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. strictions. He did not deny that they were
' pot what they should be, and Government
\ should see that they were what they should
be. But he objected to depriving the peo-
ple of the right of choosing their Superian-
tendents. For his part he felt it his duty ¢
oppose the cha-ge.

Mr., SECORD said the House had received
petitions againse this proposed chaunge, but
pene in favour of it, and he could not believe
they desired a change. The new saystem
would be an expeneive one. 1t would be like

| & threashing machine, (laughter,) giving a
| great deal of straw and a little wheat, re
| would stand up like a man against this
Ii change, (Laughter. )

Mr. RYKERT said a large number of his | |
covetituents were in favour of appiinting |

county superintendents,
Mr, TROW was opposed to the change.

Mr. McDOUGALL was in favour of
this clause. It was advisable to appoint
some cone to this cffice who could devote all
his time to the performance of the dutisa ap-
pertaining to it.

Mr, CHRISTIE said hebelieved that theee
were many Counties whith approved of
county superintendents, and the interests of
such Comnties were better served by
the appointment, He believed also that
many Counties were much better served
by the appointment of local superintendents,
consequently he would much prefer to leave
their appointment optional as was the case
now, believing that much greater satisfaction

l Mr. CALVIN for one had no objections to |
’ place townsbip superintendents under due re-

| member of the House would
. | by the logic or
% f:ﬂ- Norfolk.

would be the result in the working of the
School system.

strongly on this clause of the Bill, and have
petitioced againat it generally.

Mr. LOUNT would be prepared to accept
this clause if an inducement were offsred
to secure s man competent to discharge she
onerous duties of a county superintendent.
1 he remuneration proposed was not safficient
to procure the men best qualified for the po-

The County which he rep- F
resented (Wentworth) felt, he believed, |

| sition. He could not support this abolition |
- of local superiatendents without sesing soma |

| provision made to supply their place with |
competent ofiicers.

Mr. MCKELLAR said there was no part
of the Bill ho would more heartily support
than this clause. In bis County, after ons
failure in the operation of the county super-
intendent system, they had got the right
man in the right place, and the gentleman
had well fulfilled his duties. He thought
that with the salary proposed they would be
able to secure the services of qﬂnﬁﬁed men,
which was notalways done under the present
- syefem. ile wished to ask the Prov. Sacretary
whether the Board of Education would take

such steps as not to exact a toosearching ex-
amination from the city superintendeats.
' They had been told that such a course would

his charge would do more to advance the
canse of popular education than anythin
clse, He would support the clause with
his heart. Hear, hear).

Mr. SCOTT (Grey) also spoke in support
ot the clause.

Mr. SEXTON did not think there was any

| desire on the part of the people for this

change, and he would therefore oppose

it

Hon. Mr. CAMERON said the system had
been tried in the neighbouring country, and
had proved eminentiy successful.

Mr. McCALL (Norfolk) said the people of
his conetituency had held meebings and con-
cidered this measure thoroughly, and they
had come to the decislon that there was no

i this change. It would impose
g7 f1:1:1 charge nngtha Province of over

ditio .
gﬂfgﬁ& per year.  This money, if applied

" when

~ they

Jirectly to the use of schools, would sapport
120 additional schools. b
not suppose Lhat any
o By i 85 carried away
eloquence of the hon. member
The opinicn ;f some t;ttth;t
entleman’s constituents was nos o be
?:;ngn an expression of the views of the
cutire Province on the subject. He (Mr. C)
believed there was a growing desire on the
part of the people for the change, and he
had no hesitancy in giving it his hearty sup-

ort. ‘
: Mr. FERGUSON believed township

superintendents would answer the require-

that as long as the majority of t-{la
I?E?J;]:lfiaru satisfied with the present sta'e
of affairs, it was impolitic to make a change,
At any rate, it would be well to let the pso-
ple consider the matter a little longer beiore
] action.
Ef:::gnmtiﬂir own affiirs, and should be
allowed to do so, He would, thoreiors, vobe

sgainst the clause. .

Mr. .CODE could not agree with the
emarks which had just talien fru@
tho last speaker, that the peopla

not be followed with the county superintea-
dent, and he hoped that there would be no

exceptions made in respect to the city super-
intendent,

Hon, Mr. CAMERON sald the offica was
only an annaal one, and there could be no
idea of securing a permanent position. Thera
was no doubt, however, some excellent mon
now diecharging the duties of county super- H
intendents who are not able to pass a severe
examination, and it was intended to make a
provision f r them, City superintandents
would be .izated on the same basis, He
might add that there scemed to be a great
deal of difference of opinion as to the efT:ct
of the change ﬁmpuud, but it struck him
that it would be miore desirable if hon. gen-
tlemen, who were only speculating on the
effect, would pay’a little more attention to
the opinions of a gentleman who had been
engaged for a great number of years in ex- |
amining the workiogs of the county and local
guperintendent system, [n many cases the
Influences of an individual would be brought
to bear upon the district, and no attention
would be paid to the merits of the systemn
propoged. He hoped that hon. gentlemen
would net allow their opinions on the ques-
tion to be influenced by local motives of con-
Eldarntlin for individuals. He thought the

ayment, as '
lﬂi“mgmmip!npuuad, would be aecidedly

Mr. MONTEITH thought that one or two

qualified men did more good }
were indiﬂ"arentljf Edncfted. S s i

Mr. McLEOD considered that the ti
h;;i come \;henlesc h county should h:vat“:::
Cilicer, such as it was proposed by thi
. Ip]i:ﬂillt. prop y this clausgs

Dr. McGILL said there w
ments in favour of the a
county superivtendent. Such an cffis
ahunld'ba a well educated man, and wflli
posted in all the improved methods of teach.
tog. He should also recelve ench remunera-
tion as would permis him to devote all his
time to the schools under his superintend.
ence. He would be removed from ths arons
of petty local quarrels, and, consequently
would be better able to adjudicate iu:par'-
tially in such matters, Ha believed the |

clause was a good :
st it B one, and he would sup-

Mr,
clanee,

ére many argu-
ppointment of g

GOW was also in favour of the

Mr. HAYS was not In favour of  the
county euperintendents retaining their
position without undergoing the exam-
ination that would prove their

petence for their poeition, com-

were opposed to a change, He (Mr. C.) could

tay, from his ownp observation, that ths
people were in favourlof the messure, aud
patticularly of tiis very clause, Ha wes tir-
ed of bearing the old cry, * Let well enongh
alcpe,” frem thege who hed no deeir2 %o im.
prove themselves or lot othera prograss Hs
wsaa convipced thera was a neceasity for this
change and be would sustain it. (Haar,
heanr).

Mr. BALEER and Mr. CROSBY &spoke
againet {Le clause, on the ground that the
present eystem wae a good one and the peo-
ple were satisfied with 16,

Hop, Mr. CAMERON said the people did
not want the Common School Law a$ all ; in

the firet place it wae forcedon them, and now

they were satictied with i%,

Mr, WILSON gald the people of his conati-
tuercy (N. Norfolk) were almost unanimous
in their oppesition tothiaBill. He hopad the
Bill was not framed to make situations for a

number of cfiice seekera, VWhether it was or
pot be fell it hie duty to oppose it,

Mr. LUTON epoke in support of
tke Biil There might be some
objectiovable clauses in it, but this was not
one of them,

A vote was then taken on the first clause,
which was carried, thirty-six members vos-
ing for it.

be two following clauses were adopted
without discussion,

Mr. BAXTER moved, In amendment to

~ the fourth clause,that the following bs added

thereto:—** Provided always that it shall not
be lawful to appoint any person to be county
superintendent who has not been engaged as
a practical teacher for a period of at least
three years, except such persons as may
bold the cffice at the time of the paasage of
this Act.”

Aiter a short discussion the amendment
was put to a vote and lost, and the clauso
was adopbed without amendments,

The Cemmittee rese and reported progress,

scd agked leave to sit again to-morrow,
The Houte rose at six o’clock,

AFTER RECESS,

The House went into Committee of the
1:‘- Lole cn Bill (No. 16) concerning Shariff’s
Ssles for Taxes (Atty.-Gen. Macdonald).
Mr. Rykert in the chair,

_ Atty,-Gen. MACDONALD said he did no%
introduce this Bill in a party spirit, but
rather in a spirit of compromise, There was
a great deal of disgust in the country respect-
ing the tenure of lands purchased at Sheriff's
sales for taxes, The object of this Bill was
to remove all such apprehensions. The prin-
ciple of the Bill was that the man who had
failed to pay the taxes due on his lande, and
bsd allowed them to pass away from hlm

should forfeit them in tavour of the man wheo
purchazed them at & Sherifi’s sale, and who
paid his taxes regularly and improved the
property. The first clsuse provides tha' sales

- Tor taxes shall be made valid if the purchaser

bad continued in occupation four years prior
to this Act, and made im mveme}:;tu tE the

value of two hundred dollars, except when !

the taxes are paid before ths sale, or in cases
where the taxes. with interest thereon, shall
be paid within the period limited by law for
I'E{iemptmn, or 1n Cases of fraud by the pur-

ments of the country for some time to come, |

The people knew how to |

hould declare that the lands
::I;gh!belnng to one man to-day should be
held by another. He knew that it was
viewed in & different light by others, and
by members of House, who would,

the Bill became law, become
proprietors of farms which, wuntil it was
passed, were nob theirs. It was very reason-
able in them to say that the lands for which
had given a few dollars, but which
are pow worth thousands, should be con-

* He could not recogniza this |
firma 2 thti' man did not fnfﬁl what

uity.
:;a Ew rgqﬂirﬂd. and in consequence of that

s to be subjected to something that the
;l:ww:ﬁd not prfwide. He thought that &
man who had permitted his lands to be sold,
but which were sold irregularly, should not

dispoesees that purchaser without giving him

payment for his improfamantl. Oae party
should not obtain a profit over another at all
in the matter. He did not _thmk the hon.
gentleman opposite had sufficient warrant to
draw up this retro- active Act;_:ud he dl_d
not thick that, although he might pass it
through the House, it would commend itseli
to the ccuntry at large,

Mr. LOUNT said if his hon. friend object-
ed to the privciple of the Bill, he should
vever have given it any suppors. He should
pever have given his sssent to allow 1t to
progie:s a8 fir as the Committee of the
Wkhole. The hon. gentleman was opposed
to the principle of confirming these sales,
unless where the purchaser was actually in
poseeesion. Now, there were thousands of
acres ¢f land in the Province allowed to re-
main uvimproved and the taxes unpaid,
simply because the municipal authorities
were not able to eell them for the taxes dae
vn account of the insecurity of the titles in
such cages. He hoped the House would not
oppese this measure, which was calculated
to quiet a great deal of alarm which now ex-

| isted in the country with respect to such

titles.

Mr. BLAKE said this measure was simply
a confiecation, instead of a protection of pri.
.vate rights, and as such ho oppozed 1t

Hon. Mr. CAMERON said, under the
existing custom, the law of the land was sst
acide through slicht informalities and irregu-
larities in carrying it out. Now, he con-
sidered such trivial mistakes should not be
allowed to iuterfere with the security of the
titles,

The clause was adopted.

On the secoad clause, providing that sales
ehall be made valid in cases of vacant lands,
if the purchaser has paid eight years’ faxes,
a discussicn arcse,

Atty.-Gen, MACDONALD withdrew the
clauge, and substituted the following : —

“‘Tke first section, subject totheexceptions
in the subsections thereof, shall apply also
to make the sale valid in those cases in
which the tax purchasger shall not have occu-
pied the iand, or any part thereof, or having
occupied, shall not have occupied for the
four years mentioned in the first section, or
sball not have made improvements thereon

to tke value mentioned In such section ; pro-

vided the tax purchaser has since the sals,
and prior to the first day of November, one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine, paid
at least eight years’ taxes charged on the
ssid lands ; and, provided that the owaer
has not occupied the land, or some part
thereof, for one year between the couveyance
by the Sheriff and the eaid first dsy of No-
vember,”

The operationof the clause would be that
there must bea least eleven years of taxes
unpaid before the provisions could come into
operation, three years and six moaths befors
the tax sale, and at least eight years after
the sale.  They held that a man who had
not paid his taxes for eight years after the
sale, and three years before the sale should
not possess the right to recover the land. He
thought that the operation of the clause
would be beneficial; the time that they had

fntroduced was very lengthy, and it was
ry that |

desirable in the interests of the count

some definite limit should be placed on this
matter,

Mr. BLARE did not consider it right on

- the part of the Legislature to take away the |
ive them to another, |-

forgotten to pay his |
The hon. |

lands of one man to
because the first b
taxes for eight or eleven years,
gentleman had told them that it was a very

long time that he had given; but the law held |
that no length of time in the cupayment of |
taxes should make a man lose his title, If a |
man paid taxes for eight years, he was quite |

prepared to give him some compensation for
, bis payments. But there war? many cases
In which taxes were not paid through vari-
ous causes, and the lands would be sold for a

few dollars with a ques'ionable title. |

He did not think the
who thought he had bought

or a few dollars, should
ed of the tuﬂ'ha s

purchaser,

had paid during

~ the years that he held the propert |
ould therefore move thz.l}t tpha {;x:: inﬁ :
y the purchaser should be returned t» bim, |

::1111:: n:ﬁhnnld be paid 10 per cent, interest

Atty.-General MACDONALD
‘that the hon, gentleman had gi?:nn n:i;l B:ﬁ
treme cace, and had not pointed to those

a farm
defraud-

ﬁ.tt[ﬂe, (}'ﬂtﬂrﬂl MAGDD};ATJH ﬂ{‘mﬂd,

ered 1hst the cize was one of dardship, The ’-
Court of ChInEE*!:jl':hI!Ed ite judzments m; |
priccipies of equity, but we kuow many cases
is mhichghﬁ equity of that Court had been
very bard. They sought to provide that
thcee who bad omitted to lock after their
property, and who let a man who had ob.
tained the land spend money on his lani in
improvemenis should eurrender their rizhy: |
to that purchazer, Thia was the principls of
the Bill, snd he bad zo doubt thas tl-
ceccnd clause would comwmend iiself 5o the
ccotideration of the Bouse,

Mr. BLAKE gaid ke had not referred t» |
Lis own poetticn, but it had been alluded ¢o
by tke hoen. gentleman. He could under- !
+tard why the hon, gentleman did pot like |
{be Ceurt of Chancery, for he remembared |
that its decrees had been ypromulgated
agsipst him, ard that be had had to pay for
Jard which otherwise he would have obtain-
cd for comparstively nothing,

Attorcey-Genera! MACDONALD —-Don't
epare me. (A laugh).

Mr., BLAKE ¢ald he shonld nat. He
did Lot hesitate to admit that
there were bard corea on both  gides
But the hon. Atty..-General wished to trans.
fer all the bardsbips to one side. He (Mr
B ) could peint to the csee of widows and
orpbacs” leeing their property through not
buxviog paid their taxes. He could pot ob-
ject to a law which weuld opzrats in the |
frtore, but he wenld opppose a law whizch, |
iike thie would be retro-active, |

M LOCUNT s:idif the hen. member for
Bruce was prepared todo justice at all he
ehculd pot do it in a half and ball way, but
mete cut even handed justice fo all i
justice was to be done, the purchaser should
not ouly be returned his parchase monsy
with irterest at ten per cent, but all the ex-
pecses atiending the purchase.

Hep. Mr. CAMERON said this Bill "gave
the criginal owner eight years to contest the
eale. 1f be did nct take advantage of this
germ Le theuld forfeit his right to ths
property altogetner. He could bring a wris
of ejectment against the purchaser, and |
prove hie claim to i1t if he desired to hold it.

Mr. LAUDER would vote for the second
clause, hecause he believed a certsin limit |
thou!d e allowed for the redemption of a |
lot. Eicht years was a {air term to all It
woald hardly be fair to keep the parchaser
in urcertairty respecting his title, Ie w2y
compelled to pay taxea on the lot, and he
could not eell it, for who wounld buy a lot
with such an uncertain title ? In this
Frovicce, whkere land changed hands gooften,
it was necesaary to confirm the titles within
a resacrable time. For these reasnna he
would suppert the second clausa. Tae ex- |
cepticnal nature of the sales reqguired ex-
cepticral legislation, |

Mr., McLEOD believed municipalitiea
theuld be beld reepoueible for the acis of
their cfficers. I irrepularities orcurred at
tax eales, the muricipsalities should be held
liakle for them.

Ecn Mr. RICEARDS made some expla-
patiore reepecting the clause which the At.
tcrpey-Gereral hed introduced. |

Mr. LYON would pot enpport a retro-
active messure lie did not believe in pass. |
icg an Act which would at once destroy the
clais of the origival owners, If the At
teroey (General would amend the clause so
as to give such persocns & year's notica belore

- a)lowing the law to go into iorce, he wonld |
~ enpport it,
- fair warning, acd if they did not act on that, |

He believed they should have

tken their lands should be taken from them.

Hon. Mr. McMURRICH—I would vote |
for thst

Mr. FERGUSON cquid not agres with his
hen. friend. He was giving too much pro-
tection to the original purchaser,

The clauze was adopted.

The third clause was adopted without dis- |
cugrion, [
The fourth clause was adcepted after a short
cebate.

On tke fifth cleuse, which provides that

. purchasers who have been ejected, shall be

ectitled ir equity to the value of improve- |
nents, & discussion aroee, |

Mr. PARDEE Ekad no objection to sup-
portirg the clause, if its action were to be
ccrfined to the future. But the clause was
retro-active, It was propoeed to legislate in
cages which bave already been decided. He
deprecated stirring up such cases, 1t would
be better to let them remain as they have
been cettled, and legislate for the futare
alore.

Mr. HAYS said the lezislation of thi-
evenirg would bring ruin on many a msn in
thie Provioce, It would, doubtless, benofit
a certain class, but it would injure a much
Jarger réion of the community, No
ore could wish to have these tax titles
quieted more than he did, but he
did mnot believe this Act would have
the desired effect. It would be better to let
the Courte of law decide all cases of the past,
and let the House legislate for the future
alcne, As the Bill now stood, he would be
obliged to oppose it. *

Attorney-General MACDONALD proposed
to let the House decide on a Jimitation of the |
time to which this Act should apply.

cases wherefparties had been kno .
fuse to redeem their lands, Withw;f::a;:a
:zlﬁ?lmnnlk ?nowlaga of these matters, he

_ 1id speak from a person -
ﬂﬂl}'h"-‘ua in which he would allow the ty years, He had hﬂﬂﬂﬂkz:EEd#; .
]t:lurc T&er to hold the land purchased at a | &0 ittimstion was given ito persons of :]:a
ﬂ:ll'l;l. ?. was when the purchaser had settled | neceseity of their jpaying their axes 3
¢ land and made improvements. With | Yet they would not pay a doliar, ra!;r:i:g

regard to the general provisions of the Bill, . tolet ¢ e lands go. The lands might then

he might say that the analogies, to which | be sold over and over agasin duriag the fol

the hon. gentlen.an had adverted, wers in no . lowin t
;, went
tenge or shape analogies for the passage of  land ‘Ehiuh w{lr::;;n::r?t? h:mnlti?n:ﬂ:ﬁ

the preeent Bill. He bhad referred to the and quj
y . a uite a wilderne became

Statute of Limitations on lands, but that ex- | and Emdu rr:pi;l III); Eome rai F::;Igﬂd:
-

‘inguished the right, as well as the remed
: a medy, | 0g through it. Th .
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Mr. PARDEE said he was opposed to retro- |
active legislation in any shape, or for any
length of time. He hoped the hon. Attor- |
ney General would withdraw this clause.

Mr. BLAKE eaid the Attorney General |
recmed to desire to effect a compromise—¥o
limit the time to five years. Ha (Mr. B.)
wss opposed to the principle of retro-active
legislation,

After some further remarks the clause was

adopted, with some slight amendments.
| The remaining clauses were carried with-
out discussion, Mr, Blake urging that the
7th clauee might be allowed to stand, but
| that it would be disallowed. _

The Committes reported the Bill with
amendments, The! reception of the report
was fixed for Thursday,

chaser at the sals, or if hage
Bess olectid the purchaser hos

Mr. BLAKE objected to the clause. The

Mr. SINCLAIR objected
of his honourabls frijend to“;uﬁihj
intendents to an examination, Many gentle-

mep, who were best fitted for the position,

would resign ra -
amination, . s bait to an ex.

8 proposal
eck super-

lcee their services.

Pleasure in supportin
the prupﬂud thﬂgﬂE f

Mr. PERRY

ﬂﬂnh‘ll'jf,' F nﬁ"ﬂr .'a“ in a
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