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PETITIONS,

s Mr. Scott (Ottawa)—From the City Coun-
Jcilof Ottawa, praying for a repeal of the

clauge in the Aesessment Acg exempting the

salaries of Government employees from taxa-

tior. (Laughter, )

For the Act to enablethe Erie and N iagara |

Railway to extend their line:—

Dr. Baxter—From Aaron Hobb and others
of Walpole; from H. C. Brackinread and

others, of Walpole: from Jam i
ﬂthera: of Wa.lllila: R

Mr. Oliver—From Thomss Hardy and
others, of Dereham ; from the Township
Couceil of South Norwich; from Geo, South-
wich and others of South Norwich.

For the establishment of a school for the

blind:— {

Hon, Mr, Macdonald—From the Township
Council of Cornsvall.

Mr, Calvin—From the Township Council
of Kingston.

Mr. Blake—From the County Council of |
!

Huron,
Feor the erection of certain townships into
a Provisional County:—

Mr., Swinarton—From 8, Reauly and
others, of Adjala.

Mr. Blake—From the Courty Council of
Huron, respecting an appropriation from the
Lacd Improvement Fund, respecting the son-
etruction of roads and bridges,

FIRST READINGS.

The following Bills were saveraily intrc-
ductd and read a first time, and referred to
varicus ecommittees :

Mr, Rykert—To amend an ast of the o'd

Province of Canada, entituled, *“ An Act to |
gecure to the wives and cuildren the benefizs |
of assurances on the lives of husbanis and |
parents,” |

Mr. Smith (Lecds)—To legalize a survey
of lands ; aud also to emable the Town of
Chathaw to seil certain portion of its markes
plot.

Mr. Scott, (DOitawa)—To incnrp:-r;ta the |
Ottawa Ladies Coilege ; aleo to incorporate |
the Crtario Peat Company ; also to iacorpo-
rate the Mississipi River Mining an! Nav.-
gatien Company.

CROWN LANDS,

Mr. LAUDER asized whether the Govern-
ment intended to introduce, during the pres-
ent session, & measure to enable the Comuis-
gioner of Crown Lands to adopt more exp:-
diticus measures to settle disputes as to ua.
patented lands, and to reduce the purchase
money, or throw off the interest upon the
purchase monoy of lands, wrnrve it appears
that the purchssers have a just claim for
such reCucticn or abatemeut,

Hopn, Mr, RICHARDS, in reply, said the
Government had no intention duaring the
present session cof introducing any mesasure
with a view ot settling disputes. In rezmd
to the charges on lands, there was
no doubt that there had been a
large amount of arrears sccumulating. io
the Crown Land office in consequence of tha
changes thut Liad taken place from time to
time in the removal of officer, and from obher
causes. So great had these arrears become
that he had instructed the gentlemaa who
bad charge of that office to work oif the
arrears, A gieat portion had aiready beea
removed, and he thought that furthor sucesss
would be ackieved. He mightstate that the
number ot lettersreceived in the Crown Lands
office of the Province during one year was
}lﬁ, 000, while the whole number received by
the same Department when the two Provinces

- 'were united was but little more, beiag only

17,000. This showed that great elforts were
'being made to get rid of these arrears, and If,
‘during the coming summer, he held the office
- of Commissioner of Crown Lands, he contem-

plated, when the arbitration was finished be-

tween the Provinces of Upper and Lower

————

Canada, that some further decided steps |

might be taken. But until that arbitration
had been held and had reported, it
was not the intention of the Government to
introduce any such messure as that alluded
to. If euch an Act was passed, he thought
it would greatly increase these clsims. tle
would candidly say that his policy had been

. to oust these claims, for there was no doubt

that the advantage lay with the applicants,
'who got a surveyor to value their lands, and

‘then apply to the Government to reduce the

~ purchase money. He would admit that there

were some cases In which theee claims were
justifiable ; but they were not so generally.

If, as he had said, such an opinion got abroad

as was shadowed forth by the question, they
might expect to see these claims increased

——

four fold. The Government would, after the .

report of the arbitration, have the lands in
question revalued, and then there wounld be a
rearrangement with reference to the disputed
lands ; but until that time, he did not think

these circumstances, the Government did
pot intend to introduce such a mesasure as
‘refexred to in the question of the hon, mow-

ber.
; PROVINCIAL AUDITORS.

' Mr, BLAKE moved the following resolu-
tions :
1. That it is the undoubted right anl

bounden duty of this Homse to control th»
administration of the Public Finances.

2. That in order tojthe exercise of an
efficient control over $he administration o
the Finances, it_is n
grants of public

§ ‘ it advisable to prejudice the question. Under

1.

»

~ dependent audit of the appropriation of the

should be by Act

for wh the grants are made ; secondly,
that provision should be made to prevent
the icsue of public moneys except to the ex-

tent, and for the services to which they have

been appropriated ; and third'y, that provi-
gion should be made tor an efficient and in-

yneys g0 igsued, ang » of the amounts of
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