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o5 EripAy, Nov. 26.
The SFEAKER took the chalr &t three
) - o'clock.
. The following petitions were presented:—

Mr Eyre—From J. M. Fernis and others,
" of the East Riding of Northumberland, pray-

county.

Mr Williams—Fromthe ('iil;[;nratian of ]thi
Township of Mara, asking wer aske
for by the P, 1. L, and B. Ellwny be
granted.

Mr Williame—From the Corporation of
Orillia, with a similar prayer.

praying for theerection of an Asylum for the
Blind.
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with a similar prayer.
Mr Pardee—From the Township of Sarnia,

' with a similar prayer.
Dr. Baxter—From D. Thompson, M. P.,

Dr. Baxter—From the Township of Seneca, |

' Mr Smith-Fromthe Township of Harwich, |

i

. for an Act to set apart the East Riding of
Eﬁ County of Northumberland into a new |

'and 30 others, of the township of Senecas,
asking for powers to extend the Lirie and
Niagara Railway.
Mr Smith—From the Township Council of
Harwick, ﬁrn}ring for an Act to Lagalize the
Survey of the Town of Chatham,

Mr Swinarton—IFrom Thomas Elder,
Reeve of Mono, and 102 others, praying for
the separation of South from North Simsoa,

UPPER CANADA COLLEGE,

i Mr. CHRISTIE wished to make a state-
ment with the permission of the House. His |
attention had been called to the fact that he
bad been reported during the debate arising
on his motion for a Committse of Eaquiry
into the affairs of Upper Canada Colle:e to
have used the words *‘ grossly immoral con-
duct.” He desired to withdraw the word
““immoral,” and“substitute the word ¢ im-
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i proper” —reading ‘‘grossly improper conduct,”’
{ Justead of ‘‘groeely immoral conduct.” He |
)| did this because he felt that in the use of
’ this one word iuadvertently ha may have
given cause of offence to somse of the late
cficera of Upper Canada College. He |
wiebed, however, to give the House dis-
tinctly to understand—and he never peraom. |
‘ally charged any of those referred t)—thas |
guch charge of “‘grossly improper condact” |
was made at some former time, |

PETITION OBJECTED TO. ;

Mr. LOUNT raised an objection agains} |

the petition from the township of Mulmer, |

which was, he conterded, ia contravention of |

the rule of the House, that aid should not b= |

i acsked in petitions. :

. Some conversation took place upon ths -

r' point, and the petition was eveatuaily re-
- celved.

| RAILWAY COMMITTEE REPORT.

A report was presented by the Raillway
Committee, stating that the Toronto, Simoos
 and Muskoka Railway Company, and the
. amendwments thereof, were in accordance
with the statements of the Bill.  Agreed
Lo,

The Committee on Standing Orders also
presected a repert. .

FIRIT READINGS.

The following Bills were read a first time,
ard referred to the Sclect Committee on
Private Bills: —

l Mr. Rykert—An Act to lncorporate the :
"| Capada Air Line Railway Co.

I Mr. Oliver—To incorporate the Canada |
| and South Western Air Line Railway Co, |

Mr. Ferguson—To give D. A. Macdonald |
leave to conatruct a canal in the township of
Keryon,

| Mr, Carnegie—To incorporate the Mississ-

101 Navigation Company.

| Mr. Lauder—To confirm the survey mads
by F. F. Passmore, the Provincial Land Sur-

veyor of the lsf, 20d, 3rd and 4th conces-

. 1 sions of the township of Melancthon.

Mr. Strange—To incorporata the Kingston
and Madoc Railway Company.

Mr. Lauder— To vest certain real estate in
the Trustees of the Macnab Street Wesleyan -
' Methodist Church, in the City of Hamilton,
with power to sell ard convey the estate and
' to convey the proceeds of the sale in the erec-
; s tion of a new Church.

Mr. Perry—Respecting Fair Grounds in
’ | the County of Oxford.

Mr. Clemens—To congolidate the Montreal
Fire Insurance Compancies doing business in |
the Province of Ontario, :

Mr. Carnegie—To amend the incorporation
¢f the Peterborough and Haliburton Riilway
Cuompary.

Mr, Carnegie—To amend ¢ 61 of 24 Viot,
‘enfituled ““An Act to consolidate the debt of
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the iseuc of debentures, and for other pur-
potes,
Mr, Carnegie—To appoint Trustees for cer-

. | Chuich (connected with the Church of Scog- |
1 | land) of Dummer and Asphodel, in the |
- | Courty of Peterborough,

PUBLIC NOTARIES,

‘The House went into Committes on Bill
(No. 19) respecting the ﬁpuintmant of Nota-
ries Public.—Hon. Mr. Macdonald,

Mr. Scott (Ottawa) in the chair,
The Bill was reported without amendment |

Lext,

THE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BILIL,

Hon, Mr. CAMERON moved the second |
reading of Bi'l (No. 2) ** To amend the Gram-
- mar School law of the Province of Ontario.”
In moving the second reading of this Bil

he wished to remove the apprehensions which

- Chiet Buperintendent of Edueation was to
~ destroy the smaller Grammar Schools
1in  the country, At the outset, he
would devy that thers was any such
intention on the part of that gontleman,
. whoee tole obj:ct had ever been to foster the

lll.'
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| \the Town of Peterborough, and to authorize l

snd ordered for third reading on Tuesday ' |

‘had been expressed that the object of the |

Grammnr Seﬁnlg' 1 ﬂl‘ﬂﬁf -rtr-; . | -
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1 in the Common Schools, 1WZL5 be plyeeq |
within the reach of #8 1NNy a3 poggipr, |

The ohject of the learned Suparinganjens
| was to populariza the MCaure, by bringig,

'the Gremmar and Common §:hgily uader .

‘%o form & Board of Trustees, to be ¢a j21 4y,

[* “Board of Public School Trusiees” gy,

shonld be elected directly by the paanls ¢,
control the Grammar 88 well as tha Commoy
Sohools, Another object was, tody away
‘with the necessity that now exists, thy
upils in Grammar Schools must of neceasity
1learn the classics, apd to make it optional
‘with the parents of the children whether
Eupﬂn should confine themselves to th

| r?ncheg of an Englih education, which, 1n
‘this country was perbaps more useful than
& classical educasion. 1o order that classicyl
education might not be entirely overlooked,
"1t was provided that it might be taught
in Grammar Sctools, and provision was ale
made for the _establishment of what was
called “‘Collegiate Institutes,” where the
classics could be tanght; so that in country
schools the rudinients of an English eduacation

might Le tanght, and gche higher branches of |

education in the Grammar and Colleziate |

Schocls. In offning this Bill for tho coa-
sideration ot the House, it was not the ia-
tention of the Government to say thal the
Bill would be withdrawn if its provisions

.| were not accepted, but it was their inteation

 to admit of Amendmnents, and to accept eng-
| gestions from the Honse, He desired, how-
‘ever, that the honourable gentlemen would
not be influenced by narrow considerat ons—
not to let the fear, lest it might injure some
Local Superintendent in whow they migh:
have perfect confidencs, pravent th:m
from regarding the interests of th
whole country. He could only say that those
wko fancied that the Superintendent was 1u.-
‘joucal to the smallir Grammar Schools were

. mistakea, for that geutleman, during his con-

rection with the educational institutions of
the country, which had existed for a quarter
\of & cextury, had eveu shown a dezire to
‘elevate thewr standard, To him, more than
suy one, we owed the high system of edu :a-
'tion which we possess. The changes which

were to be made by the measure before the |

House were, first—the formation of a Board
of Trustees. In order that another elemoant
‘might be introduced besides that of the eloc-
toral, power was to be given to the Couaty
Councile, uader certain circumstances, to
appoint tru-tees. Second—making the leara-
ing of classes optional, instead of being as at
present, compulsory, Third—the changing
of Grammar Schools to High Schools, whica
was merely a change in name, These were

the principal changes that were inteaded to |

be elfected by this measure, and he fels gatis-
fied, from the maaner in which the Suszrin-
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tendent had laid this and the Common |
School Bill before the country,and the favour- |
- able manner in which it had been reccivel |
by the pecple wherever its objact had besu |

explained, that it was calculated t»
guit the requirements of the couatry
Of course it was not possible to make
& messure which weuld give entire st
isfaction to every one concerned, Govern.

ments were oply ablg t0 do the besh the;

could, and they trusted that in this measura, |

In which no political or party question could
be 1utroduced, both sides of ths House woutd
assist them as much as possible,

Mr. RYKERT had no doubt the Govern..
ment intended to do all they oould towards 1w
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improving our Grammar Schools, bit he-

beld the same objection to this meas
ure which he expressed at the mee:

ing of the Grammar 3chool Committes. |

He felt it his duty to give that objection to

‘the House, and to leave it to them how to
Aot In the matter. He here proposed that

the Schoc] Acts shonld be consolidated and
improved It was A grave mistake on the

art of the Lagislature of this country t»
BI?E c¢n their statute books so many Acts,
the amendments to which were of such an
intricate character that no person of ordinary
intelligence who were sunposed to know the

lawn of the country, could give them their

right interpretation. The Houee had ad
vanced on several occasions the opinion that

they ought not to be forever tinkering their
Acts. 1f there was any one Act that should
not be meddled with too often, it was the
Education Act. It was one with which

-, everyone ought to be familiar, and he wonld

like to know how any common person could
dissect the varlons amendments to that law
when even professional men found it didicult
tointerpret them. He was pleased, however,

to know that the Government were willing ;

to accept amendments from the Houss, He
would be very sorry to sdvance his opinion
against thut of the Government, or of a ma-
jority of the House ; but he was convinced
that it was necessary to have the laws con-
poildated. e was williog to pay as high a
tribute to the Chief Superintendent of Eda-
cation as any man in the House, He agreed
with the llon. Secretary that we were in-
debted to him more than to any man for the
high state of education which exists in our
Province. It was owing to his efforts that

- . . the Commission which was appointed in
, | tain lands belonging to the Presbyterian =

England two years ago were able to repori
that the Common School system of this Pro-
vince wae the best 1n any of the civilized

' countries of the world. Notwithstanding

|
|

all this, he (Mr, R ) was boand at the same

time to say that there were certain
| o'auses in  the measure before the
| Houee, s7hich were objectionable. It was

!

proposed to amaleamate the Common and

Grammar School systems, 1f there was any- |

thing objectionablie in the Bill it was this. L6
was with the gresatest difficulty that School
Roards could be established in couanties, aud
men of sufficient iatelligence found williog %o

" form them. If this amendment should Lein-

troduced, the result would be that men who
by reason of their ability were fitbed fill
the position, would be driven from the S shool
Beards because they would not submit to 82
into an electoral comfest, [f the maiier
were left in the hands of the people the

el

Grammar Schools would suffer, Iie said this
advisedly. In Lincoln (bis owa county) there

| were more GrammarSchools for the population
| than in any other county in the Province.
| They had seven Grammar Schools, and they |
| found it very difficult to kesp them in ex- |

oposed toleavell W |
the pecpie to say whether the lhonldau bi

ietence. Yeb it was 1
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