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gobiog |
asturarce from the depsrtment to this effzct, |

if wag impossible to do it. (Hear.) Wiih
reference to the subject watter of the reso.
lutio'.t_m, to which he would refer betore re-
marking on the mode n whichit was proposed
to carry them out, it is intended to deal
with that portim of the public lsnds which
~ @re yet unpatented. Of the four classes o’
which the public lands of the country con.

.i.t‘ed? t'ﬂ Dt thﬂn the Iﬁlalu $das

' D- - -anvi8
o deal ""F'_ oy an amendment which the

hon. Commissioner intended to introduce, he
was glad to bear that power wae to be taken
Lo deal with the third; but the fourth c'ass
was pot touched at all. There was no doabt
that at one time school, clergy,and grammar
gchool lands might have been looked upon
as trust lands, Of these threo classes, only
one remaincd at this time a trust fund in the
sense in which this Province was interested,
namely, the amount of money which we ob.
taived from this land. This was the clergy
lande, the only one with which the hon.
Commissioner now proposed to deal; the
other two had ceaged to be trust funds, so
far as Ontaiio was concerned, by the action
of his own Government, Last sesgion the
hon, Treasarer introduced a measure, with
which he (Mr. Blake) heariily agrecd,
sweeping away the special funds cf the
grammar and common school lands, and pro-
viding that the amount of monays that conld
ke got from them should be paid to the con-
solidated revenue ¢f the cocuntry,

Hon. Mr. WOOD —There i3s no doubs of
that,

fr. BLAKE read the Aot referred to, and
pro-ceded to say that the bon. C mmissiner
of Crown Lands was congequently inacenrate
e referring to the income from tae:e lauds
as now belonging to spocial fands., He

wouid turn their attention to the amount of |
arrears as they stood on the 31l.t December, |

1868, which was the latest date at which ths
House had avry information Qi courss,
there had tYteen considerable pavments
gince that time, but for all practical pur.
potes. this account wouid do. 1%
seemed that the total smount thasl
was dus on Crown lands at that tm»
both principal and interest, was $1,103,C0

the total amount on clergy lands, $1, 113,000,
ﬂlhﬁlg_gtutul of 52,145,000 The total on
common echool lands was $1,257,000, Of the
four clastes the commeon school wasg the
largest In amount, aud repregented a very
large portion of the aggregate Taking tho
four countiés of Bruce, Grey, lHuron and
Perth, which were the counties, with the ex-
ception of Wellington, most Jargely indebicd

»

to the Crown, he found that there was dus |

on Crown lands, by the four counties, the
sum of £054,000 ; on clergy lands, $119,000;

oa grammar school lands, §116,000, situste |

wholly ia the county of GGrey ; and on com-
wmen school lands, §1,285,000 {'he hon,
gentlemen proposed to recognise the pro.
priety of awcing the seitiers on the grammar
scheol Jands, and thercfore he would with:
draw that amount {rom his comparison, and
add it to the Crown and clergy lands, Hae
iovpd itat in round numbers two thirds ol
the amount of arrears were duae upon lands
which would not be dealt with at all, Ho
was extremely glad that the non. gentioman
bad come to the decision he had with refer.
ence to the grammar school lands, because
be had reason to believe that the whols of
the townehip of Proton was composed of
grammar echool lands, of an extremely in.
ferior character, While he was glad to ob-
serve this more liberal policy oa the part of
the Government, he deplored that the seeds
of discontent, from a feeling of wrong and in-

proposad -'

justice, theuld ke Ernpnaml to be sown in |

these four counties
crement proposed to take.

there were £210,000 on Crown lands,
while thete was $570,000 on commm
school lands ; in  Grey, §144,000,

y the courss the Gov. '
(tHear,) Take
the case of kis own county : He fouud that |

on Crown lands, and $22,000 on Clergy, .

and 116,000 on Grammsr Sckool lands,
while there was $£500,000 on Common School
Jagde., In Huaron $£8,000 on Crown, and
$6,500 on Clergy, while there was $167,000
on Common School lands. In Perth $142 -
000 on Crown and Clergy lands, and $51,-
000 cn Sckool lands. (ilear ) Whl‘! would
be the case if the men in one township were
to te told that becanse tbey boughslauds
which were to be devoted to CommonSchool
furcs. but which were now to a large ex.
tent devoted to revenue, they were to ob:
i zin no relief, while other men who had sct-
tled on clergy and other landsg should re-
ceive relief ? (Hear ) He fﬂ# hﬁ'hahn\rﬂ
that the House wou'd wthict upon .th?c:-
tle;s on Common dckool lands thizdnjas.
tice.

REAT . o : _an d

8.

HongeMr. WOOD —(Ironically) Hear, 5

a——

l'
1
|

I'l_

. Mr BLA }-:E__My hon f:iend cries ”hear, : _.
“Leur” before he is out of the wood. (Lond ¢

Jaughter.) It was said and with some dg.
| prec of truth, that having rcg;“-d to the dii-g

poeition of Common School lande, the eg.
vince would stend in a very different posj-.
tion with reference fo the ecttlers on thege
lands than with those on tke Crown andg
Clergy lends, 1t was worlhy of consideras
tion "vhefher relief should be extended to’
the tettlers on Common School lands wpon

 the ssme principle in its entirety as was to

be followed in the case of the other settlers,
Jut supposing it was said that because
Lower Canada was receiving a cerfain pro-
portion at the present time—four ninthg—
and after 1871 a much smaller proporiion of ;

~ the proceeds of these lands, that they could |
mot abate upon the whole arrearsin these f{

lands, be wanted to know why if they conld
not do entire justice, they could not do par.:
‘tial justice? (Hear.) Was there any reazon
wiy, to the very large extent that Oatario!
Lereell was going to receive of the proceetls |
of these Common School lands, it was not.
‘peerible for them to do full justice? If they:
could npt give to these pocr people the
who'e cf the abatement to vhich they would
te entitled if they were settlers on Crown. .
clergy, or Grammar School lands, why ﬂnuf&
ttey not give them the five-ninths which the
crovince was entitled to receive? Such a
plan wight require some consideration to see
10w they were going to arrange with these.
persons to do them justice, But it must not .
he forgoiten that the Government had in its
bands the collection of thie money, and
tbere could be no difficulty in devising a
scheme whereby, to the extent the Province
recewved of the fund, justice should be done
to theee settiers  The hon, Commissioner of
Crown Lende had stated that the arrears of
profocpad ia interest on coue of these lacds

w e 80 large that the settlers could not piy

A

them, {"

Mr., WOOD—=XNot on these lands.

My, BLARF daid tbe hon. Comm ssioner

had spghen of the hich price of lands 1a
| lh.‘*’;—! and 1855, and thesd lands were then
t0ld,

DMy, RICHARDS—-Tiey wers all saddd at
¥2 arp acre. :

Mr. BULAKE—Does that determine thas
that was a right price for the whole of them?
Wobld the bhon. gentleman say thas unier
such a sale no case of haerdship or injustice
could gecur ?  (ilear, hear,) 1th reference
to the mwedein which it was proposed to
deal with the subject niatter of these reso.

| Jutiqns, he agreed with the hon, Commissioner
- i his remarks that there was no wider field |
for the exercise of patronage

. by the Government—if it was disposed to

and inflaencs

exercise it—than in the Crown Lands De
partment; and the hon. gentleman had pro-
ceeded to point out that the Government—on

w hich-he had beetowed the laboured eulogy,
which very possibly he felt in reference to
the Crown Lands Department, but which few
interested in the question wer2 disposed to
covcar—felt the difficulty, and did not act.
N, it had not acted; but it said, “‘let us act —
give us power. We acknowledge to you that
there is no field in which the Goverament
may exercise more influence and patfonage
impruperly than in the (‘rown Lands Depart-
ment,” and, making that frank declaration,
adds, ‘“ we take credit tojourselves that we
have not acted in this matter without asking
you to say to us, ‘we give you power to :in-
terfere at your own sweet wills in what you
yourselves say 15 a most fertile tield fo:
parliality and undue influence.”” (Hear |
He took the hon gentleman’s admiesion and

ovght to be extremely careful before it give
them the power. (Hecar, hear.) The hou.
gentleman said there was a cace of principal
| and one of interest, and laid down a rale of
decieion for the first, and with reference to
the second he said at the opening of his
speech that aline might be drawn somewhere,
and at its close that it was impossible to
draw a line at all, (Laughter.)
that the House must find at any rate some

e believed |

prisciple, some limit, on which this question
of interest should be considered. The House |
should recollect that the arrears of iaterest
were very nearly equal to the arrears of
principal.  They were asked to draw
a line with regara to one half of
the funds treated of, but with regard to
the other half, they were to leave that to
be treuted in a masner which might ap

ar equitable and just to the Commiasionor.

e thought the Iionse should call for somne

which to be (Hear.)
TR e st '
“the res ity o 0-

ak. . To that statement in a aualified

“-,_' : :

he drew from it the moral that the House I

i sure, d ratio deg ~that somede |
claration should ham s upon |
“ﬁm

~ sense he was not averse 'tto He

- would qualify it in this important .
- He maintained the House wl;onld be ma.
* gating its duty entirely—particularly after

the admiseion of the hon. Commissioner as to
the use that might be made of this matter—
if it did not lay down rules, and the mode of
action to be pursued, not only in reference to
the present Government, but to any Govern.
' ment that might come after it,

Mr. RICHARDS. —Then you must change

1

; ‘. the prectent law, which gives the Governmeat |

. power to fix the price of land.

Mr. BLAKE said he was not talking
‘abtout the  price of land. The observation
‘was evidently’of littlo moment, from the fact
that the lacds remaining unsold were oi
cemparatively little value,

- Mr, RICHARDS.—Put we have the |
1 POWECY, !
Mr BLAKE gaid the hon. member could |
not mean to say that this power was at all
aralogons to that of remisting a debt due to
the Ciown., (Hear) He would quote from |
the hon, gentleman’s re.sarks last session as to |
the lax practice which existed in this respect

The Lon. gentleman stated that il was Wron |
In principle to leave it to the dis
cretion of the Commissioner to throw off
micrest, and that the only way o deal with
iin 8 eatisfactory manner was by the ap.
._?;uu._{ifﬂ"; oL :uﬁpeuicr'a, who would deal
with the matter impartially, |

Mr, RICHARDS—I say so now. |

Mr. BLAKE—The hon gentleman may
say 20; the resolution does not. (Hear.)

Mr. RICHARDS —The resclution refers to
inspection.

Mr, BLAKE -That is not bere now, but
I interd that it shall be. (Cheers.) He
thought they ought not to give this power
to the Government, except aftsr and upon
the report of commissioners or in:pectors
who have seen the locality and taken the evi-
dence. Mr, Blake then quoted from Tne
GLoBE's report of Mr. Richards’ spesch in
the debate on the 22ed December, 1869:

“Now he had no besitation in saying that it
- was wrung in principle to leave it in the dis-
cretion of the Commissioner of Crown Lande
to throw cff intercst due on lands a% hisown
pleasure, or .at the suggestion cf any houn, |
member, He (Mr, Richards) would nod be
a perty to carrjing cut such a system.”
'Tt was wrong, then, notwithebanding the
hop, gertleman’s epeech that afternoon,

Atty..Gen, MACDONALD and DMr,
WOUOD—Ge on,

¢ Mr. BLAKE—I am going on, (Langhter.)

““The only way to settle it in a satisfactory
manrer was to appoint inspectors, who coald
deal with the matter impartially.”

Were they to have inspectors now ?

Mr. RICHARDS—I tell the hon. gentle.
men that we are to bave iospectors, (Hear.)

Mr. BLAKE maintained that nothing
should be done except on the report
of the irepector, the Goveinment as-
ruming the responsibility when acting on his
report; and if diesaticfied with 1¢ they shou's
have the power of orderinz a new one to be
taken, They cuzht to have this in the reso. |
‘utions befcre them. 1% was a dufficult and
delicate (uestion for the House to have to
ceal with., They must recollect the cases of
a Jarge number of s:ttlers who had paid for
their lande, and they must taie care thas
they did not legislate in such a way as to
do injustice, or excite any fesling 1a the
minds of the older settlers that injustice has
heen dore, Full justice and liberality in
everything necessary for fair and liberal deal
ing between the Crown and the new settler,
ke was coufident the older settiers would
apree to and endorse; but they will be ex-
tremely jealous of the provisions which
would give the Governmeng, without auny
ratw decidendi or basis upon which to decide,
the power, at 1ts own pleasure, to remit the
tterestof a willion and a half dollars, or re.
nit the principal also in some cases. Ile |-
seld they were entitled to demand that there |
should Le full security that there should be
1 0.dpjustice done. The resolutions, or the
p.eature founded on them, would require se- |
ricns® 2mendment; wnd a distinet pledge, or |
guarsviee, weuld have to be givean by the |
Government that they would fairly and im-
partially excrcise the power granted to them.
He tencluded by ri t to the changes |
which had taken plagé:, e views of the
Hon, Commissioner: wn Lands, the |
Attorrey.General and the Trea:urer, all of
whoem had nn(;:u considered tl;lt the country
wag governed very corruptly, though the
conversion of the latter twop had takem place
at a later Cay. 2

Hon Mr. WOOD eaid bahad never changed |
his opinions, However, the past was pass,
and we had now to deal with the resent,




