mon _School ‘pystem of this. country. !
: stated that the Chief Sa- f
perintendent of Education was a Inan of great © -

Lhe Beﬂret.n-y had

L]

experience, and that we ought to listen to
s 'm'l_ﬁonl and .adopt soem. Ua a for-

. smnending the Girammar School Acts, he
(Mr. Blake) had stated that it Wwas
not the mere right, but the bounden |
duty of the House to form its own
judgment and decide upon (uestions of this
description., He denied vhen, and he denied
now, tbat the House was called on, at the
dictum of any man, no matter hOW learned

| be might be, or how experiensed, %o bow

' down 1ts jadgment to him in matters of tuis |

| kind. (applause) He (Mr. Biake) would

- be ashamed to go back to his constuitucnta

- and say that in any one particular, ia woich

his reason had coavinced him he vas rignt,

he had failed to exercise his reason, e

| propesed to give this Bill due consideralion, ‘J

but woald ¢xercise his own judgmuui 12 SpPLLS
' of the suggeations of the Cnief Saperintend
ent. Let the Chief Superinivndoat prepare
a meassure for the Common and Gran. |
mar Schools of Outario — emoOracng oLk
—and the Hoase might cousider 1t
(Hear, hear.) Then we should have
a relief from that painful process ol
‘incubation through which this Bill mast
pass before 16 should cowe oui of Com-

wittee. (Laughter.) Wuh reicrence o
the (question of free schools, :
scartily and cordially agreed 1a  the

aspiration that the schocls of whis couniry
should become free. Eat he was bound to,
point out thas the argumen's in the publish.
~ed remarks by the Chief superintendens, 1a
- which it was proposed to tske that step,
showed a very great fallacy. He would assume
the data given by the Chief Sugerintendent |
to be accurate, and not susceptivle of ob: i
jection, It was highly satisfactory that as |
the intelligence and the circamstauces of the
couniry aavanced, we shouid see a healthy
progress toward the goal we all desired to°
sen soon attained. But he did not know
that progrees, however grand and rapid, was
an argument for interfering with the whole.
scme process urder which vhis improvemen’
w.s gorg on, He did not know i1 it were an
arguent to say tbat uauder the natural
cperations of laws which aliowed 1%s sohool.
to beccma free, we thould step in and make |
these echools free in spite ol the wishes o
the people. 1f the data were cocrest 1t would
‘be said that tthe House was ouly legislatiny
in advance, But it was not so inface. 11 )
the House looked at the record of the
amounts levied in aid of the common echools
it would fizd that 12 15:9 toas amcun:
was by 10 means insizmilicaat —1a tach the
sl amouktea b0 $45,000. Ihe suwa lovied
bylthe rate bill in cities, towns and villages
ir 1866, was §19,500; n 1867, £20,900; in
1869, §22,300 . in 186y, £23,343. Did these
tignres 1wdicate that the public sentiment 10
¢ities, towns and villages— not withstanding
the extersive burden of taxation th?' had to
bear in comyarison with counties — id these
figures indicate such a decided prozress to-
wards the adcption of the principle of free
schools, as to lead to the supposition that
there (was a universal coacurrence on that
pornt  In the cournties, where thn.ta.u.tiun, |
as compared with towns, was nominal, they |
were goiog on, he rejoiced to say, In the di- |
rection of iree schools; but, in the cities,
rowns and vilages they were pot going on 80
fast He dreaded, if the Housse should
choose to sweep off by one blow the sum de-
rived from the rate bill, nearly $20,000 a
year, by declaring that the schools should be
f1ce- be dreaded that, in doing so, the House
vould iviure the cause of education. If the
Fleuse called on the Municipalities to pro-
vide, by direct taxation, the sum of £24 000
"in additiun to their present burdens, it would
pot help the cause of education. What
was destructive to the argument for
‘hese free schoo!s was the fact that. out of
4,500 echoo's in Ontario, 4,000 were nOw
{free. In his humble opinion, it would be

better to leave the adoption of the principle

of free schools to the people themselves,
ratker tham have alaw on the subject. (Ilear,
hear.) With rcference to compulsory educa-
ticp, his own opimion was thas, except in
_cities, this clause would not be found a living

letter of the law. KEven ia cities to a large

extent, and in counties almost entirely, the .

law would be a dead letter, He agreed

with the hon. member for Lincoln (Mr Ry- '

kert) on the subject of perpetual imprison-
men
must be an accidental error in the Bill, acd
be weuld, therefore, pass it, With reference
to compulsory education, his opinion was,
| that we could get that
we could procure under any compulsory sys-
tem by & judicious management and liberal
exvenditure of money in connection with

oor Common School system. Oar popu-

This perpetual imprisonment clause

degree ot education
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neylecte!

Jation was rot indifferent %o schc
cation the man who was
ful of it, as far as his
conterped, was just the man Who
ocould not be forced by any process to pay

. | the five dollars or go to gaol. (Hear, hear.) ,
: | At the present time it was safe to say thas *"
one out of every four—men, women and chil. |
dren—in the Province of Ontario were golng .
to school. (Hear, hear) He did not be. -
lieve that the compulsory clause ought to be ‘1

enforced, could be enforced, or, a8 a rule that

it wotild do any goodst all. Wi h regard to
" the Is made on the subjest of educa-*
_ tion, he ocould not help expresiing the
repetition of the feelings of apprehension he .
| ventured to state on that point in the debate.
. outheaddress. The more he had reflected
" on'the matter the more difficulty he had felt
as to the peseibility of our dealing thoroughly,
. in the present state of our schools, with the
 subjects tho Bill proposed to deal with., He
'looked firet of all at the salaries of teachers |
of our Common Schools, and secondly at the .
rumber of children they were called on to |
educate. He was obliged to say that he did
' pot believe that we could, in our presen
state, according to what he saw in the re-
ports presented as to the proficiency of
these schools in reading, writing, and arith-
- metic, and having regard to the salaries we,
' paid the teschers—he did mot believe we
" could attempt to introduce into our Common
ScLools instructions ia new branches, with-
_out a diminution in the practical brancheg
" of  readin writing and aritbmetic, *

He would rather, if it was proposed to add
these subjects of instructlon, proceed with

gicat caution, aud apply them %o the Gram-
mar Schools, in which children of greater |
age were inctructed. He thought, if the ex-
1 eriment was tried ab all, that it would be’
preferable that it should be tried first at
the Grammar Schools before they attempted

. to engraft it on the Common School educa-
tion, He had stated in his specch on the
address that he would rejoice if this ccheme
were practical, as applied to the Common
Schools ; but he could not see its practi.
cality—he could not see what knowledge
they could give the seacher which would be
of any consequence, or which he would be
able physically to impart to the pupils, after
teaching reading, writing and arthmetic to
the number of prpils that nsually were found
in the Common Schools. He was afraid that
while g.asping at a shadow, thevmizht toa
‘ large extent loze the subst.uce; that at-
tempting to go biyher, they might lose their
balance, and fall away from the state in whica
they were now. (Hear,) With reference to
courty inspectors, speaking theoretizally,
he thought their apporntment was desirable,
that is if good ana suitable men could be |
cccured. ITe was not iuflaenced in the ma’-
ter in the slightest degree by the question of
money ; but he wanted to sec that the
a.orey was money was not spent for naught,
snd he d'd not believe that at the proposed
price they would get men who would
make that improvement inthe inspector-

ship which was  desirable,  (lcar)
S0 far as he bhad Dbeen able to .
ohtain informstien, he believed that

. towrship inspectors were obtained at a very
moderate rewuneration, becaute they were
wen of gome degree of leisure, and their
dutics could be accomplighed consistently
| with the cischarge of other daties, Bat if;
they were go'ng to have eflicient inspection
of a large pumber of schools by ons man, hs
was afraid that the sum proposed to be
¢iven would not produce the articlerequirad |
Cheers.) With regard to the terms in whizh °
| it was proposed that the inspector should be |
paid, he could not understand why the Gov-
eroment insisted on the clause giving them
the power of ditmissal. 1t wounld really ap-
_pear as if the Government thought that the
public money voted by the House to be ex-
vended among the people of the country was
_their own. He thought the people of ths
conntry had sufficient confidence In tas
county Loards to leave it to them to decide |
whether the Inspector was unqualified, or .
was ¢ eserving of dismissal (Hear ) It was,
| 3 wiserable attewpt on the part of the Gov- |
ervment to take away their neritage by ol
fering the country a mess of pottage—by:
| « Merng to bribe them with tueir own mounsy.
(Hear.) The same argument might be applied
{o the case of muuicipalities, over tha reeves
snd  treasurers of which the Government
" wight ¢laim the power of dismissal or ac
ccurt of malfessamce in the distribution of
public moneys paid to such municipalities.
te could not see''the reason why this
.lause, which was po distae‘eful to a
large majority of the House last
scesion, and was, he believed, disiasteful
' 10 3 majority now, should be again intro’
"duced, Asto the question of cerriticates, 1%
was clear by the answer extracted from the
How, Secretary that it was nof inteaded to~
deart fiom avy of tne powers faken by the

-

.1- j " 1 3= o
I

children were | |

 gay that it was not intended to dcal with the

| ard bad been found ineffective ; for a recors
' to centralization such as proposed ought not
' to be 1e:o0:ted to unlese rome greal

-:_.
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Biil The practical regait would be that the
dsy the Bill was presed the Council of Publied =
Justruction might mest and settle 1ts terms, :
and by them superrede the (ualification of
every teacher in the coun'ry. (liear) 1%
wss all very well for the hou. gentleman to |

teachers unfairly, but the hon. gentioman
was not the *¢ Council of Public Instruction ”
They a'l kincw who was the Council—tha$ it
was the Chiet Superintendent (hear), and
that for all practical purpeses, where they.
found the words in the bul, ‘‘accoidiag to
l:w,” or * Council of Public Instruction,”
they might insert the words * Chief Super-
intendent.” The teachers’ certificates were
granted by County Boards and were revok. _
able by them, but the hon. gentleman had S
not sufficient confidence in them, and insisted Y
that anotber power should supersede the

b ards, thus placing ir the hands of the

Chief Superintendent every Common School -
teacher of the 4,000 odd who held their cer-

tificates from County Boards, to be dealt

with at his pleasure, He quite demurred to

such a proposition. (Hear.)" 1f the hon

gentleman was prepared to say that the

tca.he: s throughout the country at the pre-

sent time were not possessed of proper qual.

ifications, let him say so, and if it was _-
ncceseary in  the public Interest that .
they ahould better their attainments |
and pass another examination before they
continued their duties, let it be done. Let |
the House be told by the hon gentleman k3
that the knowledge of this deficiency, having x B
come to the head of the Educational De- .
partment, he had communicated it to tha |
ceunty boards, and that the county boards
bad refus:d to do their duty, so that the ex-
isting Jaw under which the country enjoyed
eclf-governing powers had been fairly tried,

public
good should require it, (Hear.) He passed i, .
jrom the suhject of common schools with i
tLis chiervation that there were scveral R
wiror clauges to which his attention had
tcen directed, but he would refer to them
Actail when the House was in commities. '
Fle would now turn to the question of Gram- B
mar Scheols, 1here was, to a certa'n ex-
rer %, a feeling in the minds of the ple of “
the country that they had nobt much to do _ '
L with CGremmear Schoo!s, that taey were n.to |
for the berefit of the whole country, bnt |
cylv for the learned professions. It was an |
entire mistohe to treat what were called She
esrned professicns a8 ome class, and the
covntry at large as snother. (Hear, hear,)
How lene weuld cur learned professions exe * >
st if they were not absolutely eesential ©o
the prosperity and well being of the country:
st larce? How long would the instituticns
"upon which the learacd professions exist cone
tinue if they were mot realiy essential to our.
cxistence a8 a civilized people? We ars
obliged to lock within our own borders for
‘l'e mwen who are %o take care of onr souls,
cur bedies, and our estates We cannot im-
~port the material; we have to raise it and to
¢’ necate it; and if we are not preparad to re-,
gard cur whole eystem of public instructio
“s5 cne harmonious whole, designed to give
o thercat mase of the people as largs a
edvea‘ion as their time, meane and oppor-
enity will enable them to get ; designed
l:o to afford to thoss who, by taleng
| cp snperior adveanfage on the part:
| f their pavents may hope £3 ure thy meaas
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 f yisirg, net through ore institution merely..
tut as far as may be througk insatutions
centtered brecadcast over the country, wWo ar
v 1lictir g a fatal blow upon our hopes of fa’
tvre greatpess, . (Hear, hear ) We must, as
ar as pessible yrovide throughout the cran

1y for thoe who have supeny anlises ¢

greater industry getting a superior education
pecessary to epnable them to rise. Who
amongst us, even the most indastrious, did
not regret that we had spent s0 many hours
in idleness tbat might Ee been spent in
perfecting hia 8ducation ? Who did not fe:=l
that he owed a large measure of his succass
to the education he had acqdired? Who |
was \.Phnru thap did not igl that a serions
blow wes inflicted upon superior educatioa
by centralizing the means of obtaining it,
and 2q preventing many an aspiring youth
.from taking the first steps in a superior ed-
rln]m' hmF -th.:lmm mlm within
is reach,” l'rop he cou rtawmn
of SIT financial ¢ fects ::uh Bo.lf:;:n the
Grammar Schools, he oonvinced it would
be perfectly ruinpus to them. In the-first
place, he would call attention of the
House to the fact that“ia certain localities
the grammar schools wepe placed to a cer-
tain extent in competition wita common
“schools, Now, if the common schools were
made free, and the grammar schools, in or-
_der to sustain themselves, were oblizedtoin
pose a rate; the latter will be placed 2t a
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