefore the pext general
election, tH make the law as eflieghive c:
poesiblc. The honourable gentieman has
maée, in thke course of an historical
survey, a furicus orslanght on both hie
friende and foes for refusing to aid 12 pass
ng an Act to further secura purity at tte
clertiony in V507, and he (Mre, Blake) wozld
refort vpon the hon gentleman hie own
worcs, and say that be and those who, un-
der his leadership, would now reject his
(Mr. Blake's) measure, were guilty of the
crime which the hon. gentleman bad charged
—he (AMr..Blake) cared not whether rightly
or wrongly—against his friends and foes.
(Hear, hear) This was the plain state of
things. XNo argnment had been used
agalost the resolutions, but the House had
bad to listen to a long account of the griev-
anc ® which the hon gentleman had satier.
G engary was a% the time of the elec.
tions the unly pire constituency, according
to the hon., Attorney-General, at that time;
ku* new he said that South Ontario was the
only corrupt one. Such was the regard for
truth and accuracy of the bon. gentlemaa,
The Government, having thrown the penals
of impritonment out of the vld law on the
erroncous statement that they had no power

the Bill as proposed, but it .
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to enact it, now said that they would not re-

gtore it becausze it was not required. It wae
trve that if the principles in his (Mr. Blake's)
some ‘of tae
Atiorney-General’'s supporters might experi.
ence tome awkwardness in taking their seats
after an election. What member of the
part in a contested
election, did not know that there was a con-
riderable expenditure of money which the
law said was calculated to corrupt the con-
stituencies and interfere with the purity of
electiors? This was a state of things likely
to continue. Was ita state of things for
which it was the intereet of the country that
it should continue ? He answered, No. I
might, indeed, be for the interests of men
who knew they had persuaded the corrupt

porgons of their constituencies to elect them |

to oppose the passing of these resolutions,
But it was not for the interests of men whose
courte in this House was such as to com-
mard the approval of the majority of
their constituents., The passage of this law
would be a boon to the country, and there
was nothirg this session he more desired than
that the House should go into committee of
the whole on these resolutions,

My, T. FERGUSON opposed the resolu-
present law was
stringent enough for all purposes. The hon
member for Scuth Bruce had not shown ¢hat
the English law bad jroved effective; and
tucrefore he (Mr. Ferguson) would oppose
the House going into committee on the reso
lutiors. (Cries of *‘sit down.”)

Hon., Mr, WUOOD rose to address the
House.

Mr. BLAKE said the hon, geatleman
should have spoken previously to him (Mr
Blake) making his reply. He (Mr. Blake
bad waited for
choten to speak.

Hoa, Mr. WOOD said he had intended to
speak but could not get the opportunity., He
would now say that as far as his observation
had gone, bribery to a great extent
had never been practised in this count: y
The cffect of these resolutions would be the
appointment of an auditor who would be

ead

————— e ——— e -

the Treasurer, bat he had not |



